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ADVERTISEMENT. 

There are an hundred faults in this Thing, 
and an hundred things might be faid to prove 
them beauties : but it is needlefs. A book may 
be amufing with numerous errors, or it may be very 
dull without a fingle abfurdity. The hero of this 
piece unites in himfelf the three greateft charafters 
upon earth ; he is a pried, an hufbandman, and 
the father of a family. He is drawn as ready to 
teach, and ready to obey ; as fimple in affluence, 
and majeflic in adverfity. In this age of opulence 
and refinement, whom can fuch a charader pleafe ? 
Such as are fond of high life, will turn with dif- 
dain from the fimplicity of his country fire-fide ; 
fuch as miftake ribaldry for humour, will find no 
wit in his harmlefs converfation ^ and fuch as have 
been taught to deride religion, will laugh ^at one 
whofe chief ftores of comfort are drawn from fu- 
turity. 

Oliver Goldsmith. 
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I 
THE DE!S€R«»TIOir OF TH-Ei ^VAldihY OF WAKEFIELD ; 
IN WHICH A KI^DkED LIKENESS PRkVAILS AS 
WEL^LOl^'MiyriDS AS'0!^'I^ErRS6NB* 
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Was cVcr of oplnboy jHhitthe.hoqcft Jnan >vho married 
and brovight up a/ large &inily;y[did.inor^ ferv-ice than he 
who Qondilued fiiiglcy and only talked of population. From 
this niocive, I had ibarbe- tak&n :orders a year, before I be- 
gan to- think ftriouily of matriniony, and chofe my wife as 
ihe did her weikKf^*gown/not' for a fine glofly furface, 
but f uch qualities • as: would' wear weiL To do her J uftice, 
(he was. a gtfodi-natured notabk' woman ■; and a&fur brced-^ 
ing, Aere were: fcfw country ladles/wbo' could 'fhe\*» more. 
She could i^ad any Engliflv boc^'ivirithout mnadifjieUlQg; 
but for pSckMrig/ preferving, an^ 'C0C)kefy, none couid exl 
eel. her.' ■ Shfe p^fed herfetf aifoil^wn betngfariiicrfknt 
cofitrivdrfiri hdufe*eepli% ;' ^fcod^h 1 could :tffevitt»'flttd that 
we grew tfehet^fWith'tflPher cOiirfrivanbe$. ' ,^' ' -' ■ 

'lHdw^<3';^Wfe!loVed each other flihdeHy, '^ndJ^W fond- 
riefe4h(!liiafedri§iVe^eWola.'^'f»Th<5re #^s frtT'fia, no- 
thing- thatcdUYa'hwke us ian^ i/nth the 'W(j^^^^ 6t each 
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a VICAR OF WAKEFIELD. 

other. We had an el^nt hovtfe, (ituated in a fioe coun- 
try, and a good neighbourhood. The year was fpent in a 
moral or rural amufement; in vifiting our rich neigh- 
bours, and relieving Aich as were poor. Wc had no re- 
volutions to fear, nor fatigues to undergo ; all our adven- 
tures were by the iire-flde, and all our migrations from 
the blue bed to the brown. 

As we lived near the road, we often had the traveller or 
Granger vifit us, to tafte our goofcberry-wine, for which 
we had great reputation ; and I profefs, with the veracity 
of an hiAorian,. that I ncirer knew one of Ihem find hsak 
with it. Our coufins too,, even to the footieA remove, all 
remembered their affinity, widiout any help fipm the he- 
rald's office, and came very frequently to fee us. Some of 
them did us no great honour by thefe claims of kindred ; 
as we had the blind, the maimed, and the halt, amongd 
the number. However, nqr wife always infiftcd, that a^ 
they were the hvt^flejb and blacd, they fhould fit with us 
at the fame table. So diat. if we had hot: very rich, w4 
generally had very happy friends about us; fbrithisf remark 
will hold good through life, that the pcrofer theguefl, tht 
better pleafed he ever is with being treated; and its (aasd 
men-gazewith admiration at the oolours of 1 tulip, or the 
wing of a butterfly, fo I utriis by nsilure. an adoiirer of 
happy human feces. However, when any one of oor re- 
lations was found to be a . perfon of a very bad chara<f)ori 
a troublefome gueft, or om we defined t|3 get fid of, u[|on 
his leaving my houfe^, I eyer took care, tp \eti4 him a 
riding-coat, or a pair of boot,S) or fonnetiin^ an horfe of 
fmall vakie, and I always had the fati$fa<SliQa,o( fio/cttng 
he never causae back to return them. By this the houfe wa^ 
cleared of fuch as we did not like ; but never was the h^ 
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nriljr of Wakefield known to turn the traveller or the poor 
dependasit out of doors. 

Thus, we lived fevcral years in a ftatc of much happi- 
nefsy not but that we fomethnes had thofe little rubs 
which Providence fends to enhance the value of its fa- 
vours. Mf orchard was often robbed by fchool-boys, and 
my wife's cuflards plundered by the cats or the children. 
The fquire would fometimes fell alleep in the moft pathe- 
tic parts of my fermon, or his lady return ray wife's civilities 
at church with a mutilated curtfey. But we foon got over 
die uneafinets caufed by fuch accidents, and ufually in 
three or four days began to wonder how they vext us. 

My children, the offspring of temperance, as they were* 
educated without foftnefs, fo they were at once well 
formed and healthy 5 my fons haftly and aftivc, my daugh- 
ters beautiful and Wooming. When I ftood in the midft 
of the little circle, which promifed to be the fupports of 
my declming age, I could not avoid repeating the fan^ous 
ftory of Count Abenflberg, who in Henry II. 's progrefs 
through Germany, while other courtiers came with theif 
treafures, brought his Airty-two children, and pfefenterf 
them to his foveteign as the moft valuable offering he had 
to beftow. In this manner, though I had but fix, I con- 
fidered them' sts a v^y valuable prefent made to my cotih^ 
try, and cOnfe(|uei1(tly looked u^^ it as my debtor. Our 
ekkft fori Wis named George rfter his uncle, who left us 
ten thoufend pounds. Our iecohd child, a giil, I in- 
tended to call ftfter her aurit CirijSW ; but my wife, whd 
during her^piegniinty had b^ reading romances, hifified 
upon her being called Olivia. In lefs than another jr^ar 
we had another daughter, and now I was determined thsd 
Griffel fhouM be her name ; but a rich relation taking a( 
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fancy to ftand godmother, the girl was, by her diredionisy 
called Sophia : fo that we had two romantic names in the- 
family ; but I folemnly pfoteft I had no hand in it. Mofes 
was our next ; and after an interval of twelve' years,, wc 
had two fons more. 

It would be fruitlefs to deny my exultation when I faw 
my little ones about me ; but the vanity and the fatisfadtion 
of my wife were even greater than mine. When our vi- 
fitoris v^^ould fay, — * Well, upon my word, Mrs. Prim- 
*.rofe, you have the fineft children in the whole country/ 

* • Aye, neighbour,' flie would anfwer, * they are aa 

* Heaven made them, handfome enough, if they be good 
*. enough ; for handfome is, that handfome does/ Arid 
then (he would bid the girb hold up their heads ; who, 
to conceal nothing, were certainly very handfom^. M^c 
outfide is^ lb very trifling a circumftance with me, that I 
ihould fcarce have remembered to mention it, had it not 
been a general topic of converfation in the' country.. 
Olivia, now about eighteen, had that luxuriancy of beauty 
with which painters generally draw He|;)e ; <^n, fpright- 
ly, and commanding.. Sophia^ features; were not; fo ftrikjng 
at fird, but often did mibre certain executioli ; for th^^ 
were foft, modefl, and allunng. The one,v[anqui(hed'bji; 
^ fingje blow, the other by efforts fuQcefsf^Uy i^fp^t^d,, \ 

The temper of a woman i$ genqraUy formed from the 
turn of her features : at leaft, it was fo with my dat^l^ters.. 
Olivia wifhed for many , lovers, Sophia to'fpCMjre' one* 
Olivia was often affe^ed . froip too great ^ de(}fe tp pl<^afe# 
Sophia even reprefled excellence, from l>er fe»r^ \f^ offend, 
The one entertained mc with.h^r viva/cky; ]9?h^ L Mra? 
gay, the other with her fenfe when I ^ag ferious. ;But 
thefe (jualities were never carried to excef^ ^i j^^^^F^ ^^ 
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I have often feen them exchs^nge chanuSers for a whole 
day tog^her. A fuit of mourning has transformed my 
coquette into a prude, and a new fet of ribbands has 

given, her youngeft fifter more than natural vivacity. My 
eldeft fon, :George, was bred at Oxford, as I intended 
him for one of the learned profeillons. My fecond boy, 
Mofes, whom I defigned for bufinefs, received a fort of 
a mifbellaneous education at home. But it is needlefs to 
attempt defcribing the particular charafters of young peo- 
ple that had feen but very little of the world. In fhort, a 
family likenefs prevailed through all, and properly fpeak- 
ing, they had but one charafter, that of being all equally 
generous, credulous, fimple, and inoffenfive. 



CHAP. II. 

FAMILY MISFORTUNES. THE LOSS OF FORTUNE 
ONLY SERVES TO INCREASE THE PRIDE OF THE 
WORTHY. 

JL HE temporal concerns of our family were chiefly 
committed to my wife's management ; as to the fpiritual, 
I took them entirely uncler my own dire6Hon. The profits 
of my living, which amounted to about thirty-five pounds 
a year, I made over to the orphans and widows of the 
clergy of our diocefe ; for having a fufiicient fortune of my 
own, I was carelefs of temporalities, and felt a fecret plea* 
fure in doing my duty without reward. I alfo fet a refo- 
lution of keeping no curate, and of being acquainted with 
every man in the parilh, exhorting the married men to 
teipperance, and the bachelors to matrimony \ fo that in 
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a few years it was a common iayingi that there were three 
ftrange wants at Wakefield, a parfon wanting pride, young 
men wanting wives, and alehoufes wanting cuftomers. 

Matrimony was always one of my favourite topics, and 
I wrote feveral fermons to prove its happinefs ; but there 
was a peculiar tenet which I made a point of fupporting ; 
for I maintained with Whifton, that it was unlawful for a 
prieft of the church of England, after the death of his firft 
wife, to take a fecond, or to exprefs it in one word, I va- 
lued myfelf upon being a ftrift monogamift. 

I was early initiated into this important difpute, on which 
fo many laborious volumes have been written. I publiftied 
fome tradts upon the fubjedl myfelf, which, as they never 
fold, I have thp confolation of thinking are read only by 
the happy y^«;. Some of my friends called this my weak 
fide ; but, alas ! they had not like me made it the fubjeft 
of long contemplation. The more I reflefted upon it, the 
more important it appeared. I even went a ftep beyond 
Whifton in difplaying my principles : as he had engraven 
upon his wife's tomb that fhe was the only wife of William 
Whifton ; fo I wrote a fimilar epitaph for my wife, though 
9M\ living, in which I extolled her prudence, oeconomy, 
and obedience till death ; and having got it copied fair, 
with an elegant frame, it was placed over the chimney- 
piece, where it anfwered feveral very ufeful purpofes. It 
admoniihed my wife of her duty to me, and my fidelity to 
her : it infpired her with a pafiion for fame, and conftantly 
put her in mind of her end. 

It was thus, perhaps, from hearing marriage fo often 
recommended, that my eldeft fon, juft upon leaving col- 
lege, fixed his aflFedions upon the daughter of a neighbour- 
ing clergyman, who was a dignitary in the church, and 
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in drcumftances to give her ^ large fortune : but forton^ 
was her fmalleft accompli(hment. Mifs Arabella Wiloioc 
was allowed by all (except niy two daughters) to be com- 
pletely pretty. Her youdi, healthi ^nd innocence, were 
ftill heightened byacofyq^exionfotrsaifparenty and 6kh a 
happy fenfibility of kxik, a$ even age could not gaze on 
with indif&rence. As Mr. Wilmot knew that I could 
make a very handfome fectlement on my fon, he was not 
averfe to the match ; fo both families lived together in all 
that harmony which generally precedes an expe£led alliance. 
Being convinced by experience that the days of courtihip 
are the mod happy of our lives, I was willing enough to 
lengthen the period ; and the various amufements which 
the young couple every day (hared in each other's company, 
feemed to increafe their paflion. We were generally 
awaked in the morning by mufic, and on fine days rode a 
hunting. The hours between breakfaft and dinner the ladies 
devoted to drefs and ftudy ; they ufually read a page, and 
then gazed at themielves in the glafs, which even philofo- 
phcrs might own often prefented the page of greateft beauty. 
At dinner my wife took the lead ; fcM-, as {he always infill- 
ed upon carving every thing herfelf, it being her mother's 
W9.y, ihe gave us upon thefe occaiions the hiftory of every 
diih. When we had dined, to prevent the ladies leaving 
us, I geno^ly ordered the table to be removed ; and fome«- 
times, with the mufic-mafier's afliftance, the girls would 
give us a very agreeable concert. Walking out, drinking 
tea, country dances, and forfeits, fhortened tlve reft of the 
day, without the affiftance c^ cards, as I hated all man-- 
ner of gaming, except backgamnnon, at which my old 
friend and I fometimes took a twc^nny hit. Nor can I 
here pafs over an ominous circumftance that happened the 
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laft time we played together ; I only wanted to fling a qua- 
tre, and yet I threw deuce ace five times running. 

Some months were elapfed in this manner, till at laft it 
was thought convenient to fix a day for the nuptials of the 
young couple, who feemed eameftly to defire it. During 
the preparations for the wedding, I need not defence the 
bufy- importance of my wife, nor the fly looks of my 
daughters : in fa6(, my attention was fixed on another 
objedl, the completing a trad which I intended (hortly to 
publifli in defence of my &vourite princijde. As I looked 
upon this as a mafter-piece both for ai^ument and flyle, I 
could not in the pride' of -my heart avoi4 fhewing it to my 
old friend Mr. Wilmot, as I made no doubt of receiving 
his approbation ; but not till too late I difcovered that he 
was moft violently attached to the contrary opinion, and with 
good reafon ; for he was at that time adually courting a 
fourth wife. This, as may be expcded, produced a difpute 
attended with fome acrimony, which threatened to interrupt 
our intended alliance ; but on the day before that appointed 
for the ceremony, we agreed to difcufs the fubje<5t at laige. 

It was managed with proper fpirit on both (ides ; he 
aflerted that I was heterodox, I retorted the charge : he 
replied, and I rejoined. In the mean time, while the 
coritroverfy was botteft, I was called out by one of my re* 
lations, who, with a face of concern, adviied me to give 
up the difpute, at leaft tilt my fon's wedding was over. 

* How,' cried I, ^ relinquifli the caufe of truth, and let 
' him be ' an faufband, already driven to the very veige of 

* abfurdity'> You might as well advife me to give up my 
•• fortune -as my argument.' **Your fortune,' returned my 
fl-iend) * Lam now fony to inform you, is almofl nothing. 

* The merchant in town, in whofe hands your money was 
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lodged, has gone ofF, to avoid a ftatiitc of bankruptcy, 
and is thought not to have left a ihilling in the pound. 
I was unwilling to fhock you or the family with the ac- 
count, till after the wedding ; but now it may fcrvc to 
moderate your warmth in the argument ; for, I fuppofe, 
your own prudence will enforce the neceflity of diffcm- 
bling, at lead till your fon has the young lady's fortune 
fecure.' — * Well,' returned I, * if what you tell me be 
true, and if I am to be a beggar, it fhall never make me 
a rafcal, or induce me to difavow my principles. I'll 
go this moment, and inform the company of my circum- 
ftances ; and as for the argument, I even here retraft my 
former conceflions in the old gentleman's favour, nor will 
I allow him now to be an huftand in any fenfe of the 
expreflion.V 

It would be endlefs to defcribe the different fenfations 
of both families when I divulged the news of our misfor- 
tune ; but what others felt was flight to what the lovers ap- 
peared to endure. Mr. Wilmot, who feemed before fuf- 
ficiently inclined to break off the match, was by this blow 
foon determined ; one virtue he had in perfcftion, which 
was prudence, too often the only that is left us at fe- 
venty-two. 

CHAP. III. 

A MIGRATION. ' THE FORTUNATE CIRCUMSTANCES 
OF OUR LIVES ARE GENERALLY FOUND AT lAST 
TO BE OF OUR OWN PROCURING. 



Ti 



H E only hope of our family now was, that the re- 
port of our misfortunes might be malicious or premature : 
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but a letter from my agent in town foon came with a con- 
firmation of every particular. The lofs of fortune to my- 
felf alone would have been trifling ; the only uneafinefs I 
felt was for my family, who were to be humble i^ithout 
an education to render them callous to contempt. 

Near a fortnight had pafled before I attempted to re«- 
firain their afflidlion : for premature confolation is but the 
remembrancer of forrow. During this interval, my thoughts 
were employed on fome future means of fupporting them ; 
and at laft a fmall cure of fifteen pounds a year was ofiered 
me in a diftant neighbourhood, where I could ftill enjoy 
my principles without moleftation. With this propofal I 
joyfully clofed, having determined to incrcafe my falary, 
by managing a little farm. 

Having taken this refolution, my next care was to get 
together the wrecks of my fortune ; and all debts coUeAed 
and paid, out of fourteen thoufand pounds we had but 
four hundred remaining. My chief attention therefore was 
now to bring down the pride of my family to their cifcum- 
ilances ; for I well knew that afpiring beggary is wretched* 
nefs itfelf. * You cannot be ignorant, my children,' cried 
I, * that no prudence of ours could have prevented our 

* late misfortune ; but prudence may do much in difap- 

* pointing its.efFedts. We are now poor, my fondlings, 

* and wifdom bids us to conform to our humble fituation. 

* Let us then, without repining, give up thofe fplendours 

* with which numbers are wretched, and feek in humbler 

* circumftances that peace with which all may be happy. 

* The poor live pleafantly without our help, why then 

* fhould not we learn to live without theirs ? No, my 

* children, let us from this moment give up all pretenfions 

* to gentility ; we have ftill enough left for happinefs if we 
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* are wife, and let us draw upon content for the deficiencies 

* of fortune.' 

As my eldeft fon was bned a fcholar, I determined to 
fend him to town, where his abilities might contribute 
to our fupport and his own. The reparation of friends 
and families, is, perhaps, one of the moft diflrefsful cir- 
cumftances attendant on penury. The day foon arrived on 
which we were to difperfe for the firft time. My fon, 
after taking l^ve of his mother and the reft, who min- 
gled dieir tears with their kiflfes, came to afk a blefltng 
from me. This I gave from my heart, and which, added 
to five guineas, was all the patrimony I had now to be- 
ftoiv* * You are going, my boy,* cried I, ' to London on 
' foot, in the manner Hooker, your great anceAor, tra- 
' veiled there before you. Take from me the fame borfe 

* that was given him by the good Bifliop Jewel, this ftaff, 
' and take this book too. It will be your comfort on the 

* way : thefe two lines in it are worth a million : / have 

* been young and now am old ; yet never Jaw I the righteous 

* man forfakeny or his feed begging their bread. Let this be 

* your confolation as you travel on. Go, my boy ; whatever 
^ be thy fortune, let me fee thee once a year ; ftill keep a 

* good heart, and farewel.* As he was poffeffed of integrity * 
and honour, I was under no apprchenfions from throwing 
him naked into the amphitheatre of life ; for I knew he 
would aft a good part, whether vanquiffied or viftorious. 

His departure only prepared the way for our own, which 
arrived a few days afterwards. The leaving a neighbour- 
hood in which we had enjoyed fo many hours of tran- 
quillity, was not without a tear, which fcarce fortitude it- 
fclf could fupprefs. Befides, a journey of feventy miles to 
a family that had hitherto never been above ten from 
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^ome, filled us with apprehenficm, and the cries of the 
poor who followed us for fome milesi contributed to en- 
creafc it.- The firft day's journey brought us in fafety 
within thirty miles of our future retreat, and we put up for 
the night at an obfcure inn in a village by the way. When 
we were (hewn a room, I deiired the landlord, in my ufual 
way, to let us have his company, with which he complied, 
as what he drank would increafe the bill next morning. 
He knew, however, the whole neighbourhood to which I 
was removing, particularly Squire Thornhill, who was to 
be my landlord, and who lived within a few miles of the 
place. This gentleman he defcribed as one who dcfired to 
know little more' of the world than it's pleafures, being 
particularly remarkable for his attachment, to the fair fcx. 
He obferved that no virtue was able to refift his arts and 
afliduity, and that fcarce a farmer's daughter within ten 
miles round but what Had found him fuccefsful and faith- 
lefs. Though this account gave me fome pain, it had a 
very different efFe(S upon my daughters, whofe features 
feemed to brighten with the expedlation of an approach- 
ing triumph ; nor was my wife lefs pleafed and confident 
of their allurements and virtue. While our thoughts 
were thus employed, the hoftefs entered the room to in- 
form her hufband, that the ftrange gentleman, who had 
been two days in the houfe, wanted money, and could not 
fatisfy them for his reckoning. * Want money !' replied 
the hofl, * that muft be impoffible ; for it was no later 

* than yeftcrday he paid three guineas to our beadle to 

* fpare^an old broken foldier that was to be whipped 

* through the town for dog dealing.' The hoftefs, how- 
ever, ftill perfifting in her firft aflfertion, he was preparing 
to leave the room, fwearing that he would be fatisfied one 
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UrSiy or another, when I begged the landlord would intro- 
duce me to a ftmnger of fo nnich charity as he defcribed. 
With this he compli^, fiiqwing in a gentleman who 
feeined toibe about thirty, /dreft in clothes that once were 
laced.' His perfon was well formed, and his face marked 
with, the lines of thinkixig. He had fomething (hort and 
dry in.his^ddrefs, and £semed not to underftand cere- 
mony, or, to defpifei^. Upon the landkwd's leaving the 
room, : I cpMld nof avoid expreflfing my concern to the 
ftranger.at feeing a gentleman in fuch circumftances, and 
oSertd him my pyrfe to fatisfy the prefent demand. * I 
' take it with all my heart. Sir,' replied he, /and am glad 

* that a la[te;overfight in giving what mon^y I .b^d about 
' me ha$ (hewn me, that there are dill fome.men like you. 

* I mjaft; however, previoufly.intreaf being informed of the 

* name and refidence of my benefadlor, in oi;dcr to repay 

* him as fpop as poflible.' In .thi» I fatisfied hijcn fully, not 
only mentioning myname/and late misfortune, but the 
place to which I was going tp remove. ' This,' cried he, 

* happens ftill more lucky than I hoped for, as I am going 
^ the fame way myfelf, haying been detained here two days 
' by the floods, which I hppe,by to-morruw, will be. found 
' paffable.' I teftified th)?,pkafurc I (ho^ld have in his 
company, andmywifeanddaug^tters jpin^ \tx entreaty, 
he was prevailed upo^ to A^y fupper., The ftrangcr's 
converfation, which TYas,at^oncq pleafing) an^.inftrudlivcv 
induced me to wifti.fop a cofltifli^Hnce, of it,;,bi4t it;was now 
hig^ time to retire and ^f5,Te%lhment.^ the fatigues 
of thc.ifoUowjngday. .,. ,,..,, .,, . . ; } . j, .r :• 

The,' nqxt » moaning ,^^ pll fct foinyard together i my f a>- 
milyon,.borfeback, wl^c^r. Burchell, our. new compa* 
nion, waJkpd along th^^. footpath by the road fide^ obferv* 
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mg with a fttiUe, that ag we were 111 mcJuiitcd, he wouW 
be too generous to attempt leaving u$ behind. As the 
floods were not yet fubfided, We were obliged to hire a 
guide, who trotted on before, Mr. Burchell and I bring- 
ing up the rear. We lightened the fetigues of the- roacf 
with philofophical dtfputes, whieh he fecmcd to underftand 
perfedVly. But what furprized me moft was, that though 
he was a money-borrower, he defended his o{^k)na with 
as much obftinacy as if he had been my patroh. He now 
and then alfo informed me to whom the different (eats be- 
loi^ged that lay in our view as we traveiUsd the roflfd. 
' That,* cried he, pointing to a very magnificent houfe 
which ftiDod' at fome diftance, * belongs to Mt. Thornhillj 

* a young gentleman, who enjoys a large fortune, though 

* entirely dependant on the will of his uncle, Sir William 

* Thomhill, a gentleman, who content with a little him- 

* felf, permits his nephew to enjoy the reft, and chiefly re- 

* fides in town.'—* What !* cried I, * is my young landlord 

* then the nephew of a man, whofe virtues, generofity, and 

* fingularities, are fo univerfally known ? I have heard Sir 

* William Thomhill reprefented as one of the moft genc- 

* rous, yet whimfical men in^he kingdom ; a man of con- 

* fummatebenevolence*'-—* Something, perhaps, too much 
' fo,* replied Mr. Burchell, * at leaft he carried benevo- 
^ lence to an excefs when young ; for his paflionsiwere thien 

* ftrong, and as they all were upon the fide of virtue, they 

* led it up to a romantic extreme; He early began to' aim 
'at the qualifications of the foldicr and the fcholar; was 

* foon diftinguiftied in the army, and had fome reputatiort 

* among men of learning. Adulation ever follows the am- 

* bitious ; for fuch alone receive rtioft pleafure ft6itt flat- 

* tcry. He was furroundcd with crbwds, who fliewed him 
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only one fide of their charaAer ; fo that he began to lofe 
a regard for private intereft in univerfal fympathy. He 
loved all snankind ; for fortune prevented him from 
knovrmg that there were rafcals. Phyficians tell us of a 
diforder in which the whole body is fo exquiiitely fenfibk, 
that the flighted touch gives pain ; what fome have thus 
fuffered m their perfons, this gentleman felt in his mind. 
The flighted diftrefs, whether real or fi^^tious, touched 
him to the quick, and his foul laboured under a iickly 
fenfibility of the miferies of others. Thus difpofed to 
relieve^ it will be eafily conjeftured, he found numbers 
difpofed to folicit: his profuiions began .to impair his 
fortune but not his ^ood-nature ; that, indeed, was feen 
to increafe as the other feemed to decay ; he grew impro- 
vident as he grew poor ; and though he talked like a 
man of fenfe, his adtions were thofe of a fool. Still, 
however, being furrounded with importunity, and no 
longer able to fatisfy every requeft that was made him, 
inftead of money he gave promifes. They were all he 
had to beftow, and he had not refolution enough to give 
any man pain by a denial. By this he drew round him 
crowds of dependants whom he was fure to difappoint, 
yet wiflied to relieve. Thefe hung upon him for a time, 
and left him with merited reproaches and contempt. But 
in proportion ^s he became contemptible to others, he 
became de%icable to himfelf. His mind had leaned 
upon their adttl^tion, and that fupport taken away, he 
could find no* pleafure in the applaufe of his lieart, which 
hte httd never learnt to reverence. The world now began 
to weaf a dJflerent afpedt ; the flattery of his friends be- 
gan to dwindle into Ample approbation. Approbation 
foon took the more friendly, form of advice, and advice. 
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* When rcjeftcd, produced their reproaches. He liolfr, 
< thereftH^, found that fuch friends as benefits had gathered 

* round him', were little eAimable : he now found that a 

* man's own heart muft be ever given to gain that of ano- 

* ther. I now founds that— that— I forgot what I was going 
' to obfcrve :— in (hort, Sir, he refolved to refped himfelf, 

* and lay doNvn a plan of rcftoring his falling fortune. For 

* this purpofc, in his own whimfical manner, he travelled 

* through Europe on foot, and now, though he has fcarcc 

* attained the age of thirty, his circumftanccs are more 
' affluent than ever. At prcfent, his bounties are more 

* riitional and moderate than before ; but ftill he Ipreferves 

* the charad^er of an humourift, and finds moft pleafure in 
f eccentric virtues.' 

' My attention was fo much taken up by Mr. Burchell'^ 
account, that I fcarce looked forward as .lire i^ctit along, 
till we were alarmed by the cries of my famity ; when 
turning, I perceived my youngefl daughter in the midft of 
a rapid ftream, thrown from her horfe, and firu^ling with 
the torrent. She had funk twice, nor was it in my power 
to difengage myfelf in time to bring her relief. My fenfa- 
tions were even too violent to permit my attempting her re- 
fcue : (he muft have certainly periflied, had riot my com- 
panion, perceiving her danger, inftantly plunged in to her 
relief, and, with fome difficulty, brought he^ in (afety to 
the oppofite fhore. By taking the current a little further 
up, the reft of the family got fafel,y over.; where we had an 
opportunity of joining .our acknowledgments, to her's. Her 
gratitude may be more readily imagined than defcribed ; (he 
thanked her deliverer more wit|i looks than words, and 
continued to lean upon his arm, as if ftill willing' to receive 
aftiftance. My wife alfo hoped one day to hs^vc the, plea- 
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fare of returning his kindnefs at her own houfe. Thus, 
after we were refreflied at the next inn, and had dined to- 
gether, as Mr. Burchell was going to a different part of the 
country, he took leave ; and we purfued our journey. My 
wife obferving as we went, that (he liked him extremely, 
and protefting, that if he had birth and fortune to entitle 
him to match into fuch a family as ours, fhe knew no man 
ffae would fooner fix upon. I could not but fmile to hear 
her talk in this lofty ftrain : but I was never much dif- 
pleafed with thofe harmlefs delufions that tend to make us 
more happy. 



CHAP. IV, 

A PROOF THAT EVEN THE HUMBLEST FOETUNE MAY 
GRANT HAPPINESS, WHICH DEPENDS NOT ON CIR- 
CUMSTANCE, BUT CONSTITUTION. 

JL H E place of oiir retreat was in a little neighbourhood^ 
Gonfifling of farmers, who tilled their own grounds, and 
were equal ifa-argers to opulence and poverty. As they 
had almoft all the conveniencies of life within themfelves, 
they feldom vifite^ towns or cities in fearch of fuperfluities. 
Remote from the polite, they ftill retained the primaeval 
iimpllcity of manners ; and frugal by habit, they fcarce 
knew that temperance was a virtue. They wrought with 
chearfulnefs on days of labour ; but obferved feftivals as 
intervals of idlenefs and pleafure* They kept up the Chrift- 
mas carol, fent true-love knots on Valentine morning, eat 
pan-cakes on Shrove tide, fhewed their wit on the firft of 
April, and religioufly cracked nuts on Michaelmas eve. 
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Being apprized of our approach, the whole ne^hbourhood 
came out to meet their miniftery dreiTed in their fine 
clothesy and preceded by a pipe and tabor : a feaft alfo waa 
provided for our reception, at which we fate chearfiiUy 
down ; and what the converfation wanted in wit, was made 
up in laughter. 

Our little habitation was iituated at the foot of a floptng 
hill, fheltered with a beautiful underwood behind, and a 
prattling river before ; on one fide a meadow, on the other 
a green* My farm confided of about twenty acres of ex- 
cellent land, having given an hundred pounds for my pre- 
decelTor's good-will. Nothing could exceed the neatnefs 
of my little enclofures : the elms and hedge-rows appear- 
ing with inexprcffible beauty. My houfe confifled of but 
one flory, and was covered with thatch, which gave it an 
air of great fnugnefs ; the walls on the infide were nicely 
white-waflied, and my daughters undertook to adorn them 
with pidtures of their own defigning. Though the fame 
room ferved us for parlour and kitchen, that only made it 
the warmer. Befides, as it was kept with the utmoft neat- 
nefs, the difhes, plates, and coppers, being well fcouredy 
and all difpoied in bright rows on the fhelves, the eye wasr 
agreeably relieved, and did not want richer furniture. 
There were three other apartments, one for my wife and 
me, another for our two daughters, within our own, and 
the third, with two beds, for the reft of the children. 

The little republic to which I gave laws, was regulated 
in the following manner : by fun*rife we all adcmbled in 
our common apartment ; the fire beii^ previoufly kindled 
by the fervant. After we had faluted each other with pro* 
per ceremony, for I always thought fit to keep up fome 
mechanical forms of good-breeding, without which free* 
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dom ever defiroys friendihtpy we aU bent in gmtkude to 
that Being who gave us another day. This duty being 
performed^ my fon and I went to purfue our ufual in- 
duilry abroad, while my wife and daughters employed 
themfelves in providing breakfaft, which wa^ always ready 
at a certain time. I allowed half an hour for this meal, 
and an hour for dinner ; which time was taken up in inno- 
cent mirth between my wife and daughters, and in philo* 
fophical ai^guments between my fon and me. 

As we rofe with the fun, fo we never purfued our labour 
after it was gone down,^but returned home to the expecting 
family ; where fmiling looks, a neat hearth, and pieafant 
fire, were prepared for our reception. Nor were we with* 
out guefts : (bmetimes firmer Flamborough, our talkative 
neighbour, and often the blind {nper would pay us a vifitf 
and tafte our goofeberry wine ; for the making of which we 
had loft neither the receipt nor the reputation. Thefe harm- 
lefs people had feveral ways of being good company ; while 
one played, the other would fing fome foothing ballad, John- 
ny Armftrohg*s laft good-night, or the cruelty of Barbara 
Allen. The night was concluded in the manner we began 
the morning, my youngeft boys being appointed to read the 
leiTons of the day, and he that read loudeft, diftindieft, and 
beft, was to have an halfpenny on Sunday to put into the 
poor's box. 

When Sunday came, it was indeed a day of finery, 
which all my fumptuary edidts could not reftrain. How 
well foever I fancied my leisures againft pride had con- 
quered the vanity of my daughters, yet I ftill found them 
fecretly attached to all their former finery : they ftill loved 
laces, ribbands, bugles and catgut ; my wife herfelf re- 
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tained a paffion for her crimfon paduafoyi bccaufe I former- 
ly happened to fay it became her. 

The firft Sunday in particular their behaviour ferved to 
mortify me : I had deiired my girls the preceding night to 
be drift early the next day ; for I always loved to be at 
church a good while before the reft of the congregation. 
They pundually obeyed my dire£tions ; but when we were 
to aflemble in the morning at breakfaft, down came my 
wife and daughters, dreft out in all their former fplendour, 
their hair plaiftered up with pomatum, their faces patched 
to tafte, their trains bundled up into an heap behind, and 
ruftling at every motion. I could not help fmiling at their 
vanity, particularly that of my wife, from whom I expedled 
more difcretion. In this exigence, therefore, my only re- 
fource was to order my fon, with an important air, to call 
our coach. The girls were amazed at the command ; but I 
repeated it with more folemnity than before. * Surely, my 
dear, you jeft,' cried my wife, * we can walk it perfedly 
well : we want no coach to carry us now.*—* You mif- 
take, child,' returned I, ' we do want a coach ; for if we 
walk to church in this trim, the very children in the pa- 
rifli will hoot after us.' — * Indeed,' replied my wife, * I 
always imagined that my Charles was fond of feeing his 
children neat and handfome about him.' — * You may be 
as neat as you pleafe', interrupted I, * and I {hall love 
you the better for it ; but all this is not neatnefs, but frip- 
pery. Thefe rufflings, and pinkings, and patchings, will 
only make us hated by all the wives of our neighbours. 
No, my children,' continued I, more gravely, * thofc 
gowns may be altered into fomething of a plainer cut ; 
for finery is very unbecoming in us, who want the means 
of decency. I do not know whether fuch flouncing and 
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* fhredding is becoming even in the rich, if we confider, up- 

* on a moderate calculation, that the nakednefi^ of the indi- 

* gent world may be cloathed from the trimmings of the 

* vain.' 

This remonftrance had the proper efFeft ; they went with 
great cctnpofure, that very inftant, to change their drefs i 
and the next day I had the fatisfadion of finding my daugh- 
ters, at their own requeft, employed in cutting up their 
trains into Sunday waiilcoats for Dick and Bill, the two 
little ones ; and. what was dill more fatisfa£tory, the gowns 
feemed improved by this curtailing. 



CHAP. V. 

A NEW AND GREAT ACQJLTAINTANCE INTRODUCED. 
WHAT WE PLACE MOST HOPES UPON GENKRALlST 
PROVES MOST FATAL. 



A 



.T a fmall diftance from the houfe my predeceffor had 
made a feat, overfhaded by an hedge of hawthorn and ho- 
ney- fuckle. Here, when the weather was fine, and our la- 
bour foon finiihed, we ufuaUy fat together, to enjoy an ex- 
tenfive landfcape, in the calm of the evening. Here too we 
drank tea, which now wa^ become an occafional banquet ; and 
as we had it but feldom, it diffufed a new joy, the prepara^ 
tions for it being made with no fmall (hare of buftle and cere- 
mony. Onthefe occafioiis, our two little ones always read for 
us, and they were regularly ferved after we had done. Some- 
times, to give a variety to our amufements, the girls fung to 
the guitar ; and while they thus formed a little concert, my 
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wife and I would ftroU down the flopiiigfieldi that was etnrv 
belliihed with blue-bells and centuary, talk of our child- 
ren with rapture, and enjoy the breeze that wafted both 
health and harmony. 

In this manner we began to find that every fituation in life 
may bring it's own peculiar pleafures: every momJhg wak- 
ed us to a repetition of toil ; but the evening repaid it with 
vacant hilarity. 

It was about the beginning of autumn, on a hoUday, for 
I kept fuch as intervals of relaxation from labour, that I had 
drawn out my family to oUr ufual pjace.of amufement, and 
our young muficians began their ufual concert. As we were 
thus engaged, we faw a flag bound nimbly by, within a- 
bout twenty paces of where we weje fitting, and by it's 
panting, it feemed prefl by the hunters. We had not much 
time to rcfle(ft upon the poor animal's diftrefs, when we 
perceived the dogs and horfemen come fweeping along at 
fome diflance behind, and making the very path it had 
taken; I was inilantly for returning in with my family ; 
but either curiofity or furprize, or fome more hidden mo- 
tive, held my 'wife and daughteis to their feats. The huntf- 
man, who rode foremofl, paft us with great fwiftnefs, fol- 
lowed by four or five perfolis more, who feemed in equal 
hafle. At lail, a young gentleman of a moregetiDed appear- 
ance fhan therefl, came forward, and for a while regarding 
us, inftead of purfuing the chace, flopt (hort, and giving 
his horfe to a fervant who attended, appr(^K:hed us with a 
carelefs fuperior air. He feemed to want no jtitrodudion, 
but was going to falute my daughters as one certain of a 
kind reception ; but they had early learnt the leff!>n of look- 
ing prefumption out of countenaince. Upoh whidi he let us 
know that his name was Thornhill, and 'that he was owner 
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bf the cftate that lay for fome extent round us. He again, 
therefore, offered to falute the female part of the family ; 
and fuch was the power of fortune and fine clothes, that 
he foqnd no fecond repulfe. As his addrefs, though con* 
fident, was eafy, we foon became more familiar; and per* 
ceiving mufical inftruments lying near, he begged to be fa« 
voured with a fong. As I did not appn>ve of fuch dif- 
proportioned acquaintance, I winked upon my daughters, in 
order to prevent their compliance ; but my hint was coun* 
teradled by one from their mother ; fo that with achearful 
air they gave us a favourite fong of Dryden's. Mn 
Thomhill feemed highly delighted with their performance 
and choice, and then took up the guitar himfelf. He play- 
ed but very indifferently ; however, my eldeft daughter re- 
paid his former applaufe with intereft, and affured him 
that his tones were louder than even th<rf: of her mafter. 
At this compliment he bowed, which (he returned with a 
curtfey. He praifed her tafte, and (he commanded his un- 
derftanding: an age could not have made them better ac- 
quainted. While the fond mother too, equally happy, 
infifted upon her landlord's ftepping in, and tailing a glafs 
of her goofeberry. The whole familyfeemed eameft to pleafe 
him: my girls attempted to entertain him with topidcs 
they thought mod modern ; while Mofes, on the contrary, 
gave him a queftion or two from the ancients, for which 
he had the fatisfadion of being laughed at : my little ones 
were no lefs bufy, and fondly ftuck clofe to the ftranger. 
All my endeavours could fcarce keep their dirty fingers 
from handling and tamifhing the lace on his clothes, and 
lifting up the flaps of his pocket holes, to fee what was 
there. At the approach of evening he took leave ; but 
not till he had requefted permiffion to renew his vifit, 
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which, as he was our landlord, we moft readily agreed 
to. 

As foon as he was gone, my wife called a council on the 
condudl of the day. She was of opinion, that it was a 
moft fortunate hit ; for that (he had known even ftranger 
things than that brought to bear. She hoped again to fee 
the day in which we might hold up our heads with the bed 
of them ; and concluded, (he proteded (he could fee no rea- 
fon why the two Mifs Wrinklers (hould marry great for- 
tunes, and her children get none. As this laft argument 
was direded to me, I protefted I could fee no reafon for it 
neither; nor why Mr. Simpkins got the ten thoufand 
pound prize in the lottery, and we fate down with a blank. 

* I protefi, Charles,' cried my wife, ^ this is the way you 
' always damp my girls and me when we are in fpirits. Tell 

* me Soph, my dear, what do you think of our new vifitorf 

* Don't you think he feemed to be good-natured?' * Im^ 
' menfely fo, indeed, mamma,' replied fhe ; * I think he 
' has a great deal to fay upon every thing, and is never at 
' a lofs ; and the more trifling the fubjed, the more he has 

* to fay.' * Yes,' cried Olivia, * he is well enough for a 
' man ; but for my part, I don't much like him, he is fo 
' extremely impudent and familiar ; but on the guitar he is 
< jlhocking,' . Thefe two laft fpeeches I interpreted by con- 
traries. I found by this, that Sophia internally defpifed, 
as much as Olivia fecretly admired him, * Whatever may 

* be your opinions of him, my children,' cried I, ' to con- 
^ fefs a truth, he has not prepoflcft me in his favour. Dif- 

* proportioned friendftiips ever terminate in difguft: and I 

* thought, notwithftanding all his eafe, that he feemed per- 

* fecSlly fenfible of the diftance between us. Let us keep 
' to companions of our own rank. There is no charader 
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* more contemptible, than a man that is a fortune-hunter ; 
' and I can fee no reafon why fortune-hunting women 

* fliould not be contemptible too. Thus, at beft, we (hall 
^ be contemptible if his views are honourable ; but if they 

* be otherwife ! I ftiould fhudder but to think of that ! It is 

* true, I have no apprehenfions from the conduct of my 

* children, but I think there are fome from his charadcr.* 
I would have proceeded, but for the interruption of a fcr- 
vant from the fquire, who, with his compliments, fcnt us a 
fide of venifon, and a promife to dine with us fome days 
after. This well-timed prefent pleaded more powerfully 
in his favour, than any thing I had to fay could obviate. I 
therefore continued filent, fatisfied with juft having pointed 
out danger, and leaving it to their own difcretion to avoid 
it. That virtue which requires to be ever guarded, is fcarce 
worth the centinel. 



CHAP. VI. 



THE HAPPINESS OF A COUNTRY FIRE-SlDE. 



A 



S we carried on the former difpute with fome degree 
of warmth, in order to accommodate matters, it was univer- 
fally agreed, that we fhould have a part of^he venifon for 
fupper, and the girls undertook the tafk with alacrity. * I 

* am forry,' cried I, ' that we have no neighbour or ftran- 

* ger to take part in this good cheer : feafts of this kind ac- 

* quire a double relifti from hofpitality.' * Blefs me,' cried 
my wife, * here comes our good friend Mr. Burchell, that 
' faved our Sophia, and that run you down fairly in the ar- 
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' gument.' ' Confute me in argument, child!' cried L 
' You miflake there^ my dear. I believe there are but 

* few that can do that : I never difpute your abilities at 
^ making a goofe-pye, and I beg you'll leave argument to 

* me.' As I fpoke, poor Mr. Burchell entered the houfe, 
and was welcomed by the family, who fliook him heartily 
by the hand, while little Dick offidoufly reached him a 
chair. 

I was pleafed with the poor man's friendihip for two rea- 
Ions ; becaufe I knew that he wanted mine, and I knew 
him to be friendly as far as he was able. He was known 
in our neighbourhood by the charader of the poor gentle- 
man that would do no good when he was young, though 
he was not yet thirty. He would at intervals talk with 
great good fenfe ; but in general he was fondeft of the com- 
pany of children, whom he ufed to call harmlefs little men. 
He was famous, I found, for finging them ballads, and 
telling them ftories ; and feldom went out without fome- 
thing in his pockets for them, a piece of gingerbread, or an 
halfpenny whiAle. He generally came for a few days into 
our neighbourhood once a year, and lived upon the neigh- 
bours hofpitality. He fat down to fupper among us, and 
my wife was not fparing of her goofeberry-wine. The tale 
went round, he fung us old fongs, and gave the children 
the ftory of the Buck of Beverland, with the hiftory of. Pa- 
tient Grizzel, the adventures of Catfkin, and then fair Ro- 
famond's bower. Our cock, which always crew at eleven, 
now told us it was time for repofe ; but an unforefeen dif- 
ficulty ftarted about lodging the ilranger : all our beds were 
already taken up, and it was too late to fend him to the 
next alehoufe. In this dilemma, little Dick offered him 
his part of the bed, if his brother Mofes would let him lie 
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iwith him. * And I,' cried Bill, * will give Mr. Bardiell 
' my part, if my lifters will take me to theirs.* * Well 

* done, my good children,* cried I, * hofpitality is one of 

* the iirft chriftian duties." The beaft retires to his (helter, 
^ and the bird flies, to it's neft ; but helplefs man can only 
^ find refuge from his fellow-creature. The greateft ftraa- 

* ger in this world was he that came to fave it. He never 
' had an houfe, as if willing to fee what hofpitality was left 
^ remaining amongft us. Deborah, my dear,' cried I to 
my wife, * give thofe boys a lump of fugar each ; and let 

* Dick's be the largeft^ becaufe he fpoke firft.' 

In the morning early I called out my whole family to 
help at faving an after-growth of hay, and our gucft offer- 
ing his ai£ftance, he was accepted among the number. Our 
labours went on lightly, we turned the fwath to the wind, 
I went foremoft, and the reft followed in due fucceftion. I 
could not avoid, however, obferving the afiiduity of Mr. 
Burchell in affifting my daughter Sophia in her part of the 
talk. When he had ftnifhed his own, he would join in 
her's, and enter into a clofe converfation : but I had too 
good an opinion of Sophia's underftanding, and was too 
well convinced of her ambition, to be under any uneaiinefe 
from a man of broken fortune. When we were finiftied 
for the day, Mr. Burchell was invited as on the night be- 
fore ; but he refufed, as he was to lie that night at a 
neighbour's, to whofe child he was carrying a whittle. 
When gone, our converfation at fupper turned upon our late 
•unfortunate gueft. * What a ftrong inftance,' faid I, * is 

* that poor man of the mifcries attending a youth of levity 

* and extravagance ! He by no means wants fenfe, which 

* only ferves to aggravate his former folly. Poor foriorn 
' creature, where are now the revellers, the flatterers, that 
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' he could once infpire and command ! gone, perhaps, to 
' attend the bagnio pander, grown rich by his extravagance. 
' They once praifed him, and now they applaud the pan-* 
' der : their former raptures at hb wit, are now converted 
' into farcafms at his folly : he is poor, and perhaps deferves 
' poverty ; for he has neither the ambition to be indepen- 
* dent, nor the fkill to be ufeful.' Prompted perhaps by 
fome fecret reafons, I delivered this obfervation with too 
much acrimony, which my Sophia gently reproved. * What- 
foever his former condudl may be, papa, his circumilances 
ihould exempt him from cenfure now. His prefent indi- 
gence is a fufficient punifhment for former foUy; and I 
have heard my papa himfelf fay, that we ihould never 
flrike one unneceflary blow at a vidlim over whom Pro- 
vidence holds the fcourge of it's refentment.' * You arc 
right, Sophia,' cried my fon Mofes, * and one of the an- 
cients finely reprefents fo malicious a condudt, by the at<> 
tempts of a ruftick to flay Marfyas, whofe ikin, the fable 
tells us, had been wholly flripped off by another. Be- 
fides, I don't know if this poor man's (ituation be fo bad 
as my father would reprefent it. We are not to judge of 
the feelings of others by what wc might feel if in their 
place. However dark the habitation of the mole to our 
eyes, yet the animal itfelf finds the apartment fufHciently 
lightfome. And to confefs the truth, this man's mind 
feems fitted to his ftation ; for I never heard any one 
more fprightly than he was to-day, when he converfed 
with you.* This was faid without the leafl defign, how- 
ever it excited a bluih, which (he flrove to cover by an af- 
fedted laugh ; affuring him, that fhe fcarce took any no- 
tice of what he faid to her; but that (he believed he might 
once have been a very fine gentleman. The readinefs with 



VICAR OF WAKEFIELD. 29 

which (he undertook to vindicate herfelf, and herblufhing^ 
were fymptoms I did not internally approve ; but I re- 
preiTed my fufpicions. 

As we expecfted our landlord the next day, my wife- went 
to make the venifon-pafty ; Mofes fat reading, while I 
taught the little ones : my daughters feemed equally bufy 
with the reA ; and I obferved them for a good while cook- 
ing fomething over the fire. I at firft fuppofed they were 
affifting their mother; but little. Dick informed me in a 
whifper that they were making a wafti for the face. Wafties 
of all kinds I had a natural antipathy to ; for I knew that 
indead of mending the complexion they fpoiled it. I 
therefore approached my chair by fly degrees to the fire, 
and grafping the poker, as if it wanted mending, feemingly 
by accident, overturned the whole compofition, and it was 
too late to begin another. 



CHAP. VII. 

A TOWN WIT DESCRIBED. THE DULLEST FELLOWS 
MAY LEARN TO BE COMICAL FOR A NIGHT OR 
TWO. 



W> 



HEN the morning arrived on which we were to en- 
tertain our young lahdlord, it may be eafily fuppofed what 
provifions were exhaufied to make an appearance. It may 
alfo be conjeftured that my wife and daughters expanded 
their g^yeft plumage upon this occafion. Mr. Thornhill 
came with a couple of friends, his chaplain and feeder. The 
fervants, who were numerous, he politely ordered to the 
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next alehoufc : but my wife, in the. triumph of her heart, 
infixed on entertaining them all ; for which, hj the bye, 
our family were pinched for three weeks after. As Mr. 
Burchell had hinted to us the day before, that he was mak- 
ing fome propofals of marriage to Mifs Wilmot, my fon 
George's former miftrefs, this a good deal damped the 
heartinefs of his reception ; but accident, in fome meafure, 
relieved our embarraifment ; for one of the company hap- 
pening to mention her name, Mr. Thomhill obferved with 
an oath, that he never knew any thing more abfurd than 
calling fuch a fright a beauty: * For ftrike me ugly,' con« 
tinued he, ' if I fhould not find as much pleafure in 
' chuiing my miftrefs by the information of a lamp under 
' the clock at St. Dunftan's!' At this he laughed, and fo 
did we; the j^s of the rich are ever fuccefsful. Olivia 
too could not avoid whifpering, loud enough to be heard, 
that he h^d an infinite fund of humour. 

After dinner I began with my ufual toaft, the church ; 
for this I was thanked by the chaplain, as he faid the 
church was the only miftrefs of his afFeftions. * Come, 

* tell us honeftly, Frank,' faid the fquire, with his ufual 
archnefs, * fuppofe the church, your prefent miftrefs, dreft 
' in lawn fleeves, on one hand, and Mifs Sophia, with no 

* lawn about her, on the other, which would you be for ?' 

* For both, to be fure,' cried the chaplain. * Right, Frank,' 
cried the fquire ; * for may this glafs fufFocate me, but a 

* fine girl is worth all the prieftcraft in the creation. For 
' what are tythes and tricks but an impofition, all a con* 

* founded impofture, and I can prove it.' * I wifh you 

* would,' cried my fon Mofes, * and I think,' continued 
he, * that I Ihould be able to anfwer you.' * Very well, 

* Sir,' cried the fquire, who immediately fmoaked him, and 
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winked qq the reft of the company, to prepare us for the 
fport, ' if you are for a cool argument upon that fubjeft, I 

* am ready to accept the challenge. And firft, whether are 

* you for managing it analogically, or dialogically V < I * 

* am for managing it rationally,' cried Mofes, quite happy ' 
at being permitted to difpute. * Good again !' cried the 
fquire ; ' and firftly of the firft. I hope youUl not deny 

* whatever is, is : if you don't grant me that, I can go no 
' farther.* * Why,' returned Mofes, ' I think I may grant 

* that, and makethe beft of it.' * I hope too,' returned the 
other, * you will grant that a part is lefs than the whole/ 

* I grant that too,' cried Mofes, * it is but juft and reafon- 

* able.' ^ I hope,' cried the fquire, * you will not deny 

* that the two angles of a triangle are equal to two right 

* ones.' * Nothing can be plainer,' returned t'other ; and 
looked round with his ufual importance. * Very well,* 
cried the fquire, fpeaking very quick, * the premifes b^ing 

* thus fettled, I proceed to obferve, that the concatenation 

* of fclf-exiftences, proceeding in a reciprocal duplicate ra- 

* tio, naturally produce a problematical dialogifm, which in 

* fome meafure proves that the effence of fpirituality may 

* be referred to the fecond predicable.' * Hold, hold !' cried 
the other, * I deny that. Do you think I can thus tamely 

* fubmit to fuch heterodox dodlrines ?' * What,' replied 
the fquire, as if in a paflion, * not fubmit ! Anfwer me one 

* plain queftion : Do you think Ariftotle right, when he fays 

* that relatives are related?' * Undoubtedly,' replied the 
other. * If fo, then,' cried the fquire, * anfwer me dired- 

* ly to what I propofe: Whether do you judge the analyti- 

* cal inveftigation of the firft part of my enthymem deficient 

* fecundum quoad, or quoad minus, and give me your rea- 
*fons: I fay, direitly !* M proteft,' cried Mofes, *I 
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^ don't rightly comprehend the force of your reafoning ; but 
' if it be reduced to one fingle propofition, I i^ncy it may 

* then have an anfwer.' * O, Sir,* cried thefquire, * I am 

* your mod humble fervant ; I find you want me to fumilh 

* you with argument and intcUedts too. No, Sir,"<here I 

* proteft you are too hard for me.' This efFeSually raifed 
the laugh againft poor Mofes, tvho fat the only difmal 
figure in a groupe of merry faces ; nor did he ofier a fingle 
fyllable more during the whole entertainment. 

But though all this gave me no pleafure, it had a very 
dififerent efFeS upon Olivia, who miftook it for humour, 
though but atnere adi of the memory. She thought him 
therefore a very fine gentleman : and fuch as confidet M^hat 
powerful ingredients a good figure, fine clothes, and for- 
tune, arc in that charader, will eafily forgive her. Mr. 
Thomhill, notwithftanding his real ignorance, talked with 
cafe, and could expatiate upon the common topicks of con-- 
verfation with fluency. It is not furprizing then that fuch 
talents (hould win the affedlions of a girl, who by educati^- 
on was taught to value an appearance in herfelf, and confe* 
quently to fet a value upon it in another. 

Upon his departure, we again entered into a debate upon 
the merits of our young landlord. As he diredled his looks 
and converfation to Olivia, it was no longer doubted but 
that (he was the objedl that induced him to be our vifitor. 
Nor did (he feem to be much difpleafed at the innocent 
raillery of her brother and fifter upon this occafion. Even 
Deborah herfelf feemed to fhare the glory of the day, and 
exulted in her daughter's viftory as if it were her own. 

* And now, my dear,' cried (he to me, * I'll fairly own, 
' that it was I that inftrudled my girls to encourage our 
^landlord's addre(re$. I had always fome ambition, and 
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you now fee that I was right; for who knows how this 
may end?' * Aye, who knows that indeed!* anfwcrcd I 
with a groan: * for my part I don't much like it ; and I 
could have been better pleafed with one that was poor and 
honeily than this fine gentleman with his fortune and inB- 
delity : for depend on't, if he be what I fufpedl him, no 
free-thinker fhall ever have a child of mine!' 

* Sure, father,' cried Mofes, * you are too fevere in 
this ; for Heaven will never arraign him for what he 
thinks, but for what he does. Every man has a thoufand 
vicious thoughts, which arife without his power to fup- 
prefs. Thinking freely of religion may be involuntary 
with this gentleman : fo that allowing his fentiments to be 
wrong, yet as he is purely paffive in his- aflcnt, he is no 
more to be blamed for his errors, than the governor of a 

' city without walls for the ihelter he is obliged to afibrd an 
invading enemy.' - - 

* True, my fon,* cried I ; * but if the governor invites 
the enemy there, he is juftly culpable. And fuch is al- 
ways the cafe with thofe who embrace error. The vice 
does not lie in aiTenting to the proofs they fee, but in 
being blind to many of the proofs that offer. So that, though 
our erroneous opinions be involuntary when formed, yet 
as we have been wilfully corrupt, or very negligent in 
forming them, w-e defervc punifhment for our vice, or 
contempt for our folly.' 

My wife now kept up the converfation, though not the 
argument : (he obferved, that feveral very prudent men of 
our acquaintance were free-thinkers, and made very good 
hufbands ; and (he knew fome C^nfible girls that had ikill 
enough to make converts of their fpoufes: * And who 
' knows, my dear,' continued (he, ' what Olivia may be 

D 
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' ibk to do? The girl hasagreat deal to taf npontwery 

* fubjcAy and to my knowledge is very well ikiUed in oon«> 

* Ifovcrfy.' 

* Why, fny41iar,wM controverfy can (he hare read T cried 
L * It does not occur to me that I ever pufr fuch books into 

* her hands t you certainly over-rate her merit/ ' In^- 
^ deed» papa/ refdie^ OUvia, <ihe does not: I have read a 
' great deal of controverfy, I have read the difputes be- 
' tween Thwackum and Square ; the oontroverfy be^ 
^ tween Robinibn Crufoe apd Friday the favage, and I 

* am now enq>loyed in reading the controverfy inReli^ous^ 

* CourtOiip/ ' Very well,' cried I, * that's a good girf; I 
' find you are perfedly qualified for making converts, and 
' fo go help your mother lo make the goofeberry^pye.' 



CHAP. VIII. 

AN AMOiUa, WHICH PROMISES LITTLE GOOD FOE« 
TUNE, YET MAY BE PRODUCTIVE OF MUCH. 

X HE next morning we were again vifitcd by Mn Bur- 
ehelly though I began, for certain reafons, to be difpleafed 
with the frequency of his return : but I could not refufe him 
my company and fire-fide. It is true his labour more than 
requited his entertainment ; for he wrought among us with 
vigour, and either in the meadow, or at the hay-rick, put 
himfelf foremofi. BefldeS| he had always fomething a- 
mufing to fay that leflfened our toil, and was at once fo out 
of the way, and yet fo fenfible, that I loved, laughed at, and 
pitied him. My only diflike arofe from an attachment be 
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dircovored to my daughter : he would in a jefting manner 
call her his Httle miihefs, m\d when he bought each of the 
girls a let of ribbUnds, her's was the iineft. I knew not 
howy but he every day feemed to become more amiable, 
his wit to improre, and his fimplicity to aflfume the fuperior 
airs of wifdom. 

Our family dined in the field, and we (zt, or rather re- 
clined, round a temperate repaft, our cloth fpread upon the 
hay, while Mr. Burchell gave chearfulnefs to the feaft. 
To heighten our fatisfa6lion, two black-birds anfwered 
each other from oppofite hedges, the familiar red-bread 
came and pecked the crumbs from our hands, and every 
found feemed but the echo of tranquility. ^ I n^ver fit 
thus,' fays Sophia, * but I think of the two lovers, fo 
fweedy defcribed by Mr. Gay, who were ftruck dead in 
each other's arms. There is fometbing fo pathetic in 
the defcription, that I have read it a hundred times with 
new rapture.' * In my opinion/ /^ied my fon, *- the 
fineft ftrokes in that defcription are much below thofe in 
the Acis and Galatea of Ovid. The Roman poet under- 
ftands the ufe of cmtraft better, and upon that figure, 
artfully managed, all ftrengthinthe pathetic depends.' 
It is remarkable,' cried Mr. Burchell, 'that both 'the 
poets you mention have equally contributed to inthxiuce 
a falfe tade into their refpe(flive countries, by loading all 
their lines with epithet. Men of little genius found them 
mod eafily imitated in their defeds, and Englifh poetry, 
like that in the latter empire of Rome, is nothing at 
prefent but a combination of luxuriant images, with- 
out plot or connexion ; a firing of epithets that improve 
the found without carrying on the fenfe. But perhaps, 
Madam, while I thus reprehend others, you'll think it 

Da 
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' juft that I ihould give them an opportunity to retaliate ; 
' and indeed I have made this remark only to have an op- 
' portunity of introducing to the company a ballad^ ^hich, 
* ¥^tever be it*s other dcfedls, is, I think, at leaft fre^ 
' from tl^ofe I have mentioned/ 



A BALLAD, 



I T"^ 



URN, gentle hermit of the dale, 
* And guide my lonely way, 

* To where yon taper chears the vale 

* With hofpitabfe ray. 

* For here forlorn and loft I tread, 

* With fainting fteps and flow ; 

^ Where wilds immeafurably fpread, 
^ Seem lengthening as I go.' 

* Forbear, my fon,' the hermit cries, 

' To tempt the dangerous gloom ; 

* For yonder faithlefs phantom flies 

* To lure thee to thy doom. 

* Here to the houfelefs child of want, 

* My door is open ftill ; 

* And though my portion is but fcant, 

* I give it with good- will. 

* Then turn to-night, and freely fliare 

* Whatever my cell beftows ; 
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* My rufliy couch> and frugal fare, 

* My blefTing and repofe. 

* No flocks that range the valley free, 

* To (laughter I condefnn ; 

' Taught by that Power that pities me, 

* I learn to pity them. 

* But from the mountain's grafly fide, 

* A guiltlefs feaft I bring ; 

* A fcrip with herbs and fruits fupply'd, 

' And water from the fpring. 

* Then, pilgrim, turn, thy cares forego ; 

* All earth-born cares are wrong : 

* Man wants but little here below, 

* Nor wants that little long.' 

Soft as the dew from heav'n defcends. 

His gentle accents fell. 
The modeft^ ftranger lowly bends. 

And follows to the cell. 

Far in a \<rildernefs obfcurc 

The lonely manfion lay ; 
A refuge to the neighbouring poor. 

And ftrangers led aftray. 

No ftores beneath it's humble thatch 

Required a matter's care ; 
The wicket, opening with a latch, 

Receiv'd the harmlefs pair. 
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And now, when bufy crowds retiie 

To take their evening reft. 
The hermit trimm'd his little fire. 

And chear'd his penfive gueft: 

And fpread his vegetable (lore. 

And gaily prefs'd and fmil'd ; 
And, ikill'd in legendary lore. 

The lingering hours beguil'd. 

Around in fympathetic mirth 

It's tricks the kitten tries ; 
The cricket chirrups in the hearth. 

The crackling faggot flies. 

But nothing could a charm impart 
To foothe the flranger's woe ; 

For grief was heavy at his heart. 
And tears began to flow. 

His rifing cares the hermit fpy'd. 
With anfwering care opprefs'd : 

* And whence, unhappy youth>' he cry'd, 

• The forrows of thy bread ? 

^ From better habitations fpum*d, 

' Reludant doft thou rove ; 
' Or grieve for friendfhip unretum'd, 

' Or unregarded love ? 

* Alas ! the joys that fortune brings, 

^ Are trifling, and decay ; 
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^ And thofe who priie the psiltry things^ 
< More triflii% ftill than they. 

^ And what is friendfliip but a name, 
' A charm that lulls to fleep ; 

* A (hade that follows wealth or (amej, 

* But leaves the wretch to weep ? 

^ And love is ftill an emptier found, 

* The modem fair-one's jcft : 

* On earth unfecn, or only found 

* To warm the turtle's neft. 

* For (hame, fond youth, thy forrows hufh, 

* And fpum the fex!' he faid : 
But while he fpoke a riflng blufii 

His love-lorn gueft bctray'd. 

Surprised he fees npw beauties rife 

Swift mantling to the view. 
Like colours o'er the fltomirtg (kies ; 

As bright, as tranfient too. 

» 

The bafhful look, the rifing br eaft. 

Alternate fpread alarms ; 
The lovely ftranger (lands confeft, 

A maid in all her charms. 



And — * Ah, forgive a ftrangcr rudc, 
* A wretch forlorn,* (he cry'd ; 

Whofe feet unhallow'd fliui intrude 
Where hes^veh snd you rdide. 
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' But let a maid thy pity (hare^ 
^ Whom love has taught to ftray ; 

' Who feeks for reft, but finds defpair 
' Companion of her way. 

* My father liv'd befide the Tync, 

^ A wealthy lord was he ; 
' And aU his wealth was mark'd as mine, 
^ He had but only me. 

' To win me from his tender arms, 

* Unnumber'd fuitors came ; 

* Who prais'd me for imputed charms, 

' And felt or feign'd a flame. 

' Each hour a mercenary crowd 
*• With richeft proffers ftrove z 

* Among the reft young Edwin bow'd, 

* But never talk'd of love. 

< In humble, fimpleft habit dad, 

* No wealth nor power had he ; 

* Wifdom and worth were all he had, 

* But thefe were all to me. 

' The blofTom opening to the day, 

'The dews of heav'n refin'd, 
' Could nought of purity difplay, 



< 



To emulate his mind. 



' The dew, the blofTom on the tree, 
' With charms inconftant (hine; 
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* Their channs were his, but woe to me, 

* Their conftancy was mine! 

* For ftill I try'd each fickle art, 

' Importunate and vain: 

* And while his paflion touch'd my heart, 

* 1 triumphed in his pain. 

* Till quite dejefted with my fcom, 

' He left me to my pride ; 

* And fought a folitude forlorn, 

* In fecret where he died, 

* But mine the forrow, mine the fault, 

* And well my life (hall pay ; 

* rU feek the folitude he fought, 
' And ftretch me where he lay : 

* And there forlorn, defpairing, hid, 

^ rillay me down and die; 

* *Twas fo for me that Edwin did, 

* And fo for him will I.* 

' Forbid it, Heav'n !' the Hermit cry'd. 
And dafp'd her to his breaft. 

The wondering fair-one tum'd to chide, 
'Twas Edwin's felf that prefs'd. 

* Turn, Angelina, ever dedr; 

* My charmer, turn to fee, 

* Thy own, thy long loft Edwin here ; 

' Reftor'd to love and thee ! 
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' Thus let me hold thee to my heart, 
' And ev'iy care refign : 

* And (hall we never, never part, 

* My life — my all that's mine I 

' Noy never from this hour to part: 

* We'll live and love fo true ; 

* The figh that rends thy conftant heart, 

' Shall break thy Edwin's too/ 



While this ballad was reading, Sophia feemed to mix 
an air of tendernefs with her approbation. But our tran- 
quility was foon difturbed by the report of a gun juft by 
us, and immediately after a man was feen burfiingthrough 
the hedge, to take up the game he had killed. This fportf- 
man was the fquire's chaplain, who had ihot one of the 
black-birds that fo agreeably entertained us. So loud a 
report, and fo near, ftartled my daughters ; and I could 
perceive that Sophia, in the fright, had thrown herfelf in- 
to Mr. Burchell's arms for prote£lion. The gentleman 
came up, and afked pardon for having difturbcd us; af- 
firming that he was ignorant of our being fo near. He there- 
fore fat down by my youngeft daughter, and,fportfman like, 
ofiered her what he had killed that morning. She was go- 
ing to ref ufe, but a private lode firom her mother ibon in- 
duced her to corre6t the miftake, and accept his prefent, 
though with fome relndance. My wife, as ufual, difcovered 1 
her pride in a whifper; obferving that Sophia bad made a 
conqueft of the chaplain, as well as her lifter had of the 
fquire. I fufpeded, however, with more piobability, that 
her afFe<Stions were placed upon a ififferent objedk. The 
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chaplain's errand was to inform us, that Mr. Thomhill 
had provided muikk and refreihinentSy and intended diat 
night giving the foung ladies a ball by moon light, oa 
the grafs-plot before our door. ' Nor can I deny/ conti- 
nued he, * but I have an intereft in being firft to deli* 

* ver this meiTage, as I exped for my reward to be ho- 
' noured with Mifs Sophia's hand as a partner.' To this my 
girl replied, that (he (hould have no objedtion, if (he could 
do it with honour : * But here,' continued (he, ^ is a gen* 

* tleman,' looking at Mr. Burchell, ' who has been my 
^ companion ih the tafk for the day, and it is fit he fliould 
' (hare in it's amufements.' Mr. Burchell returned her m 
compliment for her intentions ; but refigned her up to the 
chaplain ; adding that he was to go that night five aiiles, 
being invited to an harveft fupper. His ref ufal appeared to 
me a little extraordinary, nor could I conceive how fo 
fenfifok a girl as my youngeft, could thus prefer a man of 
br<dEen fortunes to one whofe expedtations'were muchgreat- 
cr. But as men are mod capable of diftinguilhing merit 
in women, (o the ladies often fonn the truefl judgments of 
us. The two fexes feem placed as fpies upon each other, 
and are fumtihed with different abilities, adapted for mu- 
tual infpe£tion. 

CHAP. IX. 

TWO LADIES OF GREAT DISTINCTION INTRODUCED. 
SUPERIOR FINERY EVER SEEMS TO CONFER SUPE- 
RIOR BREEDING. 

XVXR. Burchell had fcarce taken leave, and Sophia con« 
, fented to dance with the chaplain, when my little ones 
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came running out to tell us, that thefquire was come, with 
a crowd of company. Upon our return, we found our 
landlord with a couple of under-gentlemen and two young 
ladies richly drefled, whom he introduced as women of 
very great diAindtion and fafliion from town. We hap-» 
pened not to have chairs enough for the whole company ;' 
but Mr. Thomhill immediately propofed that every gen- 
tleman (hould (it in a lady's lap. This I pofitively ob- 
jeded to, notwithftanding a look of difapprobation from 
my wife. Mofes was therefore difpatched to borrow a 
couple of chairs ; and as we were in want of ladies to 
make up a fet at country-dances, the two gentlemen went 
with him in quefi of a couple of partners. Chairs and 
partners were foon provided. The gentlemen returned 
with my neighbour Flamborough's rofy daughters, flaunt- 
ing with red top-knots. But an unlucky circumftance 
was not adverted to : though the Mifs Flamboroughs were 
reckoned the very beft dancers in the parifli, and under- 
ftood the jig and the round-about to perfedtion, yet they 
were totally unacquainted with country-dances. This at 
firft difcompofed us : however, after a little (hoving and 
drawing, they at laft went merrily on. Our mufic con- 
fided of two fiddles, with a pipe and tabor. The moon 
fhone bright. Mr. Thomhill and my eldeft daughter led 
up the ball, to the great delight of the fpedators ; for the 
neighbours, hearing what was going forward, came flock- 
ing about us. My girl moved with fo much grace and 
vivadty, that my wife could not avoid difcovering the pride 
of her heart, by aflTuring me, that though the little chit 
did it fo cleverly, all the fteps were ftolen from herfelf. 
The ladies of the town ftrove hard to be equally eafy, but 
without fuccefs. They fwam, fprawled, languifhed, and 
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frifked ; but all would not do : the gazers indeed owned 
that it was fine : but neighbour Flamborough obferved, 
that Mifs Livy's feet feemed as pat to the mufic as its 
edio. After the dance had continued about an hour, the 
two ladies, who were apprehenfive of catching cold, moved 
to break up the ball. One of them, I thought, exprefled 
her fentiments upon this occafion in a very coarfe manner, 
when (he obferved, that by the living jingo^ Jbe was all of 
a muck ofjwtat. Upon our return to the houfe, we found 
a very elegant cold fupper, which Mr. Thornhill had or- 
dered to be brought with him. The converfation, at this 
time, was more referved than before. The two ladies 
threw my girls quite into the (hade ; for they would talk 
of nothing but high-life, and high-lived company : with 
other fafliionable topics, fuch as pidhires, tafte. Shake- 
fpeare, and the OHiiical glaifes. 'Tis true, they once or 
twice mortified us fenfibly by flipping out an oath ; but 
that appeared to mc as the fureft fymptom of their dif- 
tindion, (though I am fince informed that fwearing is 
perfe6Uy unfafhionable.j Their finery, however, threw a 
veil over any grofsnefs in their converfation. My daugh- 
ters feemed to regard their fuperior accomplifliments with 
envy ; and what appeared amifs, was afcribed to tip-top 
quality breeding. But the condefceniion of the ladies was 
fiill fuperior to their other accomplifliments. One of 
them obferved, that had Mifs Olivia feen a little more of 
the world, it would greatly improve her. To which the 
other added, that a Angle winter in town would make her 
little Sophia quite another thing. My wife warmly af- 
fented to both ; adding, that there was nothing flie more 
ardently wifhed than to give her girls a fingle winter's . 
polifhing. To this I could not help replying, that their 
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bleeding was already fuperior to their fortune ; and that 
greater refinement would only ferve to make their poverty 
ridiculous^ and give them a tafte for pleafures they had no 
right to poifefs. * And what pleafures/ cried Mr. Thorn- 
hilly ^do they not deferve to poifefs, who have {6 much in 

* their power to bcftow ? As for my part/ continued he, 

* my fortonc is pretty large ; love, liberty, and pleafure, 

* are my maxims : but curfe me, if a feCtlement of half 
^ my efiate could give my charming Olivia pleafure, it 

* (hould be hef 's ; and the only favour I would a(k in re- 

* turn, would be to add myfelf to the benefit.' I was not 
fuch a firanger to the world as to be ignorant that this was 
the faihionable cant to difguife the tnfolence of the bafeft 
propofal ; but I made an effort to fupprefs my refent- 
ment. * Sir,* cried I, * the family which you now con- 
^ defoend to favour with your company, has been bred 

* with as nice a feYifc of honour as you. Any attempts to 

* injure that, may be attended with very dangerous con- 

* fequences. Honour, Sir, is our only poflfeflion at pre- 

* fcnt, and of that laft treafure we muft be particularly 

* careful.' I was foon forry for the warmth with which 
I had fpoken this, when the young gentleman, grafping 
my hand, fwore he commended my fpirit, though he dif- 
approved my Aifpicionst * As to your prcfent hint,' con- 
tinued he, * I proteft nothing was farther from my heart 
^ than fuch a thought. No, by all that's tempting, the vir- 

* tue that will ftand a regular ficge was never to my tafte ; 

* for all my amours are carried by a coup de main !' 

The two ladies, who aflfeded to be ignorant of the reft, 
feen^d highly difpleafed with this laft ftroke of freedom, 
and began a very difcreet and ferious dialogue upon virtue : 
in this my wife, the chaplain, and I, fo<H) joined ; and 
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the fquire himfelf was at laft brought toconfefs a fenfe of 
icMrrow for his former cxcefles. We talked on the pletT 
fures of temperance, and of the funihine in the mind un« 
polluted with guilt. I was fo well pleafed, that my litjde 
ones were kept beyond the ufual time to be edified by fo 
much good converfation. Mr. Thomhiil even went be* 
jond me, and demanded if I had any obje£lion to giving 
prayers. I joyfully embraced the propofal, and in this 
manner the night was pafled in a mod comfortable way, 
till at length the company began to think of xeturning. The 
ladies feemed very unwilling to part with my daughters ; 
for whom they had conceived a particular affedion, and 
joined in » a requeft to have the pleafure of their company 
home. The fquire feconded the propofal, and my wife 
added her entreaties : the girls too looked upon me as if 
they wiflied to go. In this perplexity I made two or three 
excufes, which my daughters as readily removed ; fo that 
at laft I was obliged to give a peremptory refufal : for 
which we had nothing but fullen looks and (hort anfwers 
the whole day enfuing* 

CHAP. X. 

THE FAMILY ENDEAVOUR TO COPE WITH THEIR 
BETTERS. THE MISERIES OF THE POOR WHEN 
THEY ATTEMPT TO APPEAR ABOVE THEIR CIR- 
CUMSTANCES. 



I 



Now began to find that all my long and painful lec- 
tures upon temperance, fimplicity, and contentment, were 
entirely difregarded. The diilindions lately paid us by 
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our betters awaked that pride which I had laid afleep, but 
not removed. Our windows again, as formerly^ were 
filled with wafhes for the neck and face. The fun was 
dipaded as an enemy to the (kin without doors, and the 
fire as a fpoiler of the complexion within. My wife ob- 
ferved, that rifing too early woqld hurt her daughters 
eyes, that working after dinner would redden their nofes, 
and (he convinced "me. that the hands never looked fo 
white as when they did nothing. Inftead, therefore, of 
fini(hing George's (hirts, we now had them new-modelling 
their old gauzes, or flouri(hing upon catgut. The poor 
Mifs Flamboroughs, their former gay companions, were 
caftofFds mean acquaintance, and the whole converfation 
ran upon high life and high-lived company, with pictures, 
tafte, Shakefpeare, and the muiical glaifes. 

But we could have borne all this, had not a fortune* 
felling gypfey come to ralfe us into perfedl fublimity. The 
tawney fybil no fooner appeared, than my girls came run- 
ning to me for a (hilling apiece to crofs her hand with (li- 
ver. To fay the truth, I was tired of being always wife, 
and could not help gratifying their reque(t, becaufe I 
loved to fee them happy. I gave each of them a (hilling ; 
thoi^h, for the honour of the family, it muft be obferved, 
that they never went without money themfelves, as my 
wife always generoufly let them have a guinea each, to 
keep in their pockets, but with ftrid injundlions never to 
change it. After they had been clofeted up with the 
fortune-teller for fome time, I knew by their looks, upon 
their returning, that they had been promifed fomething 
great. * Well, my girls, how have ycu fped ? Tell me, 
* Livy, has the fortune-teller given thee a pennyworth*?' 
— * I proteft, papa,' fays the girl, ' I believe (he deals with 
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^ fomebody that's not right ; for (he pofitively declared , that 
' I am to be married to a fquire in lefs than a twelve- 

* month !' * Well, ncm, Sophy, my 'child,' faid I, * and 

* what fort of a huiband are you to have T Sir,' replied (he, 
' I am to have a lord foon after my lifter has married 
^ the fquire.' ' How/ cried I, * is that all you are to have 

* for your two (hillings I Only a lord and a fquire for two 
' (hillings* ! You fools, I could have promifed you a prince 

* and a nabob for half the money.' 

This curioiity of theirs, however, was attended with ve- 
ry ferious eiFe6b : we now began to think ourfelves de- ^ 
figned by the ftars to fomething exalted, and already anti-* 
cipated our future grandeur. 

It has been a thoufand times obferved, and I muft ob* 
ferve it once more, that the hours we pafs with happy pro* 
fpedts in view, are more pleafing than thofe crowned with 
fruition. In the firft cafe, we cook the di(h to our own 
appetite ; in the latter, nature cooks it for us. It is im«> 
poflible to repeat the train of agreeable reveries we called up 
for our entertainment. We looked upon our fortunes as 
<»ice more riling ; and as the whole patilh aflerted that the 
(quire was in love with my daughter, (he was adually fo with 
him ; for they perfuaded her into the paffion. In this agree^o 
able interval, my wife had the moft lucky dreams in the 
world, whidi (he took care to tell us every morning, with 
great (blemnity and exa<£^nefs. It was one night a coffin 
andcrols bones, the (ign of an approaching wedding: at 
another time (he imagined her daughters pockets filled with 
£urthings, a certain (ign they would (hortly be fluffed with 
gold. The girls themfelves had their omens. They felt 
ilrange kiffes on * their lips ; they faw rings in the candle ; 

E 
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purfes bounced from the fire ; and true love-knots lurked . 
in the bottom of every tea»cup. 

Towards the end of the week we received a card from 
the town ladies ; in which, with their compliments, they 
hoped to fee all our family at church the Sunday following. 
All Saturday morning I could perceive, in confequence of 
this, my wife and daughters in clofe conference together, 
and now and then glancing at me with looks that betrayed 
a latent plot. To be fincere, I had ftrong fufpicions that 
fome abfurd propofal was preparing for appearing with fplen- 
dor the next day. In the evening they began their opera- 
tions in a very regular manner, and my wife undertook to 
conduct the fiege. After tea, when I feemed in fpirits, Ihe 
began thus — * I fancy, Charles, my dear, we (hall have a 

* great deal of good company at our church to-morrow.'— 

* Perhaps we may, my dear,' returned I ; * though you 
' need be under no uneafinefs about that, you {hall have a 

* fermon whether there be or not.' * That is what I ex- 

* pe6k,' returned (he : * but I thinks my dear. We ought to 
< appear there as decently as poffible, for who knows what 

* may happen?* * Your precautions,' replied I, *arc 
^ highly commendable. A decent behaviour and appear- 
' ance at church is what charms me. We (hould be devout 

* and humble, cheerful and ferene.' * Yes,' cried fhe, * I 
' know that ; but I mean we (hould go there in as pro- 
^ per a manner as poffible, not altogether like the fcrubs a- 

* bout us.' * You are quite right, my dear,' returned I, 
' and I was going to makethe very fame propofal. The pro- 

* per manner of going is, to go there as early as poffible, 

* to have time for meditation before the fervice begins..' — 

* Phoo, Charles,' interrupted (he, ' all this is very true ; 
' but not what I would be at. I mean, we (hould go 



VICAR OF WAKEFIELD. 51 

* there genteelly. You know the church is two miles off, 
' and I proteft I don't like to fee my daughters trudging up 

* to their pew all blowzed and red with walking, and look* 
' ing for all the world as if they had been winners at a 

* fmock race. Now, my dear, my propofal is this : there 
' are our two plough horfes, the colt that has been in our 
' family thefe nine years, and his companion Blackberry, 

* that has fcarce done an earthly thing for this month pail. 

* They .are both grown fat and lazy. Why fhould they 

* not dofometlung as well as we? And, let me tell you, 
^ when Mofes has trimmed them a little, they will cut a 

* very tolerable figure.' 

To this propofal I objeSed, that walking would be twen- 
ty times morevjgenteel than fuch a paltry conveyance, as 
Blackberry was wall-eyed, and the colt wanted a tail : that 
they had never been broke to the rein ; but had an hundred 
vicious tricks ; and that we had but one faddle and pillion 
in the whole houfe. All thefe objedtions however were o- 
ver-ruled: fothat I was obliged to comply. The next 
morning I perceived them not a little bufy in colledling 
fuch materials as might be neceffary for the expedition ; 
but as I found it would be a bofinefs of time, I walked on 
to the church before, and they promifed fpeedily to fol- 
low. I waited near an hour in the reading-deflc for their 
arrival ; but not finding them come as expected, I was 
obliged to b^in, and went through the fervice, not with- 
out fome uneafinefs at finding them abfent. This was en- 
creafed when all was fihifhed, and no appearance of the 
family. I therefore walked back by the horfe-way, which 
was five miles round, though the foot-way was but two, 
and when got about hjdf way home, perceived the procef- 
^on marching flowly forward towards the church ; my fon, 
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52 VICAR OF WAKEFIELD. 

my wife, and the two little ones exalted upon one horfc, 
and my two daughters upon the other. I demanded the 
caufe of their delay ; but I foon found by their looks they 
had met with a thoufand misfortunes on the road. The 
horfes had at firft refufed to move from the door, till Mr. 
Burchell was kind enough to beat them forward for about 
two hundred yards with his cudgel. Next the ihaps of my 
wife's pillion broke down^ and they were obliged to fiop to 
repair them before they could proceed. After that, one of 
the horfes took it into his head to fiand flill, and neither 
blows nor intreaties could prevdl with him to proceed. It 
was juft recovering from this difmal fituation that I found 
them ; but perceiving every thing fafe, I own thrir prefent 
mortification did not much diplcafe me, as it would give 
me many opportunities of future triumph, and teach my 
daughters more humility. / 



CHAP. XI. 

THB FAMILY STILL RESOUTE TO HOLD UP THIIR 

HEADS. 



M 



ICHAELMAS eve happening on the next day, 
we were invited to bum nuts and play tricks at neighbour 
Flamborough's. Our late mortifications had humbled us a. 
little, or it is probable we might have rejeded fudi an in^ 
vitadon with contempt : however, we fufiered ourfelves to 
be hai^y. Our honeft neighbour's goofe and dumplings 
were fine ; and the lamb's wool, even in the opinion of 
my wife, who was a connoifieur, was ezx^eUent. It is 
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true, his manner of telling ftories was not quite fo 
well. They were very long, and very dull, and all about 
himfelfj and we had laughed at them ten times before: 
however, we were kind enough to laugh at them once 
more. 

Mr. Burchell, who was of the party, was always fond 
of feeing fome innocent amufement going forward, and fet 
the boys and girls to blind man's buff. My wife too was 
perfuaded to join in the diverfion, and it gave me pleafure 
to think fhe was not yet too old. In the mean time, my 
neighbour and I looked on, laughed at every feat, and 
pndfed our own dexterity when we were young. Hot cockles 
iucceeded next, queftions and commands followed that, 
and laft of all, they fat down to hunt the flipper. As 
every perfon may not be acquainted with this primaeval paf- 
time, it may be neceflary to obferve, that the company at this 
play plant themfelves in a ring updn the ground, all ex* 
cept one who ftands in the middle, whofe bufinefs is to 
catch a Ihoe, which the company fhove about under their 
hams from one to another, fomething like a weaver's (hut* 
tie. As it is impoflible, in this cafe, for the lady who is up[to 
hcc all the company at once, the great beauty of the play 
lies in hitting her a thump with the heel of the (hoeon that 
iide leaft capable of making defence. It was in this manner 
that my eldeft daughter was hemmed in and thumped a- 
bout, all blowxed, in fpiiits, and bawling for fair play, 
widi a voice that might deafen a ballad finger ; when, 
confufion on confufion, who ihould enter the room but our 
two great acquaintances from town. Lady Blarney and 
Mifs Carolina Wilelmma Amelia Skeggs I Defcription 
would but b^gar, therdbre it is unneceflary to defcribe 
tiu8 new mortification- Death 1 to be feen by ladies of 

E3 
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fuch high breeding in fuch vulgar attitudes! Nothing 
better could enfue from fuch a vulgar pUy of Mr. Flam- 
borough's propofing. We feemed ih-uck to the ground for 
fome time, as if adually petrified with amazement. 

The two ladies had been at our houfe to fee us, and 
finding us from home, came after us hither, as they were 
uneafy to know what accident could have kept us from 
church the day before. Olivia undertook to be our prolo- 
cutor, and delivered the whole in a fummary way, only 
faying — * We were thrown from our horfes.' At which 
account the ladies were greatly concerned ; but being told 
the family received no hurt, they were extremely glad : 
but being informed that we were almoft killed by the 
frightf they were yafily forry ; but hearing that we had a 
veiy good night, they were extremely glad agsdn. No* 
thing could exceed their comjdaifance to my daughters ; 
their profeffions the laft evening were warm, but now they 
were ardent. They protefied a defire of having a more 
lading acquaintance. Lady Blarney was pspticularly at- 
tached to Olivia ; Mifs Carolina Wilelmina Amelia 
Skeggs (I love to give the whole name) took a greater 
fancy to her filler. They fupported the converfation be- 
tween themfelves, while my daughters fat filent, admiring 
their exalted breeding. But as every reader, however beg- 
garly himfelf, is fond of high-lived dialogues, with anec- 
dotes of lords, ladies, and knights of the garter, I muft 
beg leave to give him the concluding part of the prefent 
converfation. 

< All that I know of the matter,' cries Mifs Skeggs, ^ is 
' this, that it may be true, or it may not be true : but this 
' I can aflure your ladylbip^ that the whole route was in 
' amaze ; his lordlhip turned all manner of colours, xny 
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* lady fdl into a fwoon ; but Sir Tomkyn, drawing his 

* fword, fwore he was her's to the laft drop of his 

* blood.' 

* Well/ replied our peerefs, * this I can fay, that the 

* duchefs never told me a fyllable of the matter, and I bc- 
^ lieve her grace would keep nothing a fecrct from me.' 

* This you may depend on as fad, that the next morning 

* my lord duke cried out three times to his valet de chamfore, 
** Jemigan, Jemigan, Jemigan, bring me my garters." 

But previoufly I fhould have mentioned the very impo- 
lite behaviour of Mr. Burchell ; who, during this dif- 
courfe, fat with his face turned to the fire, and at the con- 
clufion of every fentence would cry out fudge y an expi'eflion 
which difpleafed us all, and in fome meafure damped the 
riling fpirit of the converfation. 

' Befides, my dear Skeggs,' continued our peerefs, * there 
' is nothing of this in the copy of verfes that Dr. Burdock 
^ made upon the occafion.' Fudge ! 

' I am furprized at that,' cried Mifs Skeggs ; ^ for he 
^ feldom leaves any thing out, as he writes only for his own 
' amufement. But can your ladyihip &vour me with a 

< fight of them r Fudge! 

* My dear creature,' replied our peerefs, * do you think 

* I carry fuch things about me ? Though they arc very 

< fine to be fure, and I think myfelf fomething of a judge ; 
' at leaft I know what pleafes myfelf. Indeed I was ever 
' an admirer of all Dr. Burdock's little pieces ; for except 

* what he does, and our dear Countefs at Hanover-fquare, 

* there's nothing comes out but the moft loweft ftufF in na- 
^ ture ; not a bit of high Ufe among them.' Fudge ! 

* Your ladyihip (hould except,' fays t'other, * your own 
' things in the Lady's Magazine. I hope you'll fay, there's 

E4 
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^ nothing low*lived there ? But I fuppofe wc iire to have 

* no more from that quarter ?' Fudge ! 

* Why, my dear,' fays the lady, * you know my reader 

* and companion has left me to be married to Captain 
' Roach, and as my poor eyes won't fuffer me to write 
' myfelf, I have been for fome time looking out for 
^ another. A proper perfon is no eafy matter to find, and 
' to be fure thirty pounds a year is a fmall ftipend for a 

* well-bred girl of chara6ler, that can read, write, and 
' behave in company ; as for the chits about town, there 
^ is no bearing them about one/ Fudge ! 

* That I know,' cried Mifs Skcggs, * by experience. For 
^ of the three companions I had this laft half year, one of 
' them refufed to do plain- work an hour in the day, 

* another thought twenty-five guineas a year too fmall a 

* falary, and I was obliged to fend away the third, becaufe 
' I fufpe£ied an intrigue with the chaplain. Virtue^ my 
' dear Lady Blarney, virtue is worth any price; but where 

* is that to be found ? ' Fudge ! 

My wife had been for a long time all attention to this 
difcourfe ; but was particularly ftruck with the latter part 
of it. Thirty pounds and twenty-five guineas a year made 
fifty^ pounds five ihilltngs Englilh money, all which 
was in a manner going a begging, and tnight eafily be fe*- 
cured in the family. She for a moment ftudied my looks 
for approbation ; and to own a truth, I was of (pinion, 
that two fuch places would fit our two daughters exa£Uy. 
Befides, if the fquire had any real affection for my eldeft 
daughter, this would be the way to make her every way 
qualified for her fortune. My wife therefore was refolved 
that we (hould not be deprived of fuch advantages for want 
of aflurance, and undertook to haran^ for the family. 
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* I hope,' cried (he, * your ladyihip will pardon my prc- 

* fent prefumption. It is true we have no right to pretend 
' to fuch favors ; but yet it is natural for me to wi(h putting 

* my children forward in the world. And I will be b(dd 

* to fay, my two girls have had a pretty good education, 

* and capacity, at Icaft the country can't (hew better. They 

* can read, write, and caft accompts : they underhand their 

* needle, breadftitch, crofs and change, and all manner of 

* plain- work ; they can pink, point, and frill ; and know 

* ibmething of mufick ; they can do up fmall clothes, work 
^ upon catgut ; my elded can cut paper, and my youngeft 
^ has a very pretty manner of telling fortunes upon the 

* cards.' Fudge ! 

When fhe had delivered .this pretty piece of eloquence, 
the two ladies looked at each other a few minutes in filence, 
with an air of doubt and importance. At laft Mifs Ca- 
rolina Wilelmina Amelia Skeggs condefcended to ob«- 
ferve, that the young ladies, from the opinion (he couM 
form of them from fo flight an acquaintance, feemed very 
fit for fuch employments. * But a thing of this kind, 
^ Madam,' cried (he, addreifing my fpoufe, * requires a 

* thorou^ examination into charaders, and a more per- 
f fed knowledge of each other. Not, Madam,' continued 
(he, ^ that I in the leaft fufpedt the young ladies virtue, 
' prudence, and difcretion : but there is a form in thefe 
' things. Madam ; there is a form.' Fudge/ 

My wife approved her fufpicions very much, obferving 
that (he ups very apt to be fufpicipus hcrfelf ; but referred 
her to all the neighbours for a charader : but this our 
peerefs declined as unneceiTary, alledging that her couiin 
Thomhill's recommendation would be fufficient, and upon 
this we refted o>ur petition. 
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CHAP. XII. 

FORTUNE SEEMS RESOLVED TO HUMBLE THE FA- 
MILY OF WAKEFIELD. MORTIFICATIONS ARE 
OFTEN MORE PAINFUL THAN REAL CALAMITIES.' 



W, 



HEN we were returned home, the night was dedi- 
cated to fchemes of future conqueft. Deborah exerted much 
fagacity in conjcauring, which of the two girls was likely 
to have the beft place, and moft opportunities of feeing 
good company. The only obftacle to our preferment was 
in obtaining the fquire's recommendation ; but he had al- 
ready (hewn us too many inftances of his friendship to 
doubt of it now. Even in bed my wife kept up the ufual 
theme. — * Well, faith, my dear Charles, between our- 

* fclves, I think we have made an excellent day's work of 

* it.* — * Pretty well,' cried I, not knowing what to fay. 
' What, only pretty well !' returned flje,* I think it is very 

* well. Suppofe the girls fhould come to make acquaint- 

* ances of tafte in town ! This I am aflured of, that Lon- 

* don is the only place in the world for all manner of huf- 

* bands* Befides, my dear, ftranger things happen every 

* day : and as ladies of quality are fo often taken with my 

* daughters, what will not men of quality be ! Entre nous^ 
' I proteft I like my Lady Blarney vaftly, fo very obliging. 

* However, Mifs Carolina Wilelmina Amelia Skeggs has 
' my warm heart. But yet, when they came to talk of 
' places in town, youfaw at once how I nailed them. Tell 
' me, my dear, dori'tyou think I did for my children there?' 

* Aye,' returned I, not knowing well what to think of the 
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matter, * Heaven grant they may be both the better for it 
' this day three months !* This was one of thofe obferva- 
tions I made to imprefs my wife with an opinion of my fa- 
gacity ; for if the girls fucceeded, then it was a pious wifli 
fulfilled ; but if any thing unfortunate enfued, then it might 
belooked upon as a prophecy. All this converfation, how- 
ever, was only preparatory to another fcheme, and indeed 
I dreaded as much. This was nothing lefs than, as we 
were now to hold up our heads a little higher in the world, 
it Would be proper to fell the colt, which was grown old, 
at a neighbouring fair, and buy us an horfe that would 
carry (ingle or double upon an occafion, and make a pretty 
appearance at church or upon a vifit. This at firft I op- 
pofed ftoutly ; but it was as ftoutly defended. However, 
as I weakened, my antagonifts gained ftrength, till at laft 
it was refolved to part with him. 

As the fair happened on the following day, I had inten- 
tions of going myfelf ; but my wife perfuaded me that I 
had got a cold, and nothing could prevail upon her to per- 
mit me from home — * No, my dear,* faid (he, * our fon 
f Mofes is a difcreet boy, and can buy and fell to very 
^ good advantage ; you know all our great bargains are of 
^ his purchafing. He always ftands out and higgles, and 
^ a6tually tires them till he gets a bargain.' 

As I had fome opinion of my ion's prudence, I was 
willing enough to entruft him with this commiffion ; and 
the next morning I perceived his fifters mighty bufy in fit- 
ting out Mofes for the fair : trimming his hair, brulhing 
his buckles, and cocking his hat with pins. The bufinefs 
ofthe toilet being over, we had at laft the fatisfadion of 
feeing him mounted upon the colt, with a deal box before 
him to bring home groceries in. He had on a coat made 
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of that doth they call thunder and lightning, whidi, 
though grown too (hort, was much to good to be thrown 
away. His waiftcoat was of gofling green, and his (ifters 
had tied his hair with a broad black ribband. We all 
followed him feveral paces from the door, bawling after 
him-<*' Good luck, good luck,' till we could fee him no 
longer. 

He was fcarce gone, when Mr, Thomhiirs butler came 
to congratulate us upon our good fortune, faying, that he 
overheard his young mafter mention our names with great 
commendation. 

Good fortune feemed refolved not to come alone. An- 
other footman from the fame faiAiy followed, with a card 
for my daughters, importing, that the two ladies had re- 
ceived fuch pleating accounts from Mr. Thomhill of us 
all, that after a few previous enquiries, they hoped to be 
perfedly fatisfted : * Aye,* cried my wife, * I now fee it 

* is no eafy matter to get into the families of the great ; 
^ but when one once gets in, then, as Mofes fays, one may 

* go deep.' To this piece of humour, for fhe intended it 
for wit, my daughters aflented with a loud laugh of plea- 
fure. In ihort, fuch was her fatisfa£tion at this mef&ge, 
that (he adually put her hand in her pockety and gave the 
meflenger feven-pence halfpenny. 

This was to be our vifiting day. T^ie next that came 
was Mr. Burchell, who had been at the fair. He brought 
my little ones a pennyworth of gingerbread each, which 
my wife undertook to keep for them, and give them by let* 
ters at a time. He brought my daughters alfo a couple of 
boxes, in which they might keep wafers, fnufF, patches, 
or even money when they got it. My wife was ufually 
fond of a weazel-fkin purfe, as being the moA lucky i but 
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this by the bye* We had^ill a regard for Mr. Buichell, 
though his late rude behaviour was in fome meafure dif- 
pleafing ; nor could we now avoid communicating our hap- 
pinefs to him, and afking his advice : although we feldom 
followed advice^ we were all ready enough to aik it. When 
we read the note from the two ladies, he (hook his head, 
and obferved, that an afiair of this ibrt demanded the ut- 
moft circumfpeftion. This air of diffidence highly dif- 
jdeafed my wife. ' I never doubted, Sir/ cried (he, * your 
^ readinefs to be againft my daughters and me. You have 
' more drcumfpedtion than is wanted. However, I fancy 
' when we come to afk advice, we (hall apply to perfons 

* who feem to have made ufc of it themfelves.' — * What- 

* ever my own conduct may have been. Madam,' replied 
he, * is not the prefent queftion ; though as I have made 
' no hfe of sdjricc myfelf, I (hould in confcience give it 
' to thofe that will.' As I was apprehenfive this anfwer 
might draw on a repartee, making up bj abufe what it 
wanted in wit, I changed the fubjed, by feeming to won-^ 
der what could keep our fon fo long at the fair, as It was 
now almoA night-fall. * Never mind our fon,' cried my 
wife, ^ depend upon it he knows what he is about. I'll 

* warrant we'll never fee him fell his hen of a rainy day. 
' I have feen him buy fuch bargains as would amaze one. 

* I'll tell you a good ftory about that, that will make you 

* (plit your fides with laughing. But as I live, yonder 
' comes Mofes, without an horfe, and the box at his back.' 

As (he fpdke, Mofes came (lowly on foot, and fweating 
under the deal box, which he hadftrapt round his (boulders 
like a pedlar. * Welcome, welcome, Mofes ; well my boy, 
' what have you brought us from the fair?' * I have 
' brou^t you myfelf,' cried Mofes, with a fly look, and 
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rtfting the box on the drcffcr. * Aye, Mofcs,' cried riijr 
wife, * that we know, but where is the horfe ?' * I 

* have fold him/ cried Mofes, * for three pounds five fliil- 

* lings and two-pence/ * Well done, my good boy,' returned 
(he, ' I knew you would touch them off. Between our- 
'felves, three pounds five (hillings and two -pence is no 

* bad day's work. Come let us have it then.* * I have 
' brought back no money,' cried Mofes again. * I have laid 

* it all out in a bargain, and here it is,' pulling out a 
bundle from his breaft; * here they are; a groce of green 

* fpedacles, with filver rims and (hagreen cafes.' * A 

* groce of green fpedlaclesl' repeated my wife in a faint 
voice. ^ And you have parted with the colt, and brought 
^ us back nothing but a groce of green paltry fpe<f^acles!' 
— * Dear mother,' cried the boy, * why won't you liften 
' to reafon ? I had them a dead bargain, or I (hould not 
' have bought them. The filver rims alone will fell for 

* double the money.* * A fig for the filver rims,' cried my 
wife, in a pafTion : * I dare fwear they won't fell for above 

* half the money at the rate of broken filver, five (hillings 

* an ounce.* * You need be under no uneafinefs,* cried I, 

* about felling the rims ; for they are not worth fix-pence, 

* for I perceive they are only copper varnifhed over.' — 

* What,' cried my wife, * not filver! the rims not filver!* 

* No,* cried I, * no more filver than your faucepan.*— 

* And fo,* returned (he, * we have parted with the colt, 

* and have only got a groce of green fpedacles, with cop- 

* per rims and (hagreen cafes ! A murrain take fuch 

* trumpery. The blockhead has been impofed upon, and 

* (hould have known his company better.' * There, my 

* dear,' cried I, * you are wrong, he (hould not have known 

* them at all.' * Marry, hang the ideot,* returned (he. 
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' to bring me fuch ftufF; if I had them, I would throw 

* them in the fire.' ' There again you are wrong, my 
' dear,' cried I ; * for though they be coppejr, we will keep 
^ them by us, as copper fpe£bcles, you know, are better 
' than nothing.' 

By this time the unfortunate Mofes was undeceived. He 
now faw that he had indeed been impofed upon by a 
prowling {harper, who obferving his figure, had marked 
him for an eafy prey. I therefore afked him the drcum- 
ftances of his deception. He fold the horfe, it feems, and 
walked the fair in fearch of another. A reverend looking 
man brought him to a tent, under pretence of having one to 
fell. * Here,' continued Mofes, * we met another man, 

* very well dreft, who defired to borrow twenty pounds up-* 
^ on thefe, faying, that he wanted money, and would difpofe 

* of them for a third of the value. The firft gentleman, 

* who pretended to be my friend, whifpered me to buy 
' them, and cautioned me not to let fo good an offer pafis. 

* I fent for Mr. Flamborough, and they talked him up as 

* finely as they did me, and fo at lail we were perfuaded 
*.to buy the two groce between us.' 



. CHAP. XIII. 

MR. BUKCHELL IS FOUND TO BE AN ENEMY; FOR 
HE HAS THE CONFIDENCE TO GIVE DISAGREE- 
ABLE ADVICE. 



O 



UR family had now made feveral atempts to be fine ; 
but fome unforefeen difafler demoliflied each as Toon as 



64 



VICAR OF WAKEFIELD. 



projeAed. I endeavoured to take the advantage of everjr 
difappointment, to improve their good fenfe in proportion 
as they were fruftrated in ambition. * You fee, my chil- 
dren/ cried I, * how little is to be got by attsempts to im- 
pofe upon the world, in coping with our betters. Such as 
are poor and will aflbciate with none but the rich, are 
hated by thofe they avoid, and defpifed by thofe they 
follow. Unequal combinadons are always difadvantage^ 
ous to the weaker fide : the rich having the pleafure, and 
the poor the incoveniencies that refult from them. But 
come, Dick, my boy, and repeat the. fable you were 
reading to-day, for the good of the company.' 
^ Once upon a time,' cried the child, ^ a giant and a dwarf 
were friends, and kept together. They made a baigain 
that they would never forfake each other, but go feck 
adventures. The firft battle they fought was with two Sa- 
racens, and the dwarf, who was very courageous, dealt 
one of the champions a mojil angry blow. It did the Sara- 
cen but very little injury, who lifting up his fword, fairly 
ftruck off the poor dwarf's arm. He was now in a woe- 
ful plight ; but the giant coming to his afliihince, in a 
fhort time left the two Saracens dead on the plain, and 
the dwarf cut off the dead man's head out of fpitc. They 
then travelled on to another adventure. This was a-^ 
gainft three bloody-minded fatyrs, who were carrying a- 
way a damfel in diftrefs. The dwarf was not quite fo 
fierce now as before ; but for all that, ftruck the firft 
blow, which was returned by another that knocked out 
his eye: but the giant was foon up with them, and had 
they not fled, would certainly have killed them everyone. 
They were all very joyful for this viftory, and the dam<^ 
fel who was relieved fell in love with the giant> and mar* 
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* ried him. They now travelled far, and ferther than I 

* can tell, till they met with a company of robbers. The 
' gtaiit, for the firft time, was foremoft now; but the 

* dWarf was not far behind. The battle was ftout and 

* long. Wherever the giant came, all fell before him ; 
^ but the dwarf had like to have been killed more than 

* once. At laft the viftory declared for the two adven- 

* turers ; but the dwarf loft his leg. The dwarf had now 
' loft an arm, a leg, and an eye, while the giant was with- 
' out a fingle wound. Upon which he cried out to his lit- 

* tic companion — " My little hero, this is glorious fport ; 
** let us get one vidlory more, and then we fhall have 
'* honour for ever." " No," cries the dwarf, who was by 

* this time grown wifer, "no, I declare off; I'll fight no 
'* more: for I find in every battle, that you get all the 
** honour and rewards, but all the blows fall upon me." 

I was going to moralize this fable, when our attention 
was called off to a warm difpute between my wife and Mr. 
Burchell, upon my daughters intended expedition to town. 
My wife very ftrenuoufly infifted upon the advantages 
that would refult from it. Mr. Burchell, on the contra^ 
ry, diffuaded her with great ardour, and I ftood neuter. His 
prefent diffuafions feemed but the fecond part of thofe 
which were received with fo ill a grace in the morning. The 
difpute grew high, while poor Deborah, inftead of reafon- 
ing Wronger, talked louder, and at laft was obliged to take 
(belter from a defeat in clamour. The conclufion of her 
harangue, however, was highly difpleaiing to us all : fhe 
knew, (he faid, of fome who had their fecret reafons for 
what they advifed ; but, for her part, (he wi(hed fuch to 
ftay away from her houfe for the future. * Madam,' cried 
Burchell, with looks of great compofure, which tend- 

F 
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ed to enflame her the more, ' as for fecret reafons, you 
' are right ; I have fecret reafons, which I forbear to 
' mention, becaufe you are not able to anfwer thofe of 
' which I make no fecret ; but I find my vifits here are 
' become troublefome ; Til take my leave therefore now, 

* and perhaps come once more to take a final farewel 
' when I am quitting the country.' Thus faying, he took 
up his hat, nor could the attempts of Sophia, whofe looks 
feemed to upbraid his precipitancy, prevent his going. 

When gone, we all regarded each other for fome mi- 
nutes with confufion. My wife, who kn^w herfelf to be the 
caufe, ftrove to hide her concern with a forced fmile, and 
an air of aflurance, which I was willing to reprove. 

* How, woman,' cried I to her, * is it thus we treat ftran- 
^ gers } Is it thus we return their kindnefs ? Be affured, 
^ my dear, that thefe were the harfhefl words, and to me 

* the moft unpleaiing that ever efcaped your lips!' * Why 

* would he provoke me then?' replied (he, * but I know 

* the motives of his advice perfedUy weU. He would 

* prevent my girls from going to town, that he may have 

* the pleafure of my youngeft daughter's company here at 

* home. But, whatever happens, (he (hall .chufe better 
' company than fuch low-lived fellows as he.' * Low- 

* lived, my dear, do you call him?' cried I; *it is ve* 

* ry poffible we may miftake this man's charafter: for he 

* feems upon fome occaiions the moft finifhed gentlc- 

* man I ever knew. Tell me, Sophia, my girl, has he ever 
< given you any fecret inftances of his attachment?'—- 

* His converfation with me. Sir,' replied my daughter, 

* has ever been fenfible, modeft, and pleaiing. As to 

* aught elfe ; no, never. Once indeed, I remember to 

* have heard him fay he never knew a woman who could 
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* find merit in a man that fccmed poor.' * Such, my dear,' 
cried I, * is the common cant of all the unfortunate or 

* idle. But I hope you have been taught to judge pro- 

* perly of fuch men, and that it would be even madnefs to 
' expeft happinefs from one who has been fo very bad an 

* oeconomift of his own. Your mother and I have now 

* better profpefts for you. The next winter, which you 
^ will probably fpend in town, will give you opportunities 
' of making a more prudent choice.* 

What Sophia's reiledlions were upon this occafion, I 
cannot pretend to determine ; but I was not difpleafed at the 
bottom, that we were rid of a gueft from whom I had much 
to fear. Our breach of hofpitality went to my confcience a 
little: but I quickly filenced that monitor by two or three 
fpecious reafons, which ferved to fatisfy and reconcile me 
to myfelf. The pain which confcience gives the man 
who has already done wrong, is foon got over. Confcience 
is a coward, and thofe faults it has not firength to prevent^ 
it feldom has juilice enc^h to accufe. 



CHAP. XIV. 

FRBSH MORTIFICATIONS, OR A DEMONSTRATION 
THAT SEEMING CALAMITIES MAY B£< REAL BLES- 
SINGS. 

T" 
HE journey of my daughters to town was now 
refolved upon, Mr. Thornhill having kindly promifed 
to infpeft their condud himfelf, and inform us by letter 
of their behaviour. But it was thought indifpenfably ne- 

ceifary that their appearance (hould equal the greatnefft 

Fa 
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of their expedhitions, which could not be done with* 
out expence. We debated therefore in full council what 
were the eafieft nnethods of railing money; or, more 
properly fpeaking, what we could moft conveniently fell. 
The deliberation was foon finifhed; it was found that 
our remaining horfe was utterly ufelefs for the plough, 
without his companion, and equally unfit for the road, 
as wanting an eye : it was therefore determined that we 
(hould difpofe of him for the purpofes above-mentioned, 
at the neighbouring fair ; and, to prevent impofition, that 
I fhould go with him myfelf. Though this was one of 
the firil mercantile tranfadtions of my life, yet I had no 
doubt about acquitting myfelf with reputation. The opinion 
a man forms of his own prudence is meafured by that of 
the company he keeps ; and as mine was moftly in the 
family way, I had conceived no unfavourable fentiments 
of my worldly wifdom. My wife, however, next morn- 
ing, at parting, after I had got fome paces from the door, 
called me back, to advife me, in a whifper, to have all my 
eyes about me. 

I had, in the ufual forms, when I came to the fair, put 
my horfe through all his paces ; but for fome time had no 
bidders. At laft a chapman approached, and after he had 
for a good while examined the horfe round, finding him 
blind of one eye, he would have nothing to fay to him ; 
a fecond came up, but obferving he had a fpavin, declared 
he would not take him for the driving home ; a third, per- 
ceived he had a wind-gall, and would bid no money ; a 
fourth knew by his eye that he had the botts ; a fifth won- 
dered what a plague I could do at the fair with a blind, fpa- 
vined, galled hack, that was only fit to be cut up for a 
dog-kennel. By this ti me I began to have a moft hearty 
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contempt for the poor animal myfelf, and was almoft a- 
(hamed at the approach of every cuftomer : for though I did 
not entirely believe all the feUows told me, yet I reflefted 
that the number of witneffes was a ftrong prefumption they 
were right, and St. Gregory upon good works profeffcs 
himfelf to be of the fame opinion. 

I was in this mortifying fituation, when a brother cler- 
gyman, an old acquaintance, who had alfo bufinefs at 
the fair, came up, and fhaking me by the hand, pro- 
pofed adjourning to a public-houfe, and taking a glafs of 
whatever we could get. I readily clofed with the offer, 
and entering an ale-houfe, we were (hewn into a little back 
room, where there was only a venerable old man, who fat 
wholly intent over a large book, which he was reading. I 
never in my life faw a figure that prepofTeffed me more 
favourably. His locks of lilver grey venerably (haded 
his temples, and his green old age feemed to be the 
refult of health and benevolence. However, his prefencc 
did not interrupt our converfation ; my friend and I dif- 
courfed on the various turns of fortune we had met ; 
the Whiftonian controverfy, my laft pamphlet, the arch- 
deacon's reply, and the hard meafure that was dealt me. 
But our attention was in a fhort time taken off by the 
appearance of a youth, who, entering the room, refpe6tfully 
faid fomething foftly to the old ftranger. * Make no apo- 

* levies, my child,* faid the old man ; ' to do good is a du- 

* ty we owe to aU our fellow-creatures : take this, I wifh it 

* were more ; but five pounds will relieve your diftrefs, and 

* you are Welcome.' The modeft youth flied tears of gra- 
titude, and yet his gratitude was fcarce equal to mine. I 
could have hugged the good old man in my arms, his 
benevolence pleafed me fo. He continued to read, andMire 

F3 
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refumed our converfation, until my companion, after fome 
time, recolledting that he had bufinefs to tranfad in 
the fair, promifed to be foon back ; adding, that he al- 
ways defired to have as much of Dr. Primrofe's company 
as poflible. The old gentleman, hearing my name men- 
tioned, feemed too look at me with attention, for fome time ; 
and when my friend was gone, mod refpeftfuUy demand- 
ed if I was any way related to the great Primrofe, that 
courageous monogamifi, who had been the bulwark of 
the church. Never did my heart feel fincerer rapture than at 
that moment. * Sir,' cried I, * the applaufe of fo good a 
' man, as I am fure you are, adds to that happinefs in 

* my bread which your benevolence has already excit- 

* ed. You behold before you. Sir, that Dodlor Prim- 

* rofe, the monogamift, whom you have been pleafed to 

* call great. You here fee that unfortunate divine, who 

* has fo long, and it would ill become me to fay fuccefs- 

* fully, fought againd thp deuterogamy of the age.' * Sir,* 
cried the dranger, druck with awe, * I fear I have been 

* too familiar; but you'll forgive mycuriofity. Sir: I beg 
' pardon.' * Sir,' cried I, grafping his hand, * you are fo 

* far from difpleafing me by your familiarity, that I mud 

* beg you'll accept my friendfhip, as you already have 

* my edcem/ * Then with gratitude J accept the offer,' 
cried he, fqueexing me by the hand, * thou glorious pillar 

* of undiaken orthodoxy ; and do I behold—.* I here in- 
terrupted what he was going to fay ; for though, as an 
author, I could diged no fmall (hare of flattery, yet now 
my modedy would permit no more. However, no lovers 
in romance ever cemented a more indantaneous friendfliip. 
We talked upon feveral fubje£ts : at fird, I thought him 
rather devout than learned, and began to think he defpifed 
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2dl human do£faines as drofs. Yet this no way leffened him 
in my cfteem : for I had for fome time begun privately to 
harbour fuch an opinion myfelf. I therefore took occa- 
fion to obferve, that the world in general began to be 
blameably indifferent as to dodlrinal matters, and followed 
human fpeculation too much. * Aye, Sir,* replied he, 
as if he had referved all his learning to that moment ; 

* Aye, Sir, the world is in it's dotage, and yet the cofmo- 
' gony or creation of the world has puzzled philofophers 

* of all ages. What a medley of opinions have they not 

* broached upoii the creation of the world ? Sanconia- 
' thon, Manetho, Berofus, and Ocellus Lucanus, have 

* all attempted it in vain. The latter has thefe words, 

* Anarchon ara kai atelutaion to pan, which imply that all 

* things have neither beginning nor end. Manetho alfo, who 

* lived about the time of Nebuchadon- Affer, Affer being a 

* Syriac word ufually applied as a fumame to the kings of 

* that country, as Teglar Phael Affer, Nabon- Affer : he, I 

* fay, formed a conjedhire equally abfurd ; for as we ufually 

* fay, ek to biblion kubemetesy which implies that books 

* will never teach the world ; fo he attempted to inveftigate* 

* But, Sir, I afk pardon, I am ftraying from the queftion/ 
That he adually was ; nor could I for my life fee how the 
creation of the world had any thing to do with the bufinefs I 
was talking of : but it was fufficient to fliew me that he was 
a man of letters, and I now reverenced him the more. I 
was refolved therefore tobringhimtothetouchftone; but 
he was too mild and too gentle to contend for viftory. 
Whenever I made arty obfervation that looked like a chal- 
lenge to controverfy, he would fmile, fhake his head, and 
fay nothing ; by which I underftood he could fay much. 
If he thought proper. The fubjeft therefore infenfibly 
changed from the bufinefs of antiquity to that which 
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brought us to the fair ; mine, I told him^was to fell an horfe, 
and very luckily^ indeed, his was to buy one for one of 
his tenants. My horfe was foon produced^ and in fine 
we ftruck a bargain. Nothing now remained but to 
pay me, and he accordingly pulled out a thirty pound 
note, and bid me change it. Not being in a capacity of 
complying with his demand, he ordered his footman to be 
called up, who made his appearance in a very genteel li- 
very, * Here, Abraham,' cried he, * go and get gold for 

* this ; you'll do it at neighbour Jackfon's, or any where.' 
While the fellow was gone, he entertained me with a 
pathetic harangue on the great fcarcity of filver, which I un- 
dertook to improve, by deploring alfo the great fcarcity of 
gold ; fo that by the time Abraham returned we had both 
agreed that money was never fo hard to be come at as now, 
Abraham returned to inform us, that he had been over the 
whole fairj and could not get change, though he had of- 
fered half a crown for doing it. This was a very great dif- 
appointment to us all; but the old gentleman having 
paufed a little, afked me if I knew one Solomon Flam- 
borough in my part of the country : upon replying that 
he was my next door neighbour, * If that be the cafe then,* 
returned he, * I believe we Ihall deal. You (hall have 

* a draft upon him, payable at fight ; and let me tell you 
' he is as warm a man as any within five miles round 
' him. Honeft Solomon and I have been acquainted for 
' many years together. ( remember I always beat him 
' at three jumps ; but he could hop upon one leg farther 
' than I.' A draft upon -my neighbour was to me the 
fame as money ; for I was fuiEciently convinced of his a- 
bility : the draft was figned and put into my hands, and 
Mr. Jenkinfoni the old gentleman, his man Abraham, and 



VICAR OF WAKEFIELD. 73 

my hoTfe, old Blackberry , trotted off very well pleafed with 
each other. 

After a fhort interval, being left to reile6tion, I began 
to recoUedl that I had done wrong in taking a draft ftom 
a ftranger, and fo prudently refolved upon following the 
purchafer, and having back my horfe. But this was now 
too late : I therefore made direftly homeward, refolvingto 
get the draft changed into money at my friend's as fail as 
poflible. I found my honed neighbour fmoaking his pipe 
at his own door, and informing him that I had a fmall 
bill upon him, he read it twice over. ^ You can read the 

* name, I fuppofe,' cried I, * Ephraim Jenkinfon.'— * Yes,* 
returned he, ' the name is written plain enough, and I 

* know the gentleman too, the greateft rafcal under the 

* canopy of heaven. This- is the very fame rogue who 

* fold us the fpedacles. Was he not a venerable looking 
^ man, with grey hair, and no flaps to his pocket-holes ? 

* And did he not talk a long ffaring of learning about Greek, 
^ and cofmogony, and the world V To this I replied with 
a groan. * Aye,' continued he, * he has but one piece of 

* learning in the world, and he always talks it wherever he 
^ finds a fcholar in company : but I know the rogue, and 

* will catch him yet.' 

Though I was already fuiBciently mortifiied, my greateft 
ftruggle was to come, in facing my wife and daughters. 
No truant was ever 'more afraid of returning to fchool, 
there to behold the mailer's vifage, than I was of going 
home. I was determined, however, to anticipate their 
fury, by firft falling into a paiHon myfelf. 

But alas ! upon entering, I found the family no way dif- 
pofed for battle. My wife and girls were all in tears, Mr. 
Thomhill hs^ving been there that day to inform them, that 
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their journey to town was entirely over. The two ladies 
having heard reports of us from fome malicious perfon about 
us, were that day fet out for London. He could neither 
difcover the tendency, nor the author of thefe, but what- 
ever they might be, or whoever might have broached 
them, he continued to affure our family of his £riend(hip 
and protedion. I found, therefore, that they bore my 
difappointment with great refignation, as it was eclipfed in 
the greatnefs of their own. But what perplexed us moft 
was to think who could be fo bafe as to afperfe the charac- 
ter of a family fo harmlefs as ours ; too humble to excite 
envy, and too inofFenfive to create difguft. 



CHAP. XV. 

ALL MR. BURCHELL's VILLAINY AT ONCE DETECTED, 
THE FOLLY OF BEING OVER WISE. 



Ti 



HAT evening and part of the following day was 
employed in fruitlefs attempts to difcover our enemies : 
fcarce a family in the neighbourhood but incurred our fuf- 
picions, and each of us had reafoiis for our opinion beft 
known to ourfelves. As we were in this perplexity, 
one of our little boys, who had been playing abroad, 
brought in a letter cafe, which he found on the green. It 
was quickly known to belong to Mr. Burchell, with whom 
it had been feen, and upon examination, contained fome 
hints upon different fubjefts ; but what particularly en- 
gaged our attention, was a fealed note fuperfcrlbed. The 
copy of a letter to be fent to the ladies at ThornhiU Cajile. 
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It inftantly occurred that he was the bafe informeri and we 
deliberated whether the note fhould not be broke open. 
J was againA it ; but Sophia, who faid (he was fure that of 
all men he would be the laft to be guilty of fo much bafe- 
nefsy iniifted upon its being read. In this (he was fecond- 
ed by the r^fl of the family ; and, at their joint folicita- 
tion, I read as follows : 

' LADIES, 



* THE bearer will fufEciently fatisfy you as to the per* 
fon from whom this comes : one at leaft the friend of in- 
nocence, and ready to prevent its being feduced. I am 
informed for a truth, that you have fomc intention of 
bringing two young ladies to town, whom I have fome 
knowledge of, under the character of companions. As 
I would neither have fimplicity impofed upon, nor virtue 
contaminated, I muft offer it as my opinion, that the 
impropriety of fuch a ilep will be attended with dan- 
gerous jconfequences. It has never been my way to treat 
the infamous or the lewd with feverity; nor fhould I 
now have taken this method of explaining myfelf, or re- 
proving folly, did it not aim at guilt. Take therefore 
the admonition of a friend, and ferioufly reflect on the 
confisquence^ of introducing infamy and vice into retreats 
where peace and innocence have hitherto refided/ 



Our doubts were now at an end. There feemed indep(} 
fomething applicable to both fides in this letter, and it$ 
cenfures might as well be referred to thofe to whom it was 
written, as to us ; but the malicious meaning was obvious, 
and we went no farther. My wife had fcarce patience to 
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hear me to the end, but railed at the writer with unreftrain- 
ed refentment. Olivia was equally fevere, and Sophia 
feemed perfe6Uy amazed at his bafenefs. As for my part^ 
it appeared to me one of the vileft inftances of unprovoked 
ingratitude I had met with. Nor could I account for it 
in any other manner than by imputing it to his deiire of 
detaining my youngeft daughter in the country, to have the 
more frequent opportunities of an interview. In this man^ 
ner we all fat ruminating upon fchemes of vengeance, when 
our other little boy came running in to tell us that Mr, 
Burchell was approaching at the other end of the field. It 
is eafier to conceive than defcribe the complicated fenfations 
whic^ are felt from the pain of a recent injury, and the 
pleafure of approaching vengeance. Though our inten* 
tions were only to upbraid him with his ingratitude, yet 
it was refolved to do it in a manner that would be perfedUy 
cutting. For this purpofe we agreed to meet him with 
our ufual fmiles, to chat in the beginning with more than 
ordinary kindnefs, to amufe him a little, and then, in the 
midft of the flattering calm, to burft upon him like an 
earthquake, and overwhelm him with the fenfe of his own 
bafenefs. This being refolved upon, my wife undertook 
to manage the bufinefs herfelf, as fhe really had fome ta« 
lents for fuch an undertaking. We faw him approach, he 
entered, drew a chair, and fat down, * A fine day, Mr, 

* Burchell.' — * A very fine day, dodor ; though I fancy we 

* (hall have fome rain, by the (hooting of my corns.'— 

* The (hooting of your horns,' cried my wife, in a loud 
fit of laughter, and then afked pardon for being fond of a 
joke. * Dear Madam,' replied he, * I pardon you with 
' all my heart ; for I proteft I (hould not have thought it 

* a joke, had you not told me.' — * Perhaps not, Sir,' criqd 
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my wife, winking at us ; * and yet I dare fay you can tell 

* us how many jokes go to an ounce.' — * I fancy, Madam,* 
returned Burchell, ^ you have been reading a jeft-book this 

* morning, that ounce of jokes is fo very good a conceit ; 
' and yet. Madam, I had rather fee half an dunce of un- 

* derllanding.' — * I believe you might,' cried my wife, ftill 
fmiling at us, though the laugh was againft her ; ' and 
' yet I have feen fome men pretend to underftanding, that 

* have very little.' *And no doubt,' replied her antagonift, 

* you have known ladies fet up for wit that had none.' I 
quickly began ta find that my wife was likely to gain but 
little at this buiinefs ; fo I refolved to treat him in a flyle 
of more feverity myfelf. * Both wit and underftanding,* 
cried I, * are trifles without integrity ; it is that which 

* gives value to every chara<fler. The ignorant peafant, 

* without fault, is greater than the philofopher with many ; . 

* for what is genius or courage without an heart ? An hone ft 

* man is the nohleji work of God,* 

* I always held that habkneyed maxim of Pope,' re- 
turned Mr. Burchell, * as very unworthy a man of genius, 

* and a bafc defertion of his own fuperiority. As the re- 
' putation of books is raifed not by their freedom from 

* defedl, but the greatnefs of their beauties ; fo fhould that 

* of men be prized not from their exemption from fault, 

* but the fixe of thofe virtues they are pofielTed of. The 

* fcholar may want prudence, the flatefman may have 

* pride, and the champion ferocity ; but fliall we prefer to 

* thefe the low mechanic, who laboriouily plods on through 

* life, without cenfure or applaufe ? We might *as well 
^ prefer the tame corred paintings of the Flemiih fchool, 
' to the erroneous, but fublime animations of the Roman 

* pencil/ 
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* Sir,' rq>lied I, ' yourprcfcnt obfervation is juft, when 
' there are (hining virtues, and minute defedls ; but when 
' it appears that great vices are oppofed in the fame mind 
' to as extraordinary virtues, fuch a chara6ter deferves 

* contempt.' 

* Perhaps,' cried he, ' there may be fome fuch monfters 

* as you defcribe, of great vices joined to great virtues ; yet, 

* in my progrefs through life, I never yet found one in- 

* fiance of their exiftence : on the contrary, I have ever 

* perceived, that where the mind was capacious, the afFec- 

* tions were good. And indeed Providence feems kindly 
' our friend in this particular, thus to debilitate the under- 
' (landing where the he^rt is corrupt, and diminifh- the 

* power where there is the will to do mifchief. This rule 

* feems to extend even to other animals : the little vermin 

* race are ever treacherous, cruel, and cowardly ; whilft 

* thofe endowed with ftrength and power, are generous, 

* brave, and gentle.' 

* Thefc obfervations found \ifrell,' returned I, *and yet it 

* would be eafy this moment to point out a man,' and I 
fixed my eyes ftedfafUy upon him, * whofe head and 

* heart form a moft deteftable contraft. Aye, Sir,' conti- 
nued I, raifing my voice, * and I am glad to have this 

* opportunity of detecting him in the midft of his fon- 
*cied fecurity. Do you know this. Sir, this pocket- 
-book?' * Yes, Sir,' returned he, with a face of impene- 
trable aiTurance, * that pocket-book is mine, and I am 

* glad you have found it.' * And do you know,' cried I,* 

* this letter? Nay, never faulter, man; but look me full 

* in the face ; I fay, do you know this letter?' * That 

* letter,' returned he; * yes, it was I that wrote that Ict- 

* ter.' ' And how could you,' faid I, * fo bafely, foun- 
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* gratefully I prefume to write this letter?' * And how 

* came you,' replied he, with looks of unparalleled effron- 
tery, * fo bafely to prefume to break open this letter? 

* Don't you know, now, I could hang you all for this? 

* All that I have to do, is to fwear at the next juftice's 
^ that you have been guihy of breaking open the lock of 

* my pocket-book, and fo hang you all up at this door.' 
This piece of unexpedled infolence raifed me to fuch a 
pitch, that I could fcarce govern my paflion. * Ungrate- 

* ful wretch, be gone, and no longer pollute my dwelling 
^ with thy bafenefs. Be gone, and never let me fee thee 

* again : go from my door, and the only punifhment I wifli 

* thee, is an alarmed confcience, which will be a Sufficient 

* tormentor!' So faying, I threw him his pocket-book, 
which he took up with a fmile, and (hutting the clafps 
with the utmoft compofure, left us, quite adoniftied at 
the ferenity of his afTurance. My wife was particularly 
enraged that nothing could make him angry, or make him 
feem afhamedof his villainies. * My dear,' cried I, wil- 
ling to calm thofe paflions that had been raifed too high 
among us, * we are not to be furprized that bad men want 

* fliame ; they only blufli at being detefted in doing good, 
' but glory in their vices. 

* Guilt and fhame, (fays the allegory) were at firft com- 
' panions, and in the beginning of their journey infepa- 

* rably kept together. But their union was foon found to 
^ be difagreeable and inconvenient to both ; guilt gave 
' (hame frequent uneafinefs, and fhame often betrayed the 
'fecret.confpiracics of guilt. After long difagreement, 

* therefore, they at length confented to part for ever. Guilt 

* boldly walked forward alone, to overtake fate, that went 
^ before in the fhape of an executioner : but (hame being 
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do ! our next deliberation was to fliew the fuperiorky of 
our tafte in the attitudes. As for our neighbour's £umly, 
there were feven of them, and they were drawn with fevea 
oranges, a thing quite out of tafte, no variety in life, no 
compoiition in the world. We defired to have fometfaing 
in a brighter ftyle, and after many debates, at length caaie 
to a unanimous refolution of being drawn together, in one 
laige hiftorical family piece. Thb would be diesqper, 
finoe one frame would ferve for aU, and it wcMjld be Infi* 
nitely more genteel ; for all families of any tafte were now 
drawn in the fame manner. As we did not immediately 
recoiled an hiftorical fubjedl to hit us, we were ccmt^nted 
each with being drawn as independent hiftorical figures. 
My wife defired to be reprefented as Venus^ and the 
painter was defired not to be too frugal of his diamonds 
in her ftomacher and hair. Her two little ones were to be 
as Cupids by her fide ; while I, in my gown and band, 
was to prefent her with my books on the Whiftonian con* 
troverfy. Olivia would be drawn as an Amazon, fitting 
upon a bank of Bowers, dreft in a green jofisph, richly 
laced with gold, and a whip in her band. Sophia was to 
be a {hepherdels, with as many flieep as the painter could 
put in for nothing ; and Mofes was to be dreft out with an 
hat and white feather. Our tafte fb much pleafed the 
fquire, that he infifted on being put in as one of the family, 
in the charader of Alexander die Great, at Olivia's feet. 
This was confidered by us all as an indication of his de^ 
fire to be introduced into the family, nor could we rcfule 
his requeft. The painter was therefore fet to work, and 
as he wrought with affiduity and expedition, in lefs than 
four days the whole was compleated. The piece was 
large, and it muft be owned he did not fpare his colours ; 
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for which my wife gave him great encomiums. We were 
all perfedljr fadsfied with his performance ; but an unfor* 
tunate circumffamce had not occurred till the pidure was 
finifhed, whicn now ftruck us with diimay. It was fo 
very large that we had no place in the houfe to fix it. 
How we all came to difrcgard fo material a point is incon- 
ceivsdile ; but certain it is, we had b^ all greatly remifs« 
The pidlure, therefore, inftead of gratifying our vanity, as 
we hoped, leaned in a moft mortifying manner againft 
the kitchen wall, where the canvas was ftretched and 
painted, much too large to be got through any of the doors, 
and the jeft of all our neighbours. One compared it to 
Robinfon Crufoe's long boat, too large to be removed ; 
another thought it more refembled a reel in a bottle : fome 
wondered how it could be got out, but ftiU m(»re were 
amazed how it ever got in* 

But though it excited the ridicule of fome, it eflSsdlually 
raifed more malicious fuggeftions in many. The fquire's 
portrait being found united with ours, was an honour too 
great to efcape envy. Scandalous whifpers began to dr- 
culateat our expence, and our tranquility was continually 
difhirbed by perfons who came as friends to tell us what 
was faid of us by enemies. Thefe reports we always re* 
fented with becoming fpirit : but fcandal ever improves by 
oppofition. 

We once again therefore entered into a confultation 
upon obviating the malice of our enemies, and at hA 
came to a refolution which had too much cunning to give 
me entire fatisfadlion. It was this : as the principal objeA 
was to difcover the honour of Mr. Thornhiirs addreffes, 
my wife undertook to found him, by pretending to afk his 
advice in the choice of a hufband for her eldeft (daughter. 

G 2 



84 VICAR OF WAKEFIELD. 

If this was not found fufficient to induce him to a decia* 
ration, it was then refolved to terrify him with a rival. 
To this laft ftep, however, I would by no means give my 
confent, till Olivia gave me the moft folemn alTurances 
that Ihe would marry the perfon provided to rival him 
upon this occafion, if he did not prevent it, by taking her 
himfelf. Such was the fcheme laid, which though I did 
not ftrenuoufly oppofe, I did not entirely approve* 

The next time, therefore, that Mr. Thomhill came to 
fee us, my girls took care to be out of the way, in order 
to give their mamma an opportunity of putting her fcheme 
in execution ; but they only retired to the next room, 
from whence they could over-hear the whole converfation. 
My wife artfully introduced it, by obferving, that one 
of the Mifs Flamboroughs was like to have a very good 
match of it in Mr. Spanker. To this the fquire affenting, 
flie proceeded to remark, that they who had warm for- 
tunes were always fure of getting good hufbands : * But 

* Heaven help,' continued flic, * the girls that have none! 

* What fignifics beauty, Mr. Thomhill ? or what figni- 
' fies all the virtue, and all the qualifications in the world, 

* in this age of felf-intereft ? It is not, what is ftie; but, 

* what has flie ? is all the cry.' 

* Madam,' returned he, * I highly approve the juftice, 

* as well as the novelty of your remarks ; and if I were a 

* king, it fliould be otherwife. It fliould then, indeed, 

* be fine times with the girls without fortunes : our two 

* young ladies fliould be the firft for whom I would 

* provide.' 

* Ah, Sir!' returned my wife, * you are pleafed to be 

* facetious : but I wifli I were a queen, and then I know 

* where my cldeft daughter (hould look for a hufl)and. 
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But how, that you have put it into my head, fcrioufly, 
Mr. Thornhill, can't you recommend me a proper huf- 
band for her? She is now nineteen years old, well 
grown, and .well educated ; and, in my humble opinion, 
does not want for parts.' 

* Madam,' replied he, * if I were to chufe, I would 
find out a perfon poffeffed of every accomplifhment that 
can make an angel happy. One with prudence, for- 
tune, tafte, and fincerity ; fuch. Madam, would be, in 
my opinion, the proper hulband.' — * Aye, Sir,' faid fhe^ 
but do you know of any fuch perfon r' — * No, Madam,' 

eturned he, * it is impoflible to know any perfon that de- 
ferves to be her hulband : fhe's too great a treafure for 
one man's poffeflion ; fhe's a goddefs ! Upon my foul, 
I fpeak what I think; flie's an angel,' — * Ah, Mr. 
ThornhiH, you only flatter my poor girl ; but we have 
been thinking of marrying her to one of your tenants, 
whofe mother is lately dead, and who wants a manager; 
you know whom I mean, Farmer Williams ; a warm 
man, Mr. Thornhill, able to give her good bread ; and 
who has feveral times made her propofals :' (which was 

aftually the cafe.) * But, Sir,' concluded (he, * I fhould 
be glad to have your approbation of our choice.* — * How, 
Madam!' replied he, * my approbation! My approba- 
tion of fiich a choice ! Never. What ! facrifice fo much 
beauty, and fenfe, and goodnefs, to a creature infenfi- 
bl^ of the bleffing! Excufe me, I can never approve of 
fuch apiece of injuftice! And I have my reafons.' — 
Indeed, Sir,' cried Deborah, * if you have your rea- 
fons, that's another affair ; but I fhould be glad to know 
thofe reafons.' — * Excufe me, Madam,' returned he, 
they lie too deep for difcovery ;' (laying his hand upon 

his bofom ;} * they remain buried, ri vetted here.' 

G 3 
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After he was gone, upon general confuhation, we 
could not tell what to make of thefe fine fentiments; 
Olivia oonfidcred them as inftances of the moft exalted 
paflTion ; but I was not quite fo fanguine 4 it fecmed to ine 
pretty plain, that they had more of love than matrimony 
in them ; yet, whatever they might portend, it was rc- 
folved to profccute the fchcmc of Farmer Williams, who 
from my daughter's firft appearance in the country, had 
paid her his addreflfes. 



CHAP. XVII. 

SCARCE ANY VIRTUE FOUND TO RESIST THE POWER 
OF LONG AND PLEASING TEMPTATION. 



A 



S I only ftudicd my child's real happincfs, the affi- 
duity of Mr. Williams pleafed me, as he was in eafy cir- 
cumftances, prudent, and fincere. It required but very 
little encouragement to revive his former palfion ; fo that 
in an evening or two he and Mr. Thomhill met at our 
houfe, and furveyed each other for fome time with looks 
of anger : but Williams owed his landlord no rent, and 
little regarded his indignation. Olivia, on her fide, a£led 
the coquet to perfedlion ; if that might be called afting, 
which was her real chara£ier, pretending to lavifh all her 
tendernefs on her new lover. Mr. Thornhill appeared 
quite deje<Sted at this preference, and with a penfive air 
took leave ; though I own it puzxled me to find him in fo 
much pain as he appeared to be, when he had it in his 
power fo eafily to remove the caufe, by declaring an ho- 
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ncurable paffion. But whatever iineafine& he feemed to 
endure, it could eafily be perceived that Olivia's anguifh 
was ffill greater. After any of thefe interviews between 
her lovers, of which diere were feveral, fhe ufually re- 
tired to f<ditude, and there indulged her grief. It was in 
foch a fituation I found her one evening, after (he had 
been for fonne time fupporting a fi6Utious gaiety. ' You 
now fee, my child,' faid I, ^ that your confidence in 
Mr. Thomhiirs paffion was aU a dream: he permits 
the rivalry of another, every way his inferior, though 
he knows it lies in his power to fecure you to himfelf by 
a candid dedaiation.'— -^ Yes, papa,' returned fhe, * but 
he has his reafians for this delay : I know he has. The 
fincerity of his looks and words convinces me of his 
ical eftoem. A (hort time, I hope, will difcover the 
generofity of his fendfloentfty and convince you that my 
opinion of him has been more juft than yours.' — ^ Olivia^ 
my dariing,' returned I, ^ every fcheme that has been 
hitherto purfued to compel him to a declaration, has 
been prc^fed and planned by yourfeli^ nor can you in 
the teaft fay that I have confirained you. But yoa muft 
not fuppofcy my dear, tint I wiU ever be inftrumcntai 
in fuflering his honeft rival to be the dupe of your ill'- 
placed paffion. Whatever tlitie you fcquire to bring 
your £uicied admirer to an explanation ihaU be granted i 
.but at the expamtion dl that term, if he is ftiU regard* 
lefs, I muft abfolutely iniift that honeft Mr. WiUiama 
fliall be rewarded for hi» fidelity. The character which 
I have hitherto fuf^xxTted im life demands this^om me,* 
and my ttndeffne& as a parent^ fiis^ never influence 
my integrity as a man. Name then your day, let it be 
as diftant as you tiunk proper ; and m the mean time 
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' take care to let Mr. Thornhill know the exaA time on 
' which I defign delivering you up to another. If he 

* really loves you, his own good fenfe will readily fugged 

* that there is but one method alone to prevent his lofing 

* you for ever.' This propofal, which, ihe could not 
avoid confidering as perfedtly juft, was readily agreed to. 
She again renewed her moft pofitive promife of marrying 
Mr. Williams, in cafe of the other's infenfibility ; and at 
the next opportunity, in Mr. Thomhill's prcfence, that 
day month was fixed upon for her nuptials with his 
rival. 

Such vigorous proceedings feemed to redouble Mr. 
Thomhiirs anxiety : but what Olivia really felt gave me 
fome uneaiinefs. In this ftruggle between prudence and 
paflion, her vivacity quite forfook her, and every oppor- 
tunity of folitude was fought, and fpent in tears. One 
week paiTed away ; but Mr. Thornhill made no efforts 
to reilrain her nuptials. The fucceeding week he was 
Aill afliduous, but not more open. On the third he dif- 
continued his vifits entirely ; and inftead of my daughter 
teftifying any impatience, as I expeded, (he feemed to 
retain a penfive tranquility, which I looked upon as re- 
iignation. For my own part, I was now finccrely pleafed 
with thinking that my child was going to be fecured iri 
a continuance of competence and peace, and frequently 
applauded her refolution, in preferring happinefs to oAen- 
tation. 

It was within about four days of her intended (nuptials, 
that my little family at night were gathered round a charm- 
ing fire, telling (lories of the paft, and laying fchemes for 
the future. Bufied in forming a thoufand prbje^, and 
laughing at whatever folly came uppermofti ^ Well, 
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* Mofcs/ cried I, * we (hall foon, .my boy, have a wed- 

* ding in the family ; what is your opinion of matters and 

* things in general ?'— * My opinion, father, is, that all 

* things go on very well ; and I was juft now thinking, 

* that when lifter Livy is married to Farmer Williams, 

* we (hall then have the loan of his cyder- prefs and brew- 

* ing-tubs for nothing.' — * That we (hall, Mofcs,' cried 
I, * and he will fing us Death and the Lady to raife our 

* fpirits into the bargain,' — * He has taught that fong to 

* our Dick,' cried Mofes ; * and I think he goes through 

* it very prettily.' — * Does he for' cried I, * then let us 

* have it ; where's little Dick ? let him up with it boldly.' 

* My brother Dick,* cried Bill, my youngeft, * is juft gone 

* out with fifter Livy ; but Mr. Williams has taught me 

* two fongs> and Til (ing them for you, papa. Which 

* fong do you chufe, Thi dying Swan, or the Ekgy on the 

* Death of a Mad Dog ?'—^ The elegy, child, by all 

* means,' faid I ; * I never heard that yet^and Deborah, 

* my life, grief you know is dry ; let us have a bottle of 

* the beft goofeberry wine, to keep up our fpirits. I have 

* wept fo much at all forts of elegies of late, that without 

* an enlivening glafs I am fure this will overcome me. — 

* And Sophy, love, take your guitar, and thrum with the 

* boy a little.' 



AN ELEGY ON THE DEATH OF A MAD-DOG< 



GOOD people all, of every fort. 
Give ear unto my fong ; 

And if you find it wond'rous (hort. 
It cannot hold you long. 
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In Iflingtoh there was a man. 
Of whom the world might (zj. 

That ftill a godly race he ran, 
Whene'er he went to pray. ' 

A kind and gentle heart he had. 
To comfort friends and foes ; 

The naked every day he clad. 
When he put on his clothes. 

And in that town a dog was found. 

As many dogs there be. 
Both mongrel, puppy, whelp, and hound. 

And curs of low degree. 

Tlus dog and man at firft were friends ; 

But when a {Hque began. 
The dog, to gain his private ends. 

Went mad and bit the man. 

Around from all the neighboiiring ffareets. 
The wond'ring neighbours ran ; 

And fwore the dog had loft his wits. 
To bite fo good a man. 

The wound it feem'd both fore and fad. 

To ?very chriftlan eye ; 
And while they fwore the dog was mad. 

They fwore the man would die. 

But foon a wonder came to light. 
That (hew'd the rogues diey lyed ; 

The man recovered of the bite. 
The dog it was that died. 
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* A very good boy, Bill, upon my word ; and an elegy 
that may truly be called tragical. Come, my children, 
here's Bill's health, and may he one day be a bifhop!' 

' With all my heart/ cried my wife ; * and if he but 
preaches as well as he lings, I make no doubt of him. 
The moft of his family, by the mother's fide, could 
fing a good fong ; it was a common faying in our coun- 
try, that the family of the Blenkinfops could never look 
ifaraight before them, nor the Hugginfons blow out a 
candle ; that there were none of the Grograms but 
could fing a fong, or of the Marjorams but could tell a 
ftory.' * However that be,' cried I, * the moft vulgar 
ballad of all generally pleafes me better than the fine 
modern odes, and things that j^trify in a fingle fianza ; 
pnxlu£lions that we at once deteft and praife. Put the 
glafs to your brother, Mofes. The great fault of thcfe 
elegiafts is, that they are in defpair for griefs that give 
the fenfible part of mankind very little pain. A lady 
lofes her mufF, her fan, or her lap-dog, and fo the filly 
poet runs home to verfify the difafter.' 

* That may be the mode,' cried Mofes, * in fublimer 
compofitions ; but the Ranelagh fongs that come down 
to us are perfectly familiar, and all cafl in the fame 
mould : Colin meets Do)iy, and they hold a dialogue 
together ; he gives her a fairing to put in her hair, and 
(he prefents him with a nofegay ; and then they go to- 
gether to church, where they give good advice to young 
nymphs and fwains to get married as faft as they can.' 

' And very good advice too,' cried I ; ' and I am told 
there is not a place in the world where advice can be 
given with fo much propriety as there ; for, as it per- 
fuades us to marry, it alfo furniflics us with a wife ; and 
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furely that muft be an excellent market, my hoji whtre 
we are told what we want, and fupplied with it when 
wanting.' 

* Yes, Sir,' returned Mofes, ' and I know but of two 
fuch markets for wives in Europe, Ranelagh in Eng- 
land, and Fontarabia in Spain. The Spanifh market is 
open once a year, but our Englilh wives are faleable 
every night.' 

* You are right, my boy,' cried his mother. * Old 
England is the only place in the world for huibands to 
get wives.' * And for wives to manage their hufbands,' 

nterrupted L * It is a proverb abroad, that if a bridge 
were built acrofs the fea, all the ladies of the Continent 
would come over to take pattern from ours : for there 
are no fuch wives in Europe as our own. But let us 
have one bottle more, Deborah, my life— and Mofes 
give us a good fong. What thanks do we not owe to 
Heaven for thus bellowing tranquility, health, and 
irompetence ! I think myfelf happier now than the greateft 
monarch upon earth. He has no fuch fire fide, nor fuch 
pleafant feces about it. Yes, Deborah, we are now 
growing old ; but the evening of our life is likely to be 
happy. We are defcended from anceftors that knew no 
ftain, and we fhall leave a good and virtuous race of 
children behind us. While we live they will be our 
fupport and our pleafure here, and when we die they 
will tranfmit our honour untainted to pofterity. Come, 
my fon, we wait for a fong : let us have a chorus. But 
where is my darling Olivia ; that little cherub's voice is 
always fweeteft in the concert?' Juft as I fpoke, Dick 
came running in—* O papa, papa, (he is gone from us, 
* flie is gone from us ; my filler Livy is gone from us for 
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* ever/ * Gone, child !* * Yes, (he is gone off with two 

* gentlemen in a poft-chaife ; and one of them kiffed her, 
' arid faid he would die for her ; and (he cried very much, 

* and was for coming back ; but he perfuaded her again, 

* and (lie went into the chaife, and faid — ** Oh, what 
** will my poor papa do when he knows I am undone !*' 

* Now, then,' cried I, * my children, go and be mifera- 

* blc : for we (hall never enjoy one hour more. And O 

* may Heaven's everlafting fury light upon him and his ! 

* Thus to rob me of my child ! And fure it will, for tak- 

* ing back my fweet innocent that I was leading up to 

* heaven. Such fincerity as my child was poiTeft of! But 
• * all our earthly happinefs is now over ! Go, my children, 

' go, and be miferable and infamous ; for my heart is 

* broken within me!' ' Father,' cried my fon, * is this 

* your fortitude ?' * Fortitude, child ! Yes, he' (hall fee I 

* have fortitude! Bring me my piftols. I'll purfue the 
^ traiton While he is on earth I'll purfue him. Old as 

* I am, he (hall find I can fting him yet. The villain ! 

* the perfidious villain !' I had by this time reached down 
my piftols, when my poor wife, whofe paffions were not 
fo ilrong as mine, caught me in her arms. '.My dearefi, 

* deareft hu(band,' cried (he, * the Bible is the only wea- 

* pon that is fit for your old hands now. Open that, my 
' love, and read our angui(h into patience, for (he has 

* vilely deceived us.* * Indeed, Sir,' refumed my fon, 
after a paufe, * your rage is too violent and unbecoming. 

* You (hould be my mother's comforter, and you increafe 

* her pain. It ill fuited you and your reverend charafter 

* thus to curfe your greateft enemy : you (hould not have 

* curft him, villain as he is.' * I did not curfe him, 
*■ child, did I ?' ' Indeed, Sir, you did ; you curH him 
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* twice,' * Then may Heaven foigive me and him if I 
^ did. And now, my fun, I fee it was more than human 
' benevolence that firft taught us to blefs our enemies i 

* Bleft be his holy name for all the good he hath given, 
' and for all that he hath taken away. But it is not, it 
' is not a fmall diifarefs that can wring tears from thefe old 
' eyes, that have not wept for fo many years. My child! 
^ To undo my darling ! May confufion feize ! Heaven 

* forgive me, what am I about to fay!— You may re- 

* member, my love, how good (he was, and how charm- 
' ing ; till this vile moment, all her care was to make us 
' happy. Had fhe but died ! But (he is gone, the honour 
^ of our family is contaminated, and I muft look out for 
^ happinefs in other worlds than here. But, my child, 

* you faw them go off: perhaps he forced her away ? If 

* he forced her, (he may yet be innocent.' * Ah, no, 

* Sir,' cried the child ; * he only kiiTed her, and called her 

* his angel, and (he wept very much, and leaned upon 

* his arm, and they drove off very fall.* * She's an un- 

* grateful creature,' cried my wife, who could fcarce fpeak 
for weeping, ^ to ufe us thus. She never had the leaft 

* conilraint put upon her afie^Uons. The vile (trumpet 

* has bafely deferted her parents without any provocation, 
^ thus to bring your grey hairs to the grave, and I muft 

* (hortly follow.' 

In this mawer that night, the firft of our real misfor- 
tunes, was fpent in the bitternefs of complaint, and ill- 
fupported fallies of enthu(iafm. I determined, however, 
to find out our betrayer, wherever he was, and reproach 
his bafenefs. The next morning we mi(red our wretched 
child at breakfaft, where (he ufed to give life and chear- 
fulnefs to us all. My wife, as before, attempted to eafe 
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her heart by reproaches. * Never/ cried (he, ^ (hall that 
^ vileft ftain of our family again darken thefe harmlefi 

* doors. I will never call her daughter more. No, let 
' die ftrumpet live with her vile feducer : (he may bring 

* us to (hame, but (he (hall never more deceive us,' 

* Wife/ faid I, ' do not talk thus hardly : my detefta-> 

* tion of her guilt is as great as your's ; but ever (ball this 
^ houfe and this heart be open to a poor returning re* 

* pentant (inner. The fooner (he returns from her tranf* 
^ grefli(Hiy the more welcome (hall (he be to me. For the 
^ (irft time the very beft may err ; art may perfuade, and 

* novelty fpread out it's charm. The (irft fault is the 
^ diild of fimplicity ; but every other the o(lspring of guilt. 
^ Yes, the wretched creature (hall be welcome to this 

* heart and this houfe, though ftained with ten thoufand 

* vices. I will again hearken to the mufic of her voice, 
^ again will I hang fondly on her bofom, if I find but re- 
^ pentance there. My fon, bring hither my Bible and my 
^ (tanS: I will purfue her, wherever (he is ; and though I 
^ cannot fave her from (hame, I may prevent the con- 
•^ tinuaiice of iniquity.' 



CHAP. XVIII. 

THE PURSUIT OF A FATHER TO RECLAIM A LOST 

CHILD TO VIRTUE, 



T 



HOUGH the child could not defcribe the gen- 
deman's perfon who handed his (ider into the poft-chaife, 
yet my fufpicions fell entirely upon our young landlord. 
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whofe chafa<5ler for fudh intrigues was but too well known^ 
I therefore dired^ed my fteps towards Thornhill Caftle, 
refdving to upbraid him, and, if poflibley to bring back 
my daughter : but before I had reached his feat, I i^as 
met by one of my parifhioners, who faid he faw a young 
lady refembling my daughter in a poft-chaife with a gen- 
tleman, whom, by the defcription, I could only guefs to 
be Mr, Burchcll, and that they drove very faft. Thi^ 
information, however, did by no means- fatisfy me. I 
therefore went lo the young fquire's, and though it wa^ 
yet early, inlifted upon feeing him immediately : he foon 
appeared with the mod open familiar air, and feemed per- 
fedUy amazed at my daughter's elopement, protefting 
upon his honour that he was quite a ftranger to it. I now 
therefore condemned 'my former fufpicions, and could 
turn them only on Mr.* Burchell, who I recollefted had 
of late feveral private conferences with her:- but the. ap- 
pearance of another witnefs left me no room to doubt of 
his villainy, who averred that he and my daughter were 
aftually gone towards the Wells, about thirty miles ofFj 
where there was a great deal of company. Being driven 
to that ftate of mind in which we are more ready to aft 
precipitately than to reafon right, I never debated with 
myfelf, whether thefe accounts might not have been given 
by perfons purpofely placed in my way, to miflead me, 
but refolved to purfue my daughter and her fancied de- 
luder thither. I walked along with earneftnefs, and en- 
quired of feveral by the way ; but received no accounts, 
till entering the town, I was met by a perfon on horfe- 
back, whom I remembered to have feen at the fquire's, 
and he affured me, that if I followed them to the races> 
which were but thirty miles farther, I might depend Upon 
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overtaking them ; for he h^d feen them dance there the 
night before, and the whole aifembly feemed charmed 
with my daughter's performance. Early the next day I 
walked forward to the races, and about four in the after- 
noon I came upon the courfe. The company made a 
very brilliant appearance, all eameftly employed in one 
purfuit, that of pleafure ; how different from mine, that 
of reclaiming a loft child to virtue! I thought I perceived 
Mr. Burchell at fome diftance from me : but as if he 
dreaded an interview, upon my approaching him, he mix- 
ed among a crowd, and I faw him no more. I now re- 
fleded that it would be to no purpofe to continue my pur- 
fuit farther, and refolved to return home to an innocent 
family, who wanted my affiftance. But the agitations of 
my mind,' and the fatigues I had undergone, threw me 
into a fever, the fymptoms of which I perceived before 
I came off the courfe. This was another un^xpefted 
(broke, as I was more than fev^njty miles difiant from 
hpnle : howeyer, I retired to a littb ale-houfe by the road* 
fide, and jn thi^ place, the ufual retreat 0f indigence and 
frugality, I laid me down patiently to wait the iifue of my 
diforder. I languUhed here for near three weeks; but at 
laft my conftitution prevailed, though I was unprovided 
with money to defray the expences of my entertainment. 
It is poffible the anxiety from this laft circumftance alone, 
might have brought on a relapfe, had I not been fupplied 
by a traveller, who ftopt to take a curfory refrefhment. 
This perfon was no other than the philanthropic book- 
feUer in St» Paul's Church-yard, who has written fo many 
little books for children : he called himfelf their friend ; 
but he was the friend of all mankind. He was no fooner 
alighted^ but he was in hafte to be gone ; for he was ever 

H 
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on bufinefs of the utmoft importance, and was at that dme 
adtually compiling materials for the hiftory of one Mr. 
Thomas Trip. I immediately recoUeAed this good-- 
natured man's red pimpled face ; for he had publifhed for 
me againft the Deuterogamies of the age, and from him 
I borrowed a few pieces to be paid at my return. Leaving 
the inn, therefore, as I was yet but weak, I refcdved to 
return home by eafy journeys of ten miles a day. - My 
health and ufual tranquility were almoft reftorcd, and I 
now condemned that pride which had made me refradtory 
to the hand of corredHon. Man little knqws what calami- 
ties are beyond his patience to bear till he tries them : as 
in afcending the heights of ambition, which look bright 
from belowy every ftep we rife (hews us fome new and 
gloomy profpe6l of hidden difappointment ; fo in our de* 
fcent from the fummit of pleafure, though the vale of mi* 
fery below may appear at firft dark and gloomy, yet the 
bufy mind, ftill attentive to it's own amtifetnent, finds as 
we defcend ibmething to flatter and pleafe^ Still as we ap- 
proach, the darkeft objects a^^ar to brighten, and the 
mental eye becomes adapted tt> it's gloomy fituation. 

I. now proceeded forward, and had walked about two 
hours, when I perceived what appear^ at a diAance like 
a waggon, which I was refolded to overtake ; but when I 
came up with it, found it to be a ftroUing company's cart, 
that was carrying their fcenes and otRer theatrical furni- 
ture to the next village, where they were to exhibit. The 
cart was attended only by the perfon who drove it, and 
one of the company, as the reft of the players were to fol- 
low the enfuing day. * Good company upon 'the road,* 
fays the proverb, * is the (horteft cut.' I therefore enter- 
ed into converfation with the poor player ; and as I once 
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had fomp theatrical powers myfelf, I diflcrtcd on fuch to- 
picks with my ufual freedom : b«t as I was pretty much 
xmacquainted with the prefent ftate of the fiage^ I demand- 
ed who were the prefent theatncal writers in vogue^ who 
the Drydens and Otways of the day. ^ I fancy. Sir,' 
cried the player, ^ few of. our modem dramatifts would 
think themfelves much honoured by being compared to 
the writers you mention. Dryden and Rowers manner. 
Sir, are quite out of falhion ; our tafte has gone back a 
whole tentury ; Fletcher, Ben. Jonfon, and all the plays 
of Shakefpeare, are the only things that go down.'-p« 
How/ cried I, ^ is it poflible the prefent age can be 
pleafed with that antiquated dialed^, that obfolete hu-* 
mour, thofe over^charged charadters, which abound in 
the works you mention ?' ^ Sir/ returned my companion, 
the public think nothing about dialedl^, or humour, or 
charadter ; for that is none of their buTmefs ; they only 
go to be amufed, and find themfelves happy when they 
can enjoy a pantomime, under the fandiion of Jonfon*)) 
or Shakefpeare's name/ / So then, I fuppde,' cried I, 
that our modem dramatifts are rather imitators of Shake- 
fpeare than- nature.' ^ To fay J^e truth,' returned my 
companion, * I don't know that they imitate any thing 
at all ; nor indeed does the publld require it of them : it 
is not the compofition of, the piece, but the number of 
ftarts and attitudes that may be introduced, th»t elicits 
applaufe. I have known a piece with not one jeft in the 
whole, (hrugged into popularity, and another farved by the 
poet's throwing in a fit of the gripes. No, Sir, the 
works of Congreve and Farquhar have too much wit in 
them for the prefent tafte ; our modem dialcdt ta much 
more natural.' 

H a 
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By this time the equipage of the ftroUing company was 
arrived at the village, which, it feems, had been apprized 
of our approach, and was come out to gaze at us ; for 
my companion obfervcd, that flroUers always have more 
fpeAators without doors than within. I did not confider 
the impropriety of my being in fuch company, till I faw a 
mob gather about me. I therefore took ihelter, as &ft as 
poflible, in the firft ale-houfe that offered ; and being 
ihewn into the common room, was accofted by a very 
well*dreft gentleman, who demanded whether I was the 
' real chaplain of the company,, or whether it was only to 
be my mafquerade charaAer in the play. Upon informing 
him of the truth, and that I did not belong in any fort to 
the company, he was condefcending enough to defire me 
and the player to partake in a bowl of punch, over which 
he difcufled modem politicks with great eameftnefs and 
intereft. I fet him down in my own mind for nothing 
lefs than a parliament-man at leaft ; but was almoft con* 
firmed in my conjedures, when upon afking what there 
was in the houfe for fupper, he infifted that the player 
and I fhould fup with him at his houfe ; with which rc« 
queft, after fome entreaties^ we were prevailed on to comply. 

CHAP. XIX. 

THB DESCRIPTION OF A PERSON DISCONTENTED 
WITH THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT, AND APPRE* 
HENSIVE OF THE LOSS OP OUR LIBERTIES. 



T 



HE houfe where we were to be entertained, lying 
at a fmall diftance from the village, our inviter obferved. 
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that as the coach was not ready , he n^ould cdiidudl us 
on foot^ and we foon. arrived at one of the moft mag-^ 
nificent manfions I had feen in that part of the coun^ 
try. The apaitment into which we were (hewn was per-* 
fe£Uy elegant and modem ; he went to give orders fot 
fupper^ while the player, with a wink, obferved that we 
were perfedly in luck. Our entertainer foon returned, an 
elegant fupper was brought in, two or three ladies in an 
eafy difliabille were introduced, and the converfation began 
with fome fprightlinefs. Politicks, however, was the 
fubje6l on which our entertainer chiefly expatiated ; for he 
afTerted that liberty was at once his boaft and his terror. 
After the cloth was removed, he aiked me if I had feen 
the laft Monitor; to which replying in the negative, 
' What, nor the Auditor, I fuppofe ?' cried he. * Nei- 
' ther. Sir,* returned I. ^ That's ftrangc, very ftrange,' 
replied my entertainer. ^ Now, I read all the politicks 

* that come out. The Daily, the Public, the Ledger, 

* the Chronicle, the London Evening, the Whitehall 

* Evening, the feventeen Magazines, and the two Re- 

* views ; and though they hate each other, I love thein 
' all. Liberty, Sir, liberty is the Briton's boaft ; and by 
' all my coal mines in Cornwall, I reverence it's guar- 

* dians.' * Then it is to be hoped,' cried I, * you rever- 
^ ence the king.' * Yes,', returned my entertainer, * when 
' he does what we Would have him ; but if he goes on a(s 
^ he has done of late, I'll never trouble myfelf more with 
^ his matters. I fay nothing. I think only, I could 

* have direAed fome things better. I don't think there has 
' been a fufficient number of advifers : he (hould advife 
' with every perfon willing to give him advice, and then 
' we (hould have thmgs done in another gueft manner.' 

H3 
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' I wilh/ cried'I, ^ that fuch intruding advifers were 
fixed in the pillory, it fliould be die duty of honeft 
men to affift the weaker fide of our conftitution, that 
facred power that has for fome years been every day 
declining, and lofing it's due ithare of influence in the 
ftate. But thefe ignorants ftill continue the cry of li* 
bertyi and if they have any weight, bafeiy throw it into 
the fubfiding fcale.' 

^ How/ cried one of the ladies, ' do I live to fee one 
fo bafe, fo fordid, as to be an enemy to liberty, and a 
defender of tyrants ? Liberty, diat facred gift of Heaven, 
that glorious privilege of Britons !' 

' Can it be pofTible,' cried our entertainer* ^ that there 
fhould be any found at prefent advocates for flavery^ 
Any who are for meanly giving tip the privileges of Bri- 
tons ? Can any. Sir, be fo abje6l ?* 

' No, Sir,' replied I, M arti for liberty, that attribute 
of gods! Glorious liberty! that theme of modem de- 
clamation. I would have all men kings. I would be a 
king myfelf. * We have all naturally an equal right to the 
throne : we are all originally equal. This is my opinion, 
and was once the opinionLof s^ fet of honeft men ^ho were 
called Levellers. They tcied to.ereft ihcnifelves into a 
community, where all fhould: be equally £i^. * But, alas ! 
it wbuld never anfwer ; for Aere wefe fdme.among diem 
{faronger, and fome more cuikntiig than t}thers, and thefe 
became matters of the tcA^ fef as fure ks your groom rides 
your horfes, becaufe he i^ a cumAger lanimal than they, 
fo furely will the animal that is cinmngdr or firdnger than 
he, fit upbn his fhoulders in tdm. Since thidnJt is en- 
tailed upon humanity to fubmit, and fome are bom to 
con»nand, and others to obey, tiie queftion is, as thete 
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muft be tjrants, whether it is.bptttr to have them in th<s 
£lRiehoufe(WiCh us, or in the (dsft^ village, or ftill farther 
off, in the metropolis. Now, Sir, for my own part, as 
I nafundlj hat6 the face of a tyrant, the farther off he 
is xciaoycd frcan. me, the hotter pleafed am I. The 
generality of mankind alfo are of xny way of thinking, 
and have unanimoufly cital»d tne king; whoTe election 
at once diminiflies the number of tyrants, and puts ty- 
ranny at the greateft diflanoefrom the greateft number 
of peojde* Nofw the great, who were tyrants themfelves 
before the eie£Uon of one tyrant, are naturally averfe to 
a power ratfed over them, and. whofe weight muft ever 
lean heavieft on the fubordinate orders. It is the in- 
tereft of the great, therefore, to diminiih kingly power 
as much as poffible ; becaufe whatever they take fSrom 
diat, is naturally reflored to themfelves ; and all they 
have to do in the ftate, is to undermine the fingle tyrant, 
by which they refume their primaeval authority. Now 
the ftate may be (o circumflanccd, or it's laws may be 
fo difpofed, or it's men of c^ulence fo minded, as all to 
oonfpire in carrying on ibis bufineiis of undermining mo- 
narchy. For> tin die firft place, if the circumfiances of 
our fiate be fuch, as to favour the accumulation of 
wealth, and make the opulent ftiil more rich, this will 
encreafi: their ambition. An accumulation o£ wealth, 
however, muft neceflariiy be the confequence, when, as 
at prefent, more riches flpw in from external com^nerce 
than arife from internal induftry : for external oomlnerce 
can only be managed to* advantage by the rich, and they 
have aUb at the fame time all the emoluments arifing 
from intonal induftry ; fo that the rich, with us, have 
two fouroes of wealth, whereas the poor have but one. 
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For this reafon, wealth, in all commercial fiates, is found 
to accumulate, and all fuch have hitherto in time be- 
come arifiocratical. Again, the very laws alfo of this 
country may contribute to the accumulation of wealth ; 
as when by their means the natural ties that bind the 
rich and poor together are broken, and it is ordained, 
that the rich Ihall only marry with the rich ; or when 
the learned are held unqualified to ferve their country 
as counfellors merely from a defedl of opulence, and 
wealth is thus made the obje<Sl of a wife man's ambi- 
tion ; by thefe means, I fay, and fuch means as thefe, 
riches will accumulate. Now the pofleifor of accumu- 
lated wealth, when fumiflied with the necefifaries and 
pleafures of life, has no other method to employ the 
fuperfluity of his fortune but in purchafing power ; th^tt 
is, diflerently fpeaking, in making dependants, by pur- 
chafing the liberty of the needy or the venal, of men 
who are willing to bear the mortification of contiguous 
tyranny for bread. Thus each very opulent man gene- 
rally gathers round him a circle of the pooreft of the peo- 
ple ; and the polity abounding in accumulated wealth, 
may be compared to a Cartefian fyftem, each, orb with 
a vortex of it's own. Thofe, however, who arc willing 
to move in a great man's vortex, are only fuch as muft 
be flaves, the rabble of mankind, whofe fouls and whofe 
education are adapted to fervitude, and who know no- 
thing of liberty except the name. But there muft fiHl 
be a large number of the people without the fphere of the 
opulent man's influence, namely, that order of men 
which fubfifis between the very rich and the very rabble; 
thofe men who are pofifeflfed of too laige fortunes to fub- 
mit id the neighbouring nkan in power, and yet are too 
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poor to fet up for tyranny themfelves. In this midcUe 
order of mankind are generally to be found all the arts, 
wifdom, and virtues of fociety. This order alone is 
known to be the true preferver of freedom, and may be 
called the people. Now it may happen that this middle 
order of mankind may lofe all it's influence in a fiate, 
and it's voice be in a manner drowned in that of the rab- 
ble : for if the fortune fufficient for qualifying a perfon 
at prefent to give his voice in flate affairs, be ten times 
lefs than was judged fufficient upon forming the confii* 
tution, it is evident that great numbers of the rabble 
will thus be introduced into the political fyftem, and 
they, ever moving in the vortex of the great, will follow 
where greatnefs fhall diredl. In fuch a Aate, therefore, 
all that the middle order has left, is to preferve the pre- 
rogative and privileges of the one principal governor with 
the moft facred circumfpedlion. For he divides the 
power of the rich, and calls off the great from falling 
with tenfold weight on the middle order placed beneath 
them. The middle order may be compared to a town, 
of which the opulent are forming the^iiege, and which 
the governor from without is hallening the relief. While 
the befiegers are in dread of an enemy over them, it is 
but natural to offer the townfmen the mofl fpecious 
terms; to flatter them with founds, and amufe them 
with privileges ; but if they once defeat the governor 
from behind, the walls of the town will be but a fmall 
defence to. it's inhabitants. What they may then ex- 
pe£t, may be feen by turning our eyes to Holland, Ge- 
noa, or Venice, where the laws govern the poor, and 
the rich govern the law. I am then for, and would die 
for, monarchy, facred monarchy ; for if there be any 



io6 VICAR OF WAKEFIELD. 

* thing (acrod amongft men, it muft be the anointed So- 
' VEREIGN of his people, and every diminution of his 

* power in war, or in peace, is an infringement upon the 
' real liberties of the fubjed. The founds of liberty, pa-" 
' triotifm, and Britons, have already done much ; it is to 

* be hoped that the true fons of freedom will prevent their 

* ever doing more. I have known many of thofe pre- 

* tended champions for liberty in my time, yet do I not 
^ remember one that was not in his heart and in his fa* 
' mily a tyrant.* 

My warmth, I found, had le^igthened this harangue be- 
yond the rules of good-breeding : but the impatience of m^ 
entertainer, who often ftrove to interrupt it, could be re- 
firained no longer. ^ What,' cried he, ' then I have been 
' all this while entertaining a jduit in parfon's clothes : 
' but by all the coal mines of Cornwall, out he (hall pack, 
^ if my name be Wilkinfon.' I now found I hadgorie 
too far, and afked pardon for the warmth with which I 
had fpoken. ^ Pardon,' returned he in a fury: ^ I think 
' fuch principles demand ten thouiand pardons. What, 
' give up liberty, property, and as the Gazetteer fays, lie 
' down to be faddled with wooden (hoes ! Sir, I infift upon 
< your marching out of this houfe immediately, to prevent 
' worfe confequences. Sir, I iniift upon it.' I was gotilg 
to repeat my remonftrsuices ; but juft then we heard 'a 
footman's rap at the door, and the two ladies cried out, 

* As fure as death, there is our mafter and miflrefr come 

* home.' It feems, my entertainer was all this while 
only the butler, who, in his matter's abfence, had a mind 
to cut a figure, and be for a 'while the gentleman himfelf ; 
and, to fay the truth, he talked politics as well as mdfl: 
country gentlemen do. But nothing could now eKOC^d 
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my oonfufion, upon feeing the gentleman and his lady en-* 
ter ; nor was their furprixe, at finding fuch company and 
good cheer, lefs than ours. ^ Gentlemen,* cried the 
real mafter of the houfe, to me and my companion, ^ my 

* wife and I are your moft humble fervants ; but I proteft 
^ this is (o unexpe6ted a favour, that we almoft fink under 

* the obligation. * However unexpedled our company might 
be to them, theirs, I am fure, was ftill more fo to us, and 
I was ftruck dumb with the apprehenfions of my own ah- 
furdity, when, whom (hould I next fee enter the room but 
my dear Mifs Arabella Wilmot, who was formerly dtf- 
figned to be married to my fon George ; but whofc match 
was broken ofiP, as already related. As foon as fhe faw me, 
Ihe flew to my arms with the utmoft joy. * My dear 
^ Sir,' cried fhe, ^ to what happy accident is it that we 
^ owe fo unexpected a vifit } I am fure my uncle and aunt 
• will be in raptures when they find they have got the 
' good Dodlor Primrofe for their gueft.' Upoi\ hearing 
my name, the old gentleman and lady very politely fiept 
Up, and welcomed me with moft cordial hofpitality. Nor 
could they forbear fmiling, upon being informed of the 
nature of my prefent vifit: but the unfortunate butler, 
whom they at firft feemed difpofed to turn away, was at 
my intcrceflion forgiven. 

Mr. Arnold and his lady, to whom the houfe belonged, 
now infifted upon having the pleafure of my ftay for fome 
days; and as their niece, my charming pupil, whofe 
mind, in fome meafure, had been formed under my own 
inftrudUons, joined in their intreaties, I complied. That 
night t was fhewn to a magnificent chamber, and the next 
morning early, Mifs Wilmot defired to walk with me in 
ttie garden^ which was decorated in the modern manner. 
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After fome time fpent in tx^nting oiit the beauties of the 
place, Ibe enquired, with feoning unconcern, when laft I 
had heard from my fon Geoige. * Alas ! Madam/ cried 
I, * he has now been near three years abfcnt, without 
' ever writing to his friends or me. Where he is I know 

* not ; perhaps I (hall never fee him or happincfs more. 
' No, my dear Madam, we (hall never more fee fuch 
' pleafing hours as were once fpent by our fire-fide at 

* Wakefield. My littie family are now difperfing very 
' faAf and poverty has brought not only want, but in- 
' famy upon us.' The good-natured girl let fall a tear 
at this account ; but as I faw her pofifefied of tdo much 
fenfibility, I fbrebore a more minute detail of our fuffer- 
ings. It was, however, fome confolation to me to find 
that time had made no alteration in her afFe61ions, and 
that (lie had rejedled feveral matches that had been made 
her fince our leaving her part of the country. She led 
me roimd all the extenfive improvements of tliie plac^, 
pointing to the feveral walks and arbours, and at the fame 
time catching from every obje£t a hint for fome new quef- 
tion relative to my fon. In this manner we fpent the 
forenoon, till the bell fummoned us to dinner, where we 
found the manager of the ftrolling company that I men- 
tioned before, who was come to difpofe of tickets for the 
Fair Penitent, which was to be aSed that evening ; the 
part of Horatio by a young gentleman who had never ap- 
peared on any ftage. He feemed to be very warm in the 
praife of the new performer, and averred that he never 
faw any who bid fo fair for excellence. Ading, he ob- 
ferved, was not learned in a day : ' But this gentieman,' 
continued he, ^ feems bom to tread the fiage* His voice, 
' his figure, and attitudes, are all admirable. We caught 
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^ him up accidentally in our journey down.' This ac* 
count in fome meafure excited our curiofity, and, at the 
entreaty of the ladies, I was prevailed upon to accom- 
pany them to the play-houfe, which was no other than a 
barn. As the company with which I went was incon- 
teftibly the chief of the place, we were received with the 
greateft refpedl, and placed in the front feat of the theatre; 
where we fat for fome time with no fmall impatience to fee 
Horatio make his appearance. The new performer ad- 
vanced at laft ; and let parents think of my fenfations by 
their own, when I found it was my unfortunate fon. He 
was going to begin ; when, turning his eyes upon the au- 
dience, he perceived Mifs Wilmot and me, and flood at 
once fpeechlefs and immoveable. The aftors behind the 
fcene, who afcribed this paufe to his natural timidity, at- 
tempted to encourage him ; but inflead of going on, he 
burft into a flood of tears, and retired off the ftage. I 
don't know what were my feelings on this occaiion ; for 
they fucceeded with too much rapidity for defcription : but 
I was foon awaked from this difagreeable reverie by Mifs 
Wilmot ; who, pale and with a trembling voice, defired 
me to condud her back to her uncle's. When got home, 
Mr. Arnold, who was as yet a ftranger to our cxtraordi- 
nary behaviour, being informed that the new performer 
was my fon, fent his coach, and an invitation, for him ; 
and as he perfifled in his refufal to appear again upon the 
ftage, the players put another in his place, and we foon 
had him with us. Mr. Arnold gave him the kindeft re- 
ception, and I received him with my ufual tranfport : for 
I could never counterfeit a falfe refentment. Mifs Wil- 
mot's reception was mixed with feeming negleA, and yet 
X could perceive (he a£ted a fludied part. The tumult in 
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her tnind feemed not yet abated ; (he faid twenty giddy 
things that looked like joy, and then laughed loud at her 
own want of meaning. At intervals ihe would take a fly 
peep at theglafs, as if happy in the confdoufnefs of irr&> 
fiAible beauty, and often would a(k queftions, without 
giving any manner of attention to the anfwers. 



END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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VOLUME THE SECOND. 



CHAP. I. 

THE HISTORY OF A PHILOSOPHIC VAGABOND, PUR* 
SUING NOVELTY, BUT LOSING CONTENT, 



A 



FTER we had fupped, Mrs. Arnold politely of- 
fered to fend a couple of her footmen for my fon's bag- 
gage, which he at firft feemed to decline ; but upon her 
preffing the requeft, he was obliged to inform her, that a 
ftick and a wallet were all the moveable things upon this 
earth which he could boaft or. ' Why, aye, my fon,' 
cried I, * you left me but poor, and poor I find you are 
' come back ; and yet I make no doubt you have feen a 

* great deal of the world.* * Yes, Sir,' replied my fon, 

* but travelling after fortune is not the way to fccurc her ; 

* and, indeed, of late, I have defifted from the purfuit.* 

* I fancy. Sir,* cried Mrs. Arnold, * that the account of 

* your adventures would be amufing : the firft part of 

* them I have often heard from my niece ; but could the 

* company prevail for the reft, it would be an additional 
5 obligation.* ' Madam,* replied my fon, * I promife you 
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^ the pleafure you have in hearing, will not be half fo great 
' as my vanity in repeating them^ and yet in the whole 
' narrative I can fcarce promife you one adventure, as my 
' account is rather of what I faw, than what I did. The 
' firft misfortune of my life, which you all know, was 
' great ; but though it diftreft, it could not fink me. No 

* perfon ever had a better knack at hoping than I. The 

* lefs kind I found fortune at one time, the more I ex- 
' peded from her another ; and being now at the bottom 
' of her wheel, every new revolution might lift, but 

* could not deprefs me. I proceeded, therefore, towards 

* London in a^ fine morning, no way uneafy about to* 
' morrow, but chearful as the birds that carolled by the 
' road ; and comforted myfelf with refledting, that London 

* was the mart where abilities of every kind were fure of 
^ meeting difiin<£tion and reward. 

' Upon my arrival in town. Sir, my firft care was to 

* deliver your letter of recommendation to our coufin, who 
' was himfelf in little better circumftances than I. My 

* firft fcheme, you know. Sir, was to be uflier at an aca- 
' demy, and I afked his advice on the affair. Our coufin 

* received the propofal with a true Sardonic grin. " Aye," 

* cried he, ** this is indeed a very pretty career that has 
been chalked out for you. I have been an ufher to a 
boarding-fchool myfelf; and may I die by an anodyne 

*' necklace, but I had rather be an under-tumkey in 
'' Newgate. I was up early and late : I was brow-beat 
'* by the mafter, hated for my ugly face by the miftrefs, 
** worried by the boys within, and never permitted to ftir 
" out to meet civility abroad. But are you fure you arc 
" fit for a fchool ? Let me examine you a little. Have 
^'yoo-been bred an apprentice to the bufinefs?'' No. 
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'^ Then you won't do feir a fchool. Can you dreft the 
** boys hair ?'* No. " Then you won't do for a fchool. 
"Have you had the fmall pox?" No. " Then you 
" won*t do for a fchool. Can you lie three in a bed ?" 

* No. ** Then you will never do for a fchool. Have 
" you got a good ftomach ?** Yes, ** Then you will by 
^* no meahs do for a fchool. No, Sir^ if you are for a 
" genteel eafy profeffiony bind yoorfelf feven years as an 
** apprentice to turn a cutler's wheel ; but avoid a fchoot 
" by any means. Yet come," continued he, *' I fee 
** you are a lad of fpirit and fonie learning, what do you 
^* think of commencing author, like me ? You have read 
'' in books, no doubt, of men of genius ftarving at the 
^* trade : at prefent I'll (hew you forty very doll fellows 
'* about town that live by it in opulence. Alt honefi jog-* 
*' trot men, who go on fmoothly and dully, aitd write 
" hiftory and politicks, and avt praifed : men^ Sir, who, 
** had diey been bred coUcrs, would all their lives have 
'* orly mended (hoesy but never made them." 

' Finding thai diere was no degree of gentiSty affixed 
' to the diarader of an ufher, I refolved to accept hi^ pro- 

* pofal ; and havmg the hi^eft refpe^t for literature^ haU-^ 

* ed the antiqua mater of Ornb-liteet with reverence. I 
'> thought it my glory to porfuc; a track whtcb Diyden and 

* Otway trod before me. I oonfideted the goddefa of ttud 
^ region- as the patent of excellence; and however an in-^ 
' tercounrfe with the worU nrighc give us good^fenfe, the 
' poverty (be gimited I fuppofed to be the nurfe of genius ( 

* Big widk thefc refle6tiona, I fat down, and finding that 

* the beft tfiings remained to be faid on the wrong fide^ i 

* refolved to write a book that ihoidd be wholly n^w. I 
^ therefore d«efi op three paradoxes with fome ingprndty. 

I 
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They were falfe, indeed, but they were new. The 
jewels of truth have been fo often imported by others, 
that nothing was left for me to import but fome fplen- 
did things that at a diftance looked every bit as well^ 
Witnefs, you powers, what fancied importance fate 
perched upon my quill while I was writing. The whole 
learned world, I made no doubt, would rife to oppofe 
my fyilems ; but then I was prepared to oppofe the whole 
learned world. Like the porcupine, I fate felf-colleded, 
with a quill pointed againft every oppofer.' 

* Well faid, my boy,' cried I, ' and what fubjeA did 
you treat upon ? I hope you did not pafs over the im- 
portance of monogamy. But I interrupt, go on; you 
published your paradoxes ; well, and what did the learn- 
ed world fay to your paradoxes ?* 

* Sir,* replied my fon, * the leaijied world faid nothing 
to my paradoxes ; nothing at all. Sir. Every man of 
them was employed in praifing his friends and himfelf, 
or condemning his enemies ; and unfortunately, as I had 
neither, I fufFered the cruelleft mortification, neglofl. 

' As I was meditating one day in a cofFee-houfe on the 
fate of my paradoxes, a little man happening to enter 
the room, placed himfelf in the box before me, and after 
fome preliminary difcourfe, finding me to be a fcholar, 
drew out a bundle of propofals, begging me to fubfcribe 
to a new edition he was going to give the world of Pro* 
pertius, with notes. This demand neceflarily produced 
a reply that \ I had no money ; and that conceilion led 
him to enquire into the nature of my expedfattions. 
Finding that my expedations were juft as grostt as my 
purfe, " Ifee," cried he, ** you are unacquainted with 
the town. I'll teach you a part of it. Look at the(b 
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"propofals; upon thefc very propofals I have fubfiftcd 
** v6ry comfortably for twelve years. The moment a 
*^ nobleman returns from his travels, a Creolian arrives 
'^* from Jamaica, or a dowager from her country-feat, I 
** Alike for a fubfcripdon. I firft befiege their hearts with 
*' flattery, and then pour in my propofals at the breach. 
** If they fubfcribe readily the firft time, I renew my re- 
" queft to beg a dedication fee. If they let me have that, 
** I fmite them once more for engraving Aeir coat df 
" arms at the top. " Thus," continued he, " I live by 
** vanity, and laugh at it. But between ourfelves, I aiti 
** now too well known, I fhould be glad to borrow your 
" face a bit : a nobleman of diftindHon has juft returned 
** from Italy; my face is familiar to his porter ; but if 
," you bring this copy of vcrfes, my life for it you fucceed, 
.** and we divide the fpoil." 

* Blefs us, George,* cried I, ' and is this the employ- 

* ment of poets now! Do men. of their exalted talents 
♦thus ftoop to beggary! Can they fo far difgracc their 
' calling, as to make a vile traffic of praife for bread ?' 

* O no. Sir,' returned he, * a true poet can never be fo 

* bafe ; for wherever there is genius there is pride. The 

* creatures I now defctibc are only beggars in rhyme. 

* The real poet, as he braves every hardfhip for fame, fo 

* he is equally a coward to contempt ; and none but thofe 

* who are unworthy protedion, condefcend to folicit it. 

' Having a mind too proud to ftoop to fuch indignities, 
' and yet a fortune too humble to hazard a fecond attempt 

* for fame, I was now obliged to take a middle courfe, 

* and write for breads But I was unqualified for a pro- 
' feflion where mere induftry alorte was to enfure fuccefs. 

* 1 could not fupprefs my lurking paffion' for applaufe^ but 

I 2 
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' ofually conrumed that time in cfibrts after excellence 
' which takes up but little room, when it fliould have been 

* vnoft advantageoufly employed in the diflfiiiive pro- 

* du6Kont of fruitful mediocrity. My Utde piece would 
' therefore come forth in the midfl of periodical publica- 
' tiona, unnoticed and unknown. The public were more 
' importantly employed than to obferve the eafy fimplicity 
' of my ftylcy or the harmony of my periods. Sheet 
' after iheet was thrown off to oblivion. My efTays were 
' buried among the eifays upon liberty, eaflem tales, and 

* cures for the bite of a mad dog ; while Philautus, Phi- 

* lalethes, Phileliitheros, and Philanthropos, all wrote 
' better, becaufe they wrote fafier than I. 

' Nowy therefore, I began to affociate widi none but 

* difappointed authors, like myielf, who praifed, deplored, 
' and defpifed each other. The fatisfa6tion we found in 
' every celebrated writer's attempts, was inverfely as their 

* merits. I found that no genius in another could pleafe 

* me. My unfortunate paradoxes had entirely dried up 

* the fource of comfort. I could neither read nor write 

* with fatisfa£H(Hi ; for excellence in another was my aver- 
' iion, and writing was my trade. 

' In the midft of thefe gloomy refledtions, as I was oat 

* day fitting on a bench in St. James's Park, a young gen- 

* tleman of diftin£tion, who had been my intimate ac- 

* quaintance at the univerfity, approached me. We fa* 
' luted each other with fome hefitation, he almofl afhamed 

* of being known to one who made fo (habby an appear- 
^ ance, and I afraid of a repulfe. But my fufpicions foon 
' vaniihed ; for Ned Thomhill was at the bottom a very 

good-natured fellow.' 
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* What did you &7, Gcoige V interrupted I. * Thorn- 

> 

hill! was not that his name ? It can certainly be no other 
than my hhdkird.' ' Bkfs me^* cried Mrs« AmM,' 
is Mr. ThornhiU fo near a neighbour of your's I He has 
long been a friend in our familyi and we expeA a vifit 
from him fliortly.' 

* My friend's firft care,' continued my fon, ' was to 
alter my appearance by a very fine fuit of his own 
clothes, and then I was admitted to his table, upon the 
footing of half friend, half underling. My buiinefs was 
to attend him at au6tions, to put him in fpj^its when he 
fat for his pi£hire, to take the left-hand in his chariot 
when not filled by another, and to affifl at tattering a 
kip, as the phrafe was, when we had a mind for a fro- 
lidL. Befides this, I had twenty other little employ- 
ments in the family. I was to <lo many fmall things 
without bidding : to carry the corkfcrew ; to (land god- 
father to all the butler's children ; to fing when I was 
bid ; to be never out of humour ; always to be humble ; 
and, if I could, to be very happy. 

' In this honourable poft, however, I was not without 
a rival. A captain of marines, who was formed for the 
place by nature, oppofed nfie in my patron's afl^dtions. 
His mother had been laundrefs to a man of quality, and 
thus he early acquired a tafle for pimping and pedigree. 
As this gentleman made it the Audy of his life to be ac^ 
quainted with lords, though he was difmifled from fe« 
veral for his flupidity ; yet he found many of them, who 
were as dull as hlmfetf, that permitted his affiduities. 
As flattery was his trade, he pradlifed it with the eaiieft 
addrcA imaginable ; but it came aukward and flifF from 
me ; and as every day my patron's delire of flattery in- 

13 
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creafed, fo every hour, being better acquainted ivith his 
defe^, I became more unnvilling to give it. Thus I 
was once more fairly going to give up the field to the 
captain, when my friend found occafion for my afliflance. 
This was nothing lefs than to fight a duel for him, with 
a gentleman whofe (ifter it was pretended he had ufed ill. 
I readily complied with his requeft ; and though I fee 
you are difpleafed at my condu£t, yet as it was a debt 
indifpeniibly due to friendfhip, I could not refufe. I 
undertook the affair, difarmed my antagonift, and foon 
after had iifp pleafure of finding that the lady was only a 
woman of the town, and the fellow her bully and a 
fharper. This piece of fcrvicc was repaid with the 
warmed profeflions of gratitude ; but as my friend was 
to leave town in a few days, he knew no other method 
of ferving me, but by recommending me to his unde Sir 
William Thomhill, and another nobleman of great dif- 
tin£tion, who enjoyed a poft under the governm^t. 
When he was gone, my firft care was to carry his re- 
commendatory letter to his uncle, a man whofe charadter 
for every virtue was univerfal, yet juft. I was received 
by his fervants with the moft hofpitable fmiles ; for the 
looks of the domeAicks ever tranfmit their matter's bene- 
volence. Being (hewn into a grand apartment, where 
Sir William foon came to me, I delivered my mefTage 
and letter, which he read, and after pauiing fome mi« 
nutes, ** Pray, Sir," cried he, " inform me what you 

* have done for my kinfman, to deferve this warm recom- 
^ mendation i But I fuppofe. Sir, I guefs your merits, 

* you have fought for him ; and fo you would expe6i: a 
reward from me for being the inftrument of his vices. I 
wi(h, fincerely wifh, that my prefent refufal may be 
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ibme puniihment for your guilt ; but flill more, that it 
may be fome inducement to your repentance." The 
feyerity of this rebuke I bore patiently, becaufe I knew 
it was juft. My whole expedations now, therefore, lay 
in my letter to the great man. As the doors of the no- 
bility are almoft ever befet with beggars, all ready to 
thrufi in fome fly petition, I found it no eafy matter to 
gain admittance. However, after bribing the fervants 
with half my worldly fortune, I was at laft fliewn into 
a fpacious apartment, my letter being previoufly fent up 
for his lordfhip's infpedion. During this anxious in- 
terval I had full time to look round me. Every thing 
was grand and of happy contrivance ; the paintings, the 
furniture, the gildings, petrified me with awe, and ratfed 
my idea of the owner. Ah, thought I to myfelf, how 
very great muft the pofleflbr of all thefe things be, who 
carries in his head the buiipefs of the ftate, and whofe 
houfe difplays half the wealth of the kingdom : fure his 
genius muft be unfathomable ! During thefe awful re- 
fle6Uons I heard a ftep come heavily forward. Ah, this' 
is the great man himfelf ! No, it was only a chaipber- 
maid. Another foot was heard foon after. This muft 
be he ! No, it was only the great man's valet de cham- 
bre. At laft his lordfliip adually made his appearance. 
* Are you,'* cried he, " the bearer of this here letter ?" 
I anfwered with a bow. ** I learn by this," continued 
he, as how that—" But juft at that inftant a fervant de- 
livered him a card; and without taking farther notice, 
he went out of the room, and left me to digeft my own 
happinefs at leifure. I faw no more of him, till told 
by a footman that his lordfliip was going to his coach at 
the door. Down I immediately followed, and joined 
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^ njr voice to chat ofdute or four more, whocame^ like 
^ fne, to petition for favours. His lordfliip, hoiwevcr, 

* went too fail for us, and was gaining his chariot door 
' with ]atge ftridcst when I hallooed out to know if I was 
' to have anjr reply. He was by this time got in, and 
^ muttered an anfwer, half of which I only heard, the 
' other half was loft in the rattling qf his chariot wheek. 

* I ftood for fome time with my neck firetched cot, in the 
^ pofture of one that was liftening to catch the gkrious 
' ibundsy till, looking round me, I found myfelf alone at 
^ his lordftiip's gate. 

' My patience,' continued my fon, ' was now quite ex* 
' haufted : ftung with the thoufand indignities I had met 
^ with, I was willing to cafi myfelf away, and only 
' wanted the gulph to receive me. I regarded > myfelf as 
^ one of thofe vile things that nature defigned iliouU be 

* thrown by into her lumber-room, diere to perifli in 

* obfcurity. I had ftill, however, half a guinea left, and 
' of that I thought nature herfelf (hould not deprive me : 
^ but in order to be fare of this, I was refolved to go in- 
' flantly and fpend it while I had it, and then truft to oc* 

< curences for the reft. As I was going along with this 

* refolution, it happened that Mr. Crifpe*s office feemed 

* invitingly open to give me a welcome reception. In 
' this office Mr. Crifpe kindly oiSers all his majefly's 

< fubjeAs a generous promife of 301. a year, for which 
' promife all they give in return is their liberty for life, 

< and permiflion to let him tranfport them to America as 

* flaves. I was happy at finding a place where I could 

* lofe my fears indefperation, and entered this cell, for it had 
' the appearance of one, with the devotion of a monaftic. 
' Here I found a number of poor creatuses, all in cir- 
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cumftances like myfelf^ expe^ing the arrival of Mr. 
Crifpe, prefenting a true epitome of Engliih impatience. 
Each untradlable foul at variance with fortune, wreaked 
her injuries on their own hearts : but Mr. Crifpe at laft 
came down, and all our murmurs were hufhed. He 
deigned to regard me with an air of peculiar approbation, 
and indeed he was the firft man who for a month paft 
talked to me with fmiles. After a few queftlons, he 
found I was fit for every thing in the world. He paufed 
a while upon the propereft means of providing for me, 
and flapping his forehead, as if he had foun<#it, affured 
me, that there was at that time an embzGf talked of 
from the fynod of Penfylvania to the Chicka&w Indians, 
and that he would ufe his intereft to get me made fecre- 
tary. I knew in my own heart that the fellow lyed, and 
yet his promife gave me pleafure, there was fomething 
fo magnificent in the found. I fairly, therefore, divided 
my half guinea, one half of which went to be added to 
his thirty thoufand pounds, and with the other half I 
reiblved to go to the next tavern, to be there more happy 
than he. 

* As I was going out with that refolution, I was Riet 

at the door by the captain of a (hip, with whom I had 

formerly fome little acquaintance, and he agreed to be 

my companion over a bowl of punch. As I never 

chofe to make a fecret of my circumftances, he afTured 

me that I was upon the very point of ruin, in liftening 

to the office-keeper's promifes ; for that he only deligned 

to fell me to the plantations. ** But,'* continued he, 

I £mcy you might, by a much fhorter voyage, be very 

eaiily put into a genteel way of bread. Take'jny advice. 

My (hip fails to-morrow for Amflerdam : what if you 
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'* go in her as a paflcngcr i The moment you land, all you 
" have to do b to teach the Dutchmen EnglUh, and I'll 
*^ warrant you'll get pupils and money enough. I fup- 
** pofe you undcrftand Englifli," added he, *' by this 
*' time, or the deuce is in it." I confidently aflured him 

* of that ; but expreffed a doubt whether the Dutch would 
' be willing to learn Engli(h. He affirmed with an oath 

* that they were fond of it to diftnu^ion ; and upon that 

* affirmation I agreed with his propofal, and embarked the 

* next day to teach the Dutch Englifh in Holland. The 
' wind was fair, our voyage fhort, and after having paid 
' my paifage with half my moveables, I found myfdf, 
' fallen as from the fides, a ftranger in one of the principal 
' ftreets of Amfierdam. In this (ituation I was unwilling 

* to let any time pafs unemployed in teaching. I addref- 
' fed myfelf therefore to two or three of thofe I met, 
' whofe appearance feemed moft' promiling ; but it was im- 
^ poffible to make ourfelves mutually underdood. It was 

* not till this very moment I recolledted, that in order to 
' teach Dutchmen Englifh, it was necelTary that they 

< ihould firfl teach me Dutch. How I came to overlook 

* fo obvious an objection, is to me amazing; but certain 
^ it is I overlooked it. 

* This fcheme thus blown up, I had fome thoughts of 

* fsurly (hipping back to England again ; but happening 

* into company with an Irifli ftudent, who was returning 

* from Louvain, our converfation turned upon topicks of 

* literature (for by the way, it may be obferved, that I 

* always forgot the meannefs of my circumfbnces when I 

< could converfe upon fuch fubjeds;} from him I learned, 

* that there .were not two men in his whole univerfity who 

* underfiood Greek. This amazed me. I infiantly lefolved 
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* to ttavel to Louvain, and there live by teaclung Greek; 

* and in this defign I was heartened by my brother ftudenty 
^ who threw out ibme hints ^at a fortune might be got 

* by it. 

* I fct boldly forward the next morning. Every day 
^ leflened the burden of my moveables, like iEfop and his 
^ bafket of bread ; for I paid them for my lodgings to the 

* Dutch as I travelled on. When I came to Louvain, I 
' Was refolved not to go fneaking to the lower profeiTors, 
' but openly tendered my talents to the principal himfelf. 
' I wenty had admittance, and offered him my fervice as a 
^ mailer of the Greek language, which I had been told 

* was a deiideratum in his univerfity. The principal feem- 
' ed at firft to doubt of my abilities ; but of thefe I ofiered 

* to convince him, by turning a part of any Greek authogr 

* he fliould fix upon into Latin. Finding me pcrfeftly ear- 

* neft in my propofal, he addrefled me thus; " You 
*' fee me, young man, I never learned Greek, and 
•* I don't find that I have ever mifled it. I have 
** had a doftor's cap and gown without Greek ; I have 
** ten thoufand florins a year without Greek ; I eat heartily 
'* without Greek ; and in (hort," continued he, " as I 
'^ don't know Greek, I do not believe there is any good 

** in it." 
' I was now too far from home to think of returning ; fo 

* I refolved to go forward. I had fome knowledge of 

* mufic, with a tolerable voice ; I now turned what was 
' once my amufement into a prefcnt means of fubfiftence. 
' I paffed among the harmlefs peafants of Flanders, and 

* among fuch of the French as were poor enough to be very 

* merry ; for I ever found them fprightly in proportion to their 

* wants^ Whenever I approached a peafant's houfe, to- 
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wards nig)it-faU I played one of the moft merry tunes, 
and that procured me not only a lodging, but fubSftence 
for the next day. I once or twice attempted to play for 
people of fafhion ; but they always thought my perform- 
ance odious, and never rewarded me even with a triile. 
This was to me the more extraordinary, as whenever I 
ufed in better days to play for company, when playing was 
my amufement, my mufic never failed to throw them into 
raptures, and the ladies efpecially ; but as it was now my 
only means, it was received with contempt: a proof how 
ready the world is to under-rate thofe talents by which a 
man is fupported. 

* In this manner, I proceeded to Paris, with no defign 
but juft to look about me, and then to go forward. The 
people of Paris are much fonder of Grangers that have mo- 
ney than of thofe that have wit. As I could not boaftmuch 
of either, I was no great favourite. After walking about 
the town four or five days, and feeing the outiides of the 
beft houfes, I was preparing to leave this retreat of venal 
hofpitality ; when paifing through one of the principal 
ftreets, whom Ihould I meet but our coufin, to whom you 
GtR recommended me ! This meeting was very agreeable 
to me, and I believe not difpleafing to him. He enquired 
into the nature of my journey to Paris, and informed me 
of his own buiinefs there, which was to colledl pictures, 
medals, intaglios, and antiques of all kinds, for a gentle- 
man in London, who had juft ftept into tafte and a laige 
fortune. I was the more furprized at fering our coufin 
pitched upon for this office, as he himfelf liad often af« 
fured me he knew nothing of the matter. Upon aiking 
how he had been taught the art oiconnofcint9 fo very fud- 
denly, he aflured me that nothing was more eafy. The 
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whole fecret confifted in. a ftridl adherenoe to two roles s 
the one always to chfervc^ that the pii^ire might have 
been better if the painter had taken more pains ; and the 
other to praife the works of Pietro Perugino. '' But/' 
fays he^ '^ as I once taught you how to be an author in 
* London^ TU now undertake to inftruA you in the art of 
' pi<£lui'e-buying in Paris/' 
' With this propofal I very readily clofed, as it was liv- 
ing, and now all my ambition was to live. I went there- 
fore to^his lodgings, improved my drefs by his afliOance, 
and after ibme time, accompanied him to auctions of pic- 
tures, where the Englifh gentry were expeiSted to be pur- 
chafers. I was not a little furprized at his intimacy with 
peofde of the beft fafhion, who referred themfelves to his 
judgment, upon every ptdlure or medal, as an unerring 
fiandard of tafte. He made very good ufe of my afliftance 
upon thefe occafions ; for, when aiked his opinion, he would 
gravely take me afide, and afk mine, (hrug, look wife, re- 
turn, and affure the company that he could give no opi- 
nion upon an affair of fo much importance. Yet there 
was fometimes an occafion for a more fupported aflurance. 
I remember to have feen him, after giving his opinion that 
t)}je colouring of a pidure was not mellow enough, very 
deliberately take a brufli with brown vamilh, that was ac- 
cidentally lying by, and rub it over the piece with great 
compofure before all the company, and then a(k if he had 
not improved the tints. 

* When he had finifhed his commiffion in Paris, he left 
me ftron^ recommended to feveral men of diftindion, 
as a perfon very proper for a travelling tutor; and, after 
fome time, I was employed in that capacity by a gentle- 
man who brought his ward to Paris, in order to fet him 
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forward on hb tour through Europe. I was to be the 
young gentleman's governor, but with a promife that he 
(hould always govern htmfelf . My pupil, in fad, underfiood 
the art of guiding in money concerns much better than I. 
He was heir to a fortune of about two hundred thoufand 
pounds, left him by an uncle in the Weft-Indies ; and his 
guardians, to qualify him for the management of it, had 
bound him apprentice to an attorney. Thus avarice was 
his prevailing pafllon : all his quefti<xis on the road were 
— how much money might be faved ; which was the leaft 
expenfive courfe of travel ; whether any thing could be 
bought that would turn to account when difpofed of again 
in London. Such curiofities on the way as could be feen 
for nothing, he was ready enough to look at; but if the 
(ight of them was to be paid for, he ufually afferted that 
he had been told they were not worth feeing. He never 
paid a bill that he would not obferve, how ama^ngly ex- 
penfive travelling was ; and all this though he was not yet 
twenty-one. When arrived at Leghorn, as we took a 
walk to look at the port and (hipping, he enquired the 
expence of the paflage by fea home to England. This, 
he was informed, was but a trifle, compared to his return- 
ing by land : he was therefore Unable to withftand the 
temptation ; fo paying me the fmall part of my falary that 
was due, he took leave, and embaiked, with only one at-* 
tendant, for London. 

* I now therefore was left once more upon the world at 
large ; but then it was a thing I was ufed to. However, 
my fldll in mufick could avail me nothing in a country 
where every peafant was a better mufician than I ; but by 
this time I had acquired another talent, which anfwered 
my purpofe as well, and this was ^ fkill in difputation. 
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In all the foreign univerfities and convents, theit are up- 
on certain days philofophical thefes maintained againft 
every adventitious difputant ; for which, if the champion 
oppofes with any dexterity, he can claim a gratuity in mo- 
ney, a dinner, and a bed for one night. In this manner, 
therefore, I fought my way towards England ; walked 
along from city to city ; examined mankind more nearly ; 
and, if I may fo exprefs it, faw both iides of the pidure. 
My remarks, however, are but few : I found that monar- 
chy was the bed government for the poor to live in, and 
commonwealths for the rich. I found that riches in ge- 
neral were in every country another name for freedom ; 
and that no man is fo fond of liberty himfelf, as not to 
be delirous of fubjedling the will of fome individuals in 
fociety to bis own. 

' Upon my arrival in England, I refolved to pay my 
refpedls firft to you, and then to enlift as a volunteer in 
the iirft expedition that was going forward ; but, on my 
journey down, my refolutions were changed, by meeting 
an old acquaintance, who I found belonged to a compa- 
ny of comedians, that were going to make a fummer 
campaign in the country. The company feemed not 
much to difapprove of me for an aflbciate. They all, how- 
ever, apprized me of the importance of the talk at which 
I aimed; that the public was a many-headed monfter, and 
that only fuch as had very good heads could pleafe it: that 
aAing was not to be learned in a day ; and that without 
fome traditional (hrugs, which had been on the flage, and 
only on the ftage, thefe hundred years, I could never pretend 
to pleafe. The nextdifficulty was in fitting me with parts, 
as almoft every charafter was in keeping. I was driven, 
for fome time, from one charadter to another, till at laft 



128 VICAR OF WAKEFIELD. 

* Homdo was fixed upon, which the prefence of die pfe- 
^ (em company has happily hindered me from ading.' 



CHAP. II. 

THE SHORT CONTINUANCE OF FRIENDSHIP AMONGST 
THE VICIOUS, WHICH IS COEVAL ONIY WITH 
MUTUAL SATISFACTION. 
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. Y fon*8 account was too long to be delivered at cmcc. 
The firft part of it was begun that night, and he was con- 
cluding the reft after dinner the next day, when the appear* 
ance of Mr. ThornhiU's equipage at the door feemed to 
make a pauie in the general fatisfaiflion. The butler, who 
was now become my friend in the family, informed me 
with a whifper, that the fquire had already made fome 
overtures to Mifs Wilmot, and that her aunt and uncle 
feemed highly to approve the match. Upon Mr. Thom- 
hill's entering, he feemed, at feeing my fon and me, to ftait 
back ; but I readily imputed that to furprize, and not dif- 
pleafure. However, upon our advancing to falote him, he 
returned our greeting with the moft apparent candour; and 
after a Ihort rime, his prefence feemed oiJy to increafe the 
general good humour. 

After tea he called me afide, to enquire after my dau^- 
ter ; but, upon my informing him that my enquiry was un- 
fuccefsful, he feemed greatly furprized ; adding, that he 
had been fince frequently at my houfe, in wder to comfort 
the reft of the family, whom he left pcrfe6Uy well. He 
then a(ked if I had communicated her misfortune to Mifs 
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Wilmot, or my fon ; and, upon my replying that I had 
not told them as yet, he greatly approved my prudence 
and precaution, deiiring me by all means to keep it a fe- 
cret : ^ For, at heft,' cried he, * it is but divulging one's 
' own infamy ; and perhaps Mifs Livy may not be fo 
' guilty as we all imagine.' We were here interrupted by 
a fervant, who came to afk the fquire in, to fland up at 
country dances ; fo that he left me quite pleafed with the 
intereft he feemed to take in my concerns. His addreflfes, 
however, to Mifs Wilmot, were too obvious to be mif. 
taken : and yet (he feemed not perfectly pleafed, but bore 
them rather in compliance to the will of her aunt, than 
firom real inclination. I had even the fatisfadtion to fee 
her laviih fome kind looks upon my unfortunate fon, 
which the other could neither extort by his fortune nor a0i- 
duity. Mr. Thomhill's feeming compofure, however, not 
a little furprized me : we had now continued here a week, 
at the prefling inAances of Mr. Arnold ; but each day the 
more tendcmefs Mifs Wilmot (hewed my fon, Mr. Thorn- 
hill's friendfhip feemed proportionably to increafe for him. 
He had formerly made us the moA kind alTurances of 
ufiog his intereft to ftrve the family ; but now his gene- 
rofity was not confined to promifes alone. The morning 
I dedgned for my departure, Mr. Thomhill came to me 
with looks of real pleafure, to inform me of a piece offer- 
vice he had done for his friend George. This was nothing 
iefs than his having procured him an eniign's commiiTion 
in one of the regiments that was going to the Weft Indies, 
for which he had promifed but one hundred pounds, his 
intereft being fufficient to get an abatement of the other 
two.' ^ As for this trifling piece of fervice,' continued the 
young gendeman, ^ I defire no other rew^d but the plea^ 

K 
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' fure of having ferved my friend : and as for the hundred 
^ pounds to* be paid, if you are unable to raife it yourfelves, 

* I will advance it, and you (hall repay me at your leifure.' 
This was a favour we wanted words to exprefs our fenfe 
of: I readily, therefore, gave my bond for the money; 
and teftified as much gratitude as if I never intended to 

pay. 

George was to depart for town the nast day, to fecure 
his commiflion, in purfuance of his generous patron's di- 
re6tions, who judged it highly expedient to nfe difpatch, 
left in the mean time another fhould ftep in witl^ more ad- 
vantageous propofals. The next morning, therefore, our 
young foldier was early prepared for his departure, and 
feemed the only perfon among us that was not afFedied by 
it. Neither the fatigues and dangers he was going to en- 
counter, nor the friends and miftrefs— for Mifs Wilmot 
afiually loved him — he was leaving behind, any way damp- 
ed his fpirits. After he had taken leave of the reft of the 
company, I gave him all that I had, my bjeffing. ' And 

* now, my boy,' cried I, * thou art going to fight for thy 
' country, remember how thy brave grandfather fought for 

* his facred king, when loyalty among Britons was a virtue. 
' Go, my boy ; and imitate him in all but his misfortunes, 
^ if it was a misfortune to die with Lord Falkland. Go, 

* my boy ; and if you fall, though diftant, expofed, and 

* unwept by thofc that love you, the moft precious tears arc 
' thofe with which Heaven bedews the unburied head of a 
^ foldier.' 

The next morning I took leave of the good femily, that 
had been kind enough to entertain me fo long, not with- 
out feveral expreffions of gratitude to Mr. Th(»iihill for 
his late bounty. I left them in the enjoyment of all that 
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happinefs which affluence ai^d good-breeding procure, and 
returned towards home, defpairing of ever finding my 
daughter more, but fending a iigh to Heaven to fpare and 
foigive her. I was now come within about twenty miles 
from home, having hired a horfe to carry me, as I was yet 
but weak, and comforted myfelf with the hopes of foon 
feeing all I held deareft upon earth. But the night coming 
on, I put up at a little publick-houfe by the road-fide, and 
afked for the landlord's company over a pint of wine. We 
fat befide his kitchen-fire, which was the beft room in the 
houfe, and chatted on politicks and the news of the coun-- 
try. We happened, among other topicks, to talk of young 
Squire Thomhill, who the hoft affured me was hated as 
much as his uncle Sir William, who fometimes came down 
to the country, was loved. He went on to obferve, that 
he made it his whole fludy to betray the daughters of fuch 
as received him to their houfes ; and, after a fortnight or 
three weeks pofTeilion, turned them out unrewarded, and 
abandoned to the world. As we continued our difcourfe 
in this manner, his wife, who had been out to get change, 
returned, and perceiving that her hufband was enjoying a 
pleafure in which (he was not a (barer, (he a(ked him, in 
an angry tone, what he did there ; to which he only re- 
plied in an ironical way, by <Irinking her health. * Mr. 

* Symmonds,' cried (he, * you ufc me very ill, and Pll 

* bear it no longer. Here diree parts of the bufinefs is 
' left for me to do, and the fourth left unfini(hed ; while 
^ you do nothing but foak with the guefts all day long ; 

* whereas, if a fpoonful of liquor were to cure me of a fever, 

* I never touch a drop.' I now found what (he would be 
at, and immediately poured out a glafs, which (he received 
with a curtfey, and drinking towards my good health, 

K 2 
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* Sir/ refumcd fhe, ' it is not fo much for the value of the 
' liquor I am angry, but one cannot help it, when the 
' houfe is going out of the windows. If the cufiomers or 

* guefts are to be dunned, all the burden lies upcm my 

* back : he*d as lief eat that glafs as budge after them him- 

* felf. There now above (lairs, we have a young woman, 

* who has come to take up her lodgings here, and I don't 

* believe (he has got any money by her over civility. I 
' am certain (he is very (low of payment, and I wi(h (he 

* were put in mind of it.* * What (ignifies minding her?' 
cried the hoft: * if (he be (low, (he is fure.' * I don't 
' know that,' replied the wife ; * but I know that I am 
' fure (he has been here a fortnight, and we have not yet 

* feen the crofs of her money.' * I fuppofe, my dear,' 
cried he, ' we (hall have it all in a lump.' ' In a lump,' 
cried the other ; * I hope we may get it any way ; and 
' that I am refolved we will this very night, or out (he 
' tramps, bag and baggage.' ' Confider, my dear,' cried 
the hu(band, ' (he is a gentlewoman, and deferves more 

* refped.' * As for the matter of that,* returned the 
hoftefs, ' gentle or (imple, out (he (hall pack with a fuf- 
' farara. Gentry may be good things where they take ; 
' but, for my part, I never faw much good of them at the 

* fign of the Harrow.' Thiis faying, (he ran up a narrow 
flight of (lairs that went from the kitchen to a room over 
head, and I foon perceived by the loudnefs of her voice, 
and the bittemels of her reproaches, that no money was 
to be had from her lodger. I could hear the renoon- 
(trances very diftin6Hy — * Out, I fay ; pack out this mo- 

* ment ! Tramp, thou infamous (trumpet, or I'll give thee 

* a mark thou won't be the better for thefe three months, 
' What ! you trumpery, to come and take up an honeft 
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' houfe, without crofs or coin to blefs yourfelf with : come 

* alongy I fay.' * O, dear. Madam,' cried the firanger, 
' pity me, pity a poor abandoned creature for one night, 

* and Death will foon do the reft.' I inftantly knew the 
voice of my poor ruined child Olivia. I flew to her ref- 
cue, while the woman was dragging her along by her hair, 
and I caught the dear forlorn wretch in my arms. * Wel- 

* come, any way welcome, my deareft loft one, my trea- 

* fure, to your poor old father's bofom. Though the 

* vicious forfake thee, there is yet one in the world that 

* will never forfake thee : though thou haft ten thoufand 

* crimes to anfwer for, he will forget them all.' * O my 

* own dear — * for minutes (he could fay no more, * my 
' own deareft, good papa ! Could angels be kinder ! How 
' do I deferve fo much ! The villain, I hate him and my- 
' felf to be a reproach to fo much goodnefs. You can't 

* forgive me. I know you cannot.' * Yes, my child, 

* from my heart I do forgive thee ! Only repent, and we 
' both ihall yet be happy. We fhall fee many pleafant 

* days yet, my Olivia.' * Ah ! never. Sir, never. The 

* reft of my wretched life muft be infamy abroad, and 
^ fhame at home. But, alas ! papa, you look much paler 
^ than you ufed to do. Could fuch a thing as I am give 
^ you fo much uneaiinefs ! Sure you have too much wif- 
^ dom to take the miferies of my guilt upon yourfelf.' 

* Our wifdom, young woman,' replied I. * Ah, why fo 

* cold a name, papa?' cried Ihe. * This is the firft time 

* you ever called me by fo cold a name.' * I aflc pardon, 

* my darling,' returned 1 ; * but I was going to obferve, 

* that wifdom makes but a flow defence againft trouble, 

* though at laft a fure one.' 

K3 
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The landlady now returned to know if we did not ditife 
a more genteel apartment ; to which aflenting, we were 
(hewn a room where we could converfe more freely. After 
we had talked ourfelves into fomc degree of tranquillity, I 
could not avoid defiring fome account of the gradations that 
led to her prefent wretched iituation. ' That villain. Sir/ 
faid (he, ^ from the firft day of our meeting, made me ho- 
' nourable, though private, propofals.' 

' Villain indeed !' cried I ; * 2nd yet it in fome meafure 
' furprizes me, how a perfon of Mr. Burchell's good fenfe 
' and feeming honour could be guilty of fuch deliberate 
' bafenefs, and thus ftep into a family to undo it/ 

^ My dear papa,' returned my daughter, ' you labour 
' under a (Irange miftake. Mr. Burchell never attempted 
' to deceive me. Inftead of that, he took every opportu-* 

* nity of privately admonifhing me againfl the airtifices of 
^ Mr. Thomhill, who I now find was even worfe than he 

* reprefented him.' * Mr. Thomhill!' interrupted I^ 

* can it be?' * Yes, Sir,' returned fhe, * it was Mr. 

* Thomhill who feduced me ; who employed tne two 

* ladies, as he called them, but who in fai6t were abandon- 

* ed women of the town, without breeding or pity, to dc- 

* coy us up to London. Their artifices, you may remem- 

* ber, would have certainly fucceeded but for Mr-' Bur- 

* chell's letter, who dire6ted thofc reproaches at them, 
' which we all applied to ourfelves. How he came to have 

* fo much influence as to defeat their intenticms, fUU re* 

* mains a fecret to me ; but I am convinced he was ever 

* our warmeft, fincereft friend.' 

* You amaze me, my dear,' cried I ; * but now I find 

* my firft fufpicions of Mr. Thomhill's bafenefs were too 
' well grounded : but he can triumph in fecurity ; for he 
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is richy and we are poor. But tell me, my child ; fure 
it was no imall temptation that could thus obliterate all 
the impreffions of fuch an education, and fo virtuous a 
difpoiition as thine?' 

* Indeed, Sir,* replied fhe, * he owes all his triumph to 
the defire I had of making him, and not myfelf, happy. 
I knew that the ceremony of our marriage, which was 
privately performed by a popiih priefl, was no way bind-' 
ing, and that I had nothing to truft to but his honour.' 
What,* interrupted I, * and were you indeed married by 
a prieft in orders?* — * Indeed, Sir, we were,' replied flie, 
though we were both fworn to conceal his name.' * Why, 
then, my child, come to my arms again, and now you 
are a thoufand times more welcome than before ; for you 
are now his wife to all intents and purpofes ; nor can all 
the laws of man, though written upon tables/ of adamant, 
leflen the fource of that facred connexion . * 

* Alas ! papa,' replied (he, * you are but little acquaint^ 
ed with his villainies: he has been married already, by 
the fame prieft, to fix or eight wives more, whom, like 
me, he has deceived and abandoned.' 

* Has he fo ?' cried I ; * then we muft hang the prieft, 
and you ftiall inform againft him to-morrow.' ' But, 
Sir,' returned ftie, * will that be right, when I am fworn 
to fecrefy!* * My dear,' I replied, * if you have made 
fuch a promifc, I cannpt, nor will I tempt you to break 
it. Even though it may benefit the public, you muft not 
inform againft him. In all human inftitutions, a fmaller 
evil is allowed to procure a greater good ; as, in politicks, 
a province may be given away to fecure a kingdom ; ii) 
medicine, a limb may be lopt off to preferve the body. 
But in religion, the law is written, and inflexibly, nrofr 
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to do evil. And this law, my child, is right ; for other- 
wife, if we commit a fmaller evil, to procure a greater 
good, certain guilt would be thus incurred, in expedition 
of contingent advantage. And though the advantage 
(hould certainly follow, yet the interval between com- 
miflion and advantage, which is allowed to be guilty, 
may be that in which we are called away to anfwer for 
the things we have done, and the volume of human 
adions is clofed for ever. But I interrupt you, my 
dear: goon.' 

^ The very next morning,' continued (he, ' I found 
what little expedation I was to have from his fincerity. 
That very morning he introduced me to two unhappy 
women more, whom, like me, he had deceived, but who 
lived in contented proiUtution. I loved him too tenderly 
to bear fuch rivals in his aflcAions, and ftrove to foiget 
my infamy in a tumult of pleafures. With this view, 
I danced, drefled, and talked; but ftill was unhappy. 
The gentlemen who vifited there told me every moment 
of the power of my charms, and this only contributed to 
increafe niy melancholy, as I had thrown all their power 
quite away. Thus each day I grew more penfive, and 
he more infolent, till at lad the monfter had the aflurance 
to oiFer me to a young baronet of his acquaintance. 
Need I deicribe. Sir, how his ingratitude ftung me? 
My anfwer to this prc^fal was alnioft madnefs. I de- 
fired to part. As I was going, he ofiered me a purfe ; 
but I flung it at him with indignation, and burft from 
him in a rage, that for a while kept me infenfiUe of the 
miferies of my fituation. But I foon looked round me, 
and faw myfelf a vile, sd)je£t, guilty thing, without one 
friend in the worid to apply to. Joft in that interval, a 
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^ fiage-coach happening to pafs by, I took a place, it being 
' my only aim to be driven at a diftance from a wretch I 
' defpifed and detefted. I was fet down here ; where, 
^ iince my arrival, my own anxiet}% and this woman's un- 
^ kindhefs, have been my only companions* The hours 
^ of pleafure that I have pafTed with my mamma and 

* fifter, now grow painful to me. Their forrows are much ; 
^ but mine are greater than theirs, for mine are mixed 

* with guilt and infamy.' 

* Have patience, my child,' cried I, * and I hope things 

* will yet be better. Take fome repofe to-night, and to- 

* morrow I'll carry you home to your mother and the reft 

* of the family, from whom you will receive a kind recep- 
' tion. Poor woman! this has gone to her heart: but 

* Ihe loves you ftill, Olivia, and will forget it.' 



CHAP. III. 

OFFENCES ARE EASILY PARDONED WH£RE THERE IS 

LOVE AT BOTTOM. 

Jl he next morning I took my daughter behind me, 
and fet out on my return home. As we travelled alongi 
I ftrove, by every perfuafion, to calm her forrows and 
fears, and to arm her with refolution to bear the prefence 
of her offended mother. I took every opportunity, from 
the profped of a fine country, through which we paiTed, 
to obferve how much kinder Heaven was to us, than we 
to each other ; and that the misfortunes of nature's mak- 
ing were but very few. I aiTured her, that fhe (houU 
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nevei* perceive any change in my afFedtions^ and that dur-» 
ing my lifc» which yet might be long, (he might depend 
upon a guardian and an inftru6lor. I armed her againft 
the cenfures of the world , (hewed her that books were 
fwcet unrcproaching companions to the miferable, and 
that if they could not bring us to enjoy life, they would at 
lead teach us to endure it. 

The hired horfe that we rode was to be put up that 
night at an inn by the way, within about five miles from 
my houfe ; and as I was willing to prepare my family for 
my daughter's reception, I determined to leave her that 
night at the inn, and to return for her, accompanied by 
my daughter Sophia, early the next morning. It was 
night before we reached our appointed ftage: however, 
after feeing her provided with a decent apartment, and 
having ordered the hoflefs to prepare propter refre(hments, 
I kifled her, and proceeded towards home. And now 
my heart caught new fenfations of pleafure, the nearer I 
approached that peaceful manfion. As a bird that had 
been frighted from it's neft, my affedions out-went my 
hafte, and hovered round my little fire-fide, with all the 
rapture of expedtation. I called up the many fond things 
I had to fay, and anticipated the welcome I was to receive* 
I already felt my wife's tender embrace, and fmiled at 
die joy of my little ones. As I walked but flowly, the 
night wained apace. The labourers of the day were, all 
retired to reft ; the lights were out in every cottage ; no 
founds were heard but of the fhrilling cock, and the deep« 
mouthed watch*dog, at hollow diftance. I approadied 
my abode of pleafure, and before I was within a furlong 
of the place, our honeft maftifF came running to wel- 
come me. 
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It was now near midnight that I came to knock at my 
door : all was ftill and filent ; my heart dilated with un- 
utterable happinefs ; when, to my amazement, I faw the 
houfe burfting out in a blaze of fire, and every aperture 
red with conflagration ! I gave a loud convulfive out-cry^ 
and fell upon the pavement infenfible. This alarmed my 
fon, who had till this been afleep, and he perceiving the 
flames, infhmtly waked my wife and daughter, and all 
running out, naked, and wild with apprehenfion, recalled 
me to life with their anguifli. But it was only to objeds 
of new terror ; for the flames had by this time caught the 
roof of our dwelling, part after part continuing to fall in, 
while the family Itood with filent agony, looking on, as if 
they enjoyed the blaze. I gazed upon them and upon it 
by turns, and then looked round me for my two little 
ones; butthey werenot tobefeen* Omifery! * Where,' 
cried I, * where are my little ones?* * They are burnt 

* to death in the flames,' fays my wife calpnly, * and I will 
' die with them.' That moment I heard the cry of the 
babes within, who were jufl awaked by the fire, and no- 
thing could have flopped me. * Where, where are my 
'children?' cried I, rufhing through the flames, and 
burfling the door of the chamber in which they were con- 
fined. ' Where are my little ones V * Here, dear papa ; 

* here we are!* cried they together, while the flames were 
jufl catching the bed were they lay. I caught them both 
in my arms, and fnatched them through the fire as fall as 
poflible, while jufl as I was^got out, the roof funk in* 

* Now,' cried I, holding up my children, * now let the 
^ flames bum on, and all my pofTefTions perifh. Here 

* they are, I have faved my treafure. Here, my dearefl^ 

* here arc our treafurcs, and we (hall yet be happy* We 
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kifTed our little darlingg a thoufand times, they dafped us 
round the neck, and feemed to (hare our tranfports, while 
their mother laughed and wept by. turns. 

I now ftood a calm fpedator of the flames, and after 
fome time began to perceive that my arm to the (houlder 
was fcorched in a terrible manner* It was therefore out 
of my power to give my fon any afliftance, either in at- 
tempting to fa ve our goods, or preventing the flames Spread- 
ing to our corn. By this time, the neighbours were alarm- 
ed, and came running to our afliftance ; but all they could 
do was to (land, like us, fpedators of the calamity. My 
goods, among which were the notes I had referved for 
my daughters fortunes, were entirely confumed, except a 
box, with fome papers, that flood in the kitchen, and two 
or three things more of little confequence, which my fon 
brought away in the beginning. The neighbours con- 
tributed, however, what they could to lighten our diflorefs. 
They brought us clothes, and furni(hed one of our out- 
houfes with kitchen utenflls ; fo that by day-light we had 
another, though a wretched dwelling, to retire to. My 
honefl next neighbour, and his children, were riot the leaft 
aifiduous in providing us with every thing nece(rary, and , 
oflfering whatever confolation untutored benevolence could 
fuggeft. 

When the fears of my family had fubfided, curiofity to 
,know the caufe of my long flay began to take place ; hav- 
ing therefore informed them of every particular, I pro- 
ceeded to prepare them for the reception of our loft one ; 
and though we had nothing but wretchednefs now to Iqi* 
part, I was willing to procure her a welcome to what we 
had. This ta(k would have been more diflicult but for 
our recent calamity, which had humbled my wife's pride^ 
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and blunted it by jnore poignant af&i6tions. Being un^- 
able to go for my poor child myfelf, as my arm grew very 
painful, I fent my fon and daughter, who foon returned, 
fupporting the wretched delfnquent, who had not the cou- 
rage to look up at her mother, whom no inftrudlions of 
mine could perfuade to a perfeft reconciliation ; for women 
have a much ftronger fenfe of female error than men. 
' Ah, Madam,' cried her mother, ^ this is but a pkx)r place 

* you are come to after fo much finery. My daughter So- 
' phy and I can afford but little entertainment to perfons 

* who have kept company only with people of difiindUon. 

* Yes, Mifs Livy, your poor father and I have fufiered 

* very much of late ; but I hope Heaven will forgive you.* 
During this reception, the unhappy vidlim ftood pale and 
trembling, unable to weep or to reply ; but I could not 
continue a filent fpedtator of her diftrefs ; wherefore, aifum* 
ing a degree of feverity in my voice and manner, which 
was ever followed with inAant fubmiffion— * I entreat, wo- 
^ man, that my words may be now marked once for all : 

* I have here brought you back a poor deluded wanderer; 

* her return to duty demands the revival of our tendernefa. 
' The real hardships of life are now coming faft upon us ; 

* let us not therefore increafe them by difiention among 

* each other. If we live harmoniouily together, we may 

* yet be contented, as there are enough of us to (hut out 

* the cenfuring world, and keep each other in countenance. 

* The kindnefs of Heaven is promifed to the penitent, and 

* let ours be direfted by the example. Heaven, we are 

* affured, is much more pleafed to view a repentant finner, 

* than ninety-nine perfons who have fupported a courfe of 

* undeviating reditude. And this is right : for that fingle 

* effort by which we flop (hort in the down-hill path to 
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' perdition, is itfelf a greater exerti^ of virtue than an 
• hundred afts of juftice.' 



CHAP. IV. 

NONE BUT THE GUILTY CAN BE LONG AND COM- 
PLETELY MISERABLE. 



s 



OME afliduity was now required to make our prtfent 
abode as convenient as pollibie, and we were foon again 
qualified to enjoy our former ferenity. Being difabled my- 
felf from affifting my fon in our ufual occupations, I read 
to my family fix)m the few books that were faved, and par- 
ticularly from fuch as, by amuiing the imagination, con- 
tributed to eafe the heart. Our good neighbours too came 
every day with the kindeft condolence, and fixed a time in 
which they were all to aflift at repairing my former dwel- 
ling. Honeft Farmer Williams was not lafl among thefe 
vifitors; but heartily offered his friendfhip. He would 
even have renewed his addreffes to my daughter ; but (he 
reje<Sled them in fuch a manner as totally repreft his future 
folicitations. Her grief feemed formed for continuing, and 
(he was the only perfon of our little fociety that a week did 
not reftore to chearfulnefs. She now lofl that unblufhing 
innocence which once taught her to refpedt herfelf, and to 
feek pleafure by pleafing. Anxiety had now taken ftrong 
pofTefTion of her mind, her beauty began to be impaired 
with her conftitution, and negled flill more contributed to 
diminifli it. Every tender epithet beftowed on her lifter 
brought a pang to her heart and a tear to her eye ; and as 
one vice, though cured, ever plants others where it has 
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been, fo her former guilt, though driven out by repentance, 
left jealoufy and envy behind. I drove a thoufand ways to 
lefien her care, and even foigot n)y own pain in a con- 
cern for her's, coUe3ing fuch amufing paiTages of hiftory, 
as a ifa'ong memory and fome reading could fuggeft. ^ Our 
happinefs, my dear,* I would fay,* is in the power of One 
who can bring it about a thoufand iunforefeen ways, that 
mock our forefight. If example be neccffary to prove 
this, ru give youaflory, niy child, told us byagrave, 
though fometimes a romancing hidorian. 

* Matilda was married very young to a Neapolitan no- 
bleman of the firft quality, and found herfelf a widow and 
a mother at the age of fifteen. As (he ftood one day 
careffing her infant fon in the open window of^ an apart- 
ment, which hung over the river Volturna, the child, 
with a fudden fpring, leaped from her arms into the flood 
below, and difappeared in a moment. The mother, 
ftruck with inflant furprize, and making an effort to fave 
him, plunged in after ; but, far from being able to afflft 
the infant, (he herfelf with great difHculty efcaped to the 
oppolite Ihore, juft when fome French foldiers were plun- 
dering the country on that fide, who immediately made 
her their prifoner. 

* As the war was then carried on between the French 
and Italians with the utmbft inhumanity, they were going 
at once to perpetrate thofe two extremes, fuggeAed by ap- 
petite and cruelty. This bafe refolution, however, was 
oppofed by a young officer, who, though his retreat re- 
quired the utmoft fsxpedition, placed her behind him, 
and brought her in fafety to his native city. Her beauty 
at firft caught his eye, her merit foon after his hearts 
They were married ; he rofe to the higheft pods ; they 
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lived long togedier, and were happy. But the felicity df 
a foldier can never be called permanent : after an inter- 
val of feveral years, the troops which he commanded 
having met with a repulfe, he was obliged to take (helter 
in the city where he had lived with his wife. Here they 
fuffered a fiege, and the city at length was taken* Few 
hiftories can produce more various inftances of cruelty, 
than thofe which the French and Italians at that time 
exercifed upon each other. It was refolved by the vi6lor$, 
upon this occafion, to put all the French prifoners to 
death ; but particularly the hufband of the unfortunate 
Matilda, as he was principally inftrumental in pro- 
traAing the fiege. Their determinations were, in ge- 
neral, executed almoft as foon as refolved upon. The 
captive foldier was led forth, and the executioner, with 
his fword, ftood ready, while the fpedlators in gloomy 
filence awaited the fatal blow, which was only fufpended 
till the general who prefided as judge, fiiould give the 
(ignal. It was in this interval of anguifh and expectation, 
that Matilda came to take her laft farewel of her huiband 
and deliverer, deploring her wretched (ituation, and the 
cruelty of fate, that had faved her from perifhing by a 
premature death in the river Voltuma, to be the fpedator 
of ftill greater calamities. The general, who was a young 
man, Was ftruck with iurprize at her beauty, and pity 
at her di(h:efs ; but with ftill ftronger emotions when he 
heard her mention her former dangers. He was her fon, 
the infant for whom (he had encoulitered fo much danger, 
acknowledged her at once as his mother, and fell at her 
feet. The reft may be eafily fuppofed : the captive was 
fet free, and all the happinefs that love, friendfhip, and 
duty, could confer on earth, were imited.' 
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In Hiis manner I would attempt to amufe ihy dailghttt ; 
but (he liftened with divided attention ; for her own mis- 
fortunes engrofled all the pity fhe once had for thofe of 
anothier, and nothing gave her eafe. In company fhe 
dreaded contempt ; and in folitude (he only found anxiety. 
Such was tht colour of htr wrctchednefs, When we re- 
ceived certain information^ that Mr. Thbrrihill was gdng 
to be niarried to Mifs Wilmot^ for whom I always fuf«- 
pedled he had a real paffion, though he took every oppor^ 
tunity before itie to exprefs his contempt both of her perfon 
and fortune. This news ferved only to increafe poor Oli^ 
yia'd ^icSiion ; for fuch a flagrant breach of fidelity was 
more than her courage could fupport. I ^s refolved^ 
however, to get more certain information , and to defeat> 
if pofTible, the completion of his defigns, by fending my 
foii to old Wilmot's, with inftru<5tions to know the truth 
of the report^ and to deliver Mifs Wilmot a letter, inti^ 
mating Mr. Thornhiiris conducSl in my family. My fon 
iventy in purfuance of my diredions^ and in three days re- 
turned^ affuring us of the truth of the account, but that he 
had found it impofTible to deliver the letter, which he was 
therefore obliged to leave, as Mr. Thomhill and Mifs 
Wilmot were vifiting round the country. They were to 
be married, he faid^ in a few days, having appeared to- 
gether at chureh the Sunday before he was there, in great 
fplendour, the bride attended by fix young ladies, and he by 
as many gentleineri. Their approaching nuptials filled the 
whole country, with rejoicing, and they ufually rode out 
together ia the grandeft equipage that had been, in the coun- 
try for many years. All the friends of both fannilies, he 
faid^ were there, particularly the fquire's uncle. Sir Wil-* 
liam, who bore fo good a charadler. He added, that no* 
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thing but tnirdi and feafting were going forward ; that all 
the country praifcd the young bride's beauty, and the bride* 
grgom's fine perfon, and that they were immenfely fond of 
each other ; concluding, that he could not help dunking 
Mr. Thomhill one of the moft happy men in the world. 

^ Why, let him if he can/ returned I : * but, tny fon, 
^ obferve this bed of firaw, and unflieltering roof ; thofe 
' mouldering walls, and humid floor ; my wretched body 
^ thus difabkd by fire, and my children weeping round me 

* for bread : you have come home, my child, to all this ; 

* yet here, even here, you fee a man that would not for a 

* thoufand worlds exchange fituations. O, my children, 

* if you could but learn to commune with your own hearts, 
^ and know what noble company you can make them, you 
' would little regard the elegance andfplendourof the*worth- 
^ lefs. Almoft all men have been taught to call life a 

* paifage, and themfelves the travellers. The fimilitude 

* flill may be improved, when we obferve that the good 
^ are joyful and ferene, like travellers that are going to^ 

* wards home ; the wicked but by intervals happy, like 
^ travellers that are going into exile.' 

My companion for my poor daughter, overpowered by 
Ais new difafter, interrupted what I had farther to ob- 
ferve. I bade her mother fupport her, and after a (hart 
time (he recovered. She appeared from that time more 
calm, and I imagined had gained a new degree of refolu* 
tion : but appearances deceived me ; for her tranquilli^ 
was the languor of overwrought refoitment. A (upfij of 
provifions, charitably fent us by my kind par^ionenj 
feemed to difFufe new chearfulnefs among the reft of my 
family, nor was I difpleafed at feeing th^m once more 
fpri^tly and at eafe. It would have been unjuft to damp 
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their fatisfadHons, merely to conidple with refoUite flidlan'> 
choly, or to burden them with a fidmfa they did itbt feel. 
Thus, once more^ theta}erwe|it<ioiHMl>xatid tb^ foffg was 
demanded, and chearfi^lAe(s condeteitded to hi)V^ h>und 
our little habitation* 



: CHAP. y. 

( • • • , 

. FRISH CAtAUnit^* 

' ■ ^ 

X H £ next; morning th^e ful^ aroTe with peculiar warmth 
f((Mr the feafoaj .f<^ that we agreed lobieak&ft together 6n 
the hori^-fucklfi h^tik t whet^j ivhile we fat, my ybungeft 
dai^ghter, %t my rpqueft, joined her voke to the concert 
on the fre^ 'ajjo^t us. It was in this place roy pborOltvik 
£iA met her (educer, and every ot>jc<^ ferved to rceal her 
iadnefr. But that melancholy » which is excited by objcdh 
of pleafurc, or ijii^ired by founds of harmony, fbothea thfc 
heart inftead pf corroding it. Her mother, too, \xjpoti this 
pccafion, felt a pleafing d!ftref», and wept, and toved her 
daughter as before. * Do, my pretty Ofivia,' cried fhe, 
* let us have that little nuelanidholy air your paq^ni waa fb 
/ ff^nd ctf; ypu^ fifter Sophy h«s steady obliged ijr. Do, 
< child, it will pkafe your old father.' She cqoqilicd &i 
a marnier fi> exqi^iikeiy pathetic^ ^as moved me. 

- . - I 

WHEN lovely woman ftoop* toJtiUy, 

And fifida too late that mm betray. 
What charm can foothe her mekhcboly. 

What m can ^aih her guilt away ? 

L a 
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The only art her guilt to cover, 

To hide her ihame from every eye. 
To give repentance to her lover, 

And wring his bofom-^is to die* 

As (he was concluding the laft ftanza, to which an in* 
temiption in her voice from forrow gave peculiar foftnefs, 
the appearance of Mf . Thomhill's Equipage at a diAance 
alarmed us all, but particularly increafed the uneaiinefs of 
my eldeft daughter, Who, de(koUs of Ihurtning her betrayer, 
returned to the houfe with her (ifter. In a few minutes 
he was alighted from his chariot, and making up to the 
place where I was Aill fitting, enquired after my health 
Jwith his ufual air of familiarity. ♦ Sir,' replied I, * your 
' prefent aflfurance only f<^ves to aggravate the bafenefs of 

* your chara($ler ; and there was a time when I woOld 
f have chafiifed your infolence, fot prefuming thus to ap^ 
' pear before me. But now you are fafe ; ft>r sigc has 
*' cooled my paflions, and my calling reftraini theiti.' 

* I vow, my dear Sir,' returned he,- * I aih amazed at 
.^ all this; nor can I understand what:it iijsansi I h<^ 
/ you don't dunk your daughter's latd d3scur(i<»ti with me' 
^ had any thing criminal in it/ 

* Go,' cried I, * thou att a \<^ret<!h, a poor pitiful 

* wretch, and eveiy way a liar ; but your'mea;nn^fs fecures 
' you from, my anger I Yet, Sir, I am defcended from a 
'family that would not have borne this ! And fo, thou 
' vile thing, to gratify a momentary padion, thou haft made 
' one poor creature wretched for life, and polluted a fa- 
' mily that had nothing but honour for their portion.^ 

* If (he or you,' retomed he, * are refolved to be- mifera* 
' ble, I cannot help it. But you mdy ftill be happy ; and 
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f whatevicr opinioh you may have formed of me, you (hall 
f ever find me ready to contribute to it. We can marry 

* her to another in a fliort time; and what is more, fhe 

* may keep her lover befide ; for I proteft I ftiall ever con- 
' tinue to have a true regard for her.' 

I found all my paffions alarmed at this new degrading 
propofal ; for thqugh the mind may often be calm under 
great injuries, little villainy can at any time get within the 
ibbl, and fting it into rage. ^ Avoid my light, thou rep- 
tile,' cried I, ^ nor oontinueto infult me with thy prefeoce. 
Were my brave fon at home, he would not fiiffer this ; 
but I am old and difabled, and every way undone.' 

* I find,' cried he, * you are bent upon obliging me to 
talk in a hariher manner than I intended. But as I 
have.ihewn you what may be hoped from my friendftiip, 
it may not be improper to reprefent what may be the 
confequences of my refentment. My attorney, to whom 
your late bond has been transferred, threatens hard, nor 
do I know how to prevent the courfe of juflice, except by 
paying the money myfelf, which, as I have been at fome 
expences lately, previous to niy intended marriage, is not 
fo eafy tp be done. And then my Aeward talks of driv- 
ing for the rent : it is certain he knows his duty ; for I 
never trouble myfelf with affairs of that nature. Yet 
ftill I could wifh to fervc you, and even to have you and 
your daughter prefent at my marriage, which is fhortly 
to be folemnized with Mifs Wilmot : it is even the re- 
queft of my charming Arabella herfelf, whom I hope you 
will not refufe.' 

* Mr. Thornhill,' replied I, ^ hear me once for all : a^ 
to. your marriage with any but my daughter, that I never 
will confent to ; and though your friendfliip could raife 

L3 
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* me to adirone, oryonr idencment fink me to the gnve, 

* yet would I deipife both* Thou haft once woefoUy; 
' irreparably^ deceived me. I repofed my heart upon thine 
^honour, and have found its bafenefs. Never more; 
' therefore, exped friendihip from me. Go, and pofliefs 
' what fortune has given thee, beauty, riches, health, and 

* pleafure. Go, and leave me to want, infamy, difeafe, 
< and forrow. Yet humbled as I am, (hall my heart ftill 
' vindicate its dignity, and thou^ thou haft my foigive* 
' ne(s, diou (halt ever have my contempt.' 

' If fo,' returned he, ^ depend upon it you (hall feel the 
' efie^s of this infolence, and we AaU ihortly fee which is 
' the fkteft dbjoft of fcom, you or me.' Upon which he 
4q>arted abruptly. 

My wife and fon, who were prefent at this interview; 
feemed terrified with die apprehenfion. My (huighters 
alfo, finding that he was gone, came out to be infermed of 
the refult of our conference ; which, Mdien known, alarmed 
^m not lefsdian the reft. But as to myielf, I difeegarded 
the utmoft ftretch of his malevolence : he had already flruck 
the blow, and now I ftood prepared to repel every new ef« 
^ fort. Like one of thofe inftruments uied in the art of war; 
which, however thrown, ftill prefcnts appoint to reodve 
the enemy. 

We foon, however, found that he had not threatened 
in vain ; for the very next morning his fteward came to 
demand my annual rent, which, by the train of accidents 
already related, I was unable to pay. The conCeipience of 
my incapacity was his driving my cattle that evening, and 
their being appraifed and fold the next day for left than 
half their value. My wife and children now thcrrfore in- 
troted me to comply v^n any terms,, rather than ineut 
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certain deflrudion. They even begged of ihe to admit his 
vtfits once more, and ufed all their little eloquence to paint 
the calamities I was going to endure : the terrors of a 
prifon in fo rigorous a feafon as the prefent, with the dan- 
ger that threatened my health from the late Occident th^t 
happened by the fire. But I continued inflexible. 

* Why, my treafures/ cried I, * why will you thus at- 
' tempt to perfuade me to the thing that is not right ! My 
' duty has taught me to foi^ve him ; but my confcience 
' will not permit me to approve. Would you have me 
' applaud to the w(»'ld what my heart muftintemally con* 
' demn ? Would you have me tamely fit down and flatter 
' our infamous betrayer ; and, to avoid a prifon, conti-i^ 
' nually fuffer the more galling bonds of mental confine* 
^ ment ! Mo^ never. If we are to be taken from thi$ 
^ abode, only let us hold to the right, and wherever we 
^ are thrown, we can Aill retire to a charming apartment, 
^ when we can look round our own hearts with intrepidity 
' and with pleafure !' 

In this manner we fpent that evening. Early the next 
morning, as the fnow had fallen in great abundance in 
the night, my fon waft employed in clearing it away, 
and opening a pafiTage before the door. He had not 
been thus engaged long, when he came running in, 
with looks all pale, to tell us that two Grangers, whom 
he knew to be officers of juftice, were making towards the 
houfe. 

Juft as he fpoke, they came in, and approaching the bed 
where I lay, after previoufly informing me of their em- 
ployment and bufinefs, made me their prifoner, bidding 
me prepare to go with them to the county gaol, which was 
eleven miles off. 

. L4 



iSa VICAR OF WAKEFIELD- 

^ My friends/ faid I, ' this is fevere weather in which 
^ you have come to take me to a prifon ; and it is particu* 
^ larly unfortunate at this time, sis one of my arms has 
^ lately been burnt in a terrible manner, and it has thrown 
f me into a (light fever, and I want clothes to cover me, 
' and I am now too weak and old to walk far m fuch deep 
^ fnow : but if it muft be fo— ' 

I then turned to my wife and children, and dire£(ed them 
to get together what few things were left us, and to pre- 
pare immediately for leaving this place. I intreated them 
to be expeditious : and defired my fon to aflift his eldeft 
fifter ; who, from a confcioufnefs that (he was the caufe of 
all our calamities, was fallen, and had loft anguifh in in- 
fenfibility* I encouraged my wife, who, pale and^b'em- 
bling, clafped our afirighted little ones in her arms, that 
clung to her bofom in filence, dreading to look round at 
the ftrangers. In the mean time jany youngeft daughter 
prepared for our departure, and as (he received feveral 
hints to ufe difpatch, in about an hour we were ready t<k 
depart. 

e H A P. VL 

NO SITUATION, HOWEVER WRETCHED IT SEEMS, BUT 
HAS SOME SORT OF COMFORT ATTENDING IT. 

VV E fet forward from this peaceful neighbourhopd, 
and walked on (lowly. My eldeft dau^ter, being enfeebled 
by a (low fever, which had begun for fome days to under- 
mine her conftitution, one of the officers, who had an 
|iorfe, kindly took her behind, him; for even thefe men 



VICAR OF WAKEFIELD. 153 

(sannot entirely diveft themfelves of humanity. My fon 
led one of the little ones by the hand, and my wife the 
other ; while I leaned upon my youngeft girl, whofe te;irs 
fell not for her own but my diftreffes. 

We were now got from my late dwelling about two 
milesy when we faw a crowd running and ihouting behind 
us^ confifting of about fifty of my pooreft parifhioners. 
Thefe, with dreadful imprecations, foon feized upon the 
two officers of juftice, and fwearing they would never fee 
their minifter go to a gaol while they had a drop of blood 
to (hed in his defence, were going to ufe them with great 
feverity. The confequences might have been fatal, had I 
not immediately interpofed, and with fome difficulty re* 
fcued thetofficers from the hands of the enraged multitude. 
My children, who looked upon my delivery now as cer-p 
tain, appeared tranfported with joy, and were incapable of 
containing their raptures. But they were foon undeceived, 
Upon hearing me addrefs the poor deluded people, who came 
as they imagined to do me fervice. 

* Whatl my friends,* cried I, * and is this the way you 
^ love me ! Is this the manner you obey the indrudions I 
^ have given you from the pulpit ! Thus to fly in the face 
^ of juftice, and bring down ruin on yourfelves and me ! 
^ Which is your ringleader ? Shew me the man that has 
' thus feduced you. As fure as he lives, he fhall. feel my 
' refentment. Alas ! my poor deluded flock, return back 
? to the duty you owe to God, to your couritry, and to me. 
' I fhall yet perhaps one day fee you in greater felicity here, 
^ and contribute to make your lives more happy. But let 
^ it at leaft be my comfort, when I pen my fold for im^ 
^ mortality, that not one here fhall be wanting.' 



154 VICAR OF WAKEFIELD. 

They now feemed all npentance, and melting into tears^ 
came one after the other to bid me farewel. I (hook each 
tenderly by the hand, and leaving them my bleffuig, pro- 
ceeded forward without meeting any farther interruption. 
Some hours before night we reached the town, or rather 
village ; for itconiifted but of a few mean houfes, having 
loft all its former opulence, and retaining no marks of its 
ancient fuperiority but the gaol. 

Upon entering we put up at an inn, where we had fuch 
refrefhments as could moft readily be procured, and I 
fupped with my family with my ufual chearfulnefs. Aftcv 
feeing them properly accommodated for that night, I next 
attended the fherifF's officers to the prifon, whidi had for- 
merly been built for the purpofes of war, and confified of 
one large apartment, ftrongly grated, and paved with fione^ 
common to both felons and debtors at certain hours in the 
four and twenty. Befides this, every prifoner had a feparate 
cell, where he was locked in for the night. 

I expeded upon my entrance to find nothii^ but lamen* 
tations, and various founds of mifery ; but it was very 
difieient. The prifoners feemed all employed in one com-^ 
mon deiign, that of forgetting thought in merriment or 
clamour. I was apprized of the ufual perquifite required 
upon thefe bccalions, and immediately complied with the 
demand, though the little money I had was very near be-* 
ing all exhaufted. This was immediately fent away for 
liquor, and the whole prifon was foon filled with riot, 
laughter, and profanenefs. 

* How,' cried I to myfelf, ' fliall men fo very wicked be 

* chearful, and (hall I be melancholy ! I feel only the fame 
^ confinement with them, and I think I have nM>re reafon 

* to be happy.' 
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With fuch reflexions I laboured to beconie chearful ; 
but chearfulnefs was never yet produced by effort, which 
Is itfelf paitiful. As I was iitting therefore in a comer 
of the gaol, in a penfive pofture, one of my fellow-pri- 
fooers came up, and fitting by me, entered into conver- 
fation. It was my conftant rule in life never to avoid the 
converikdon of any man who feemed to defire it : for if 
goody I might profit by his inftrudUons ; if bad, he might 
be aflifted by mine. I found this to be a knowing man, 
of Arong unlettered fenfe: but a thorough knowledge of 
the world, as it is called ; or, more properly fpeaking, of 
human -nature on the wrong fide. He afked me if I had 
taken caie to provide myfelf with a bed, which was a 
circumfiance I had never once attended to. 

* That's unfortunate/ cried he, * as you are allowed 
' nothing but firaw, and your apartment is very large and 
' cold. However, you feem to be fomediing of a gentle- 
' man, and as I have been one myfelf in my time, part 

* of my bed-clothes are heartily at your fervice/ 

I thanked him, profeffing my furprize at finding fuch 
humanity in a gaol, in misfortunes; adding, to let him 
fee that I was a fdiolar, that the fage ancient feemed to 
underftand the value of company in af9i(£lion, when he 
faid, ton h/mon aire, ei dos ton etairon, * And, in faA,' 
continued I, ' what is the world, if it zffords only fo- 

* litude r 

* You talk of the world. Sir,' returned my fellow- 
priibner; * the world !s in it's dotage ^ and yet the cofmogony 

* or creation of the world has puzzled the philofophers of 
' every age. What a medley of opinions have they not 

* broached upon the creation of the world I Sanconiathan, 
'* MofiethOf BerofuSf and Ocellus Lucanus, have all attempt'- 
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* edit in vain* The latter has theje words ^ Anarchon ara kai 
^ atelutaion to pan» which implies — ' ' I aik pardon. Sir/ 
cried I» * for interrupting fo much learning ; but I think 
' I have heard all this before. Have I not had the plea^ 
' fure of once feeing you at Welbridge fair, and is not 
'your name Ephraim Jenkinfon?' At this demand he 
only iighed* ' I fuppofe you muft recoiled/ refumed I, 
' one Dodor Primrofe, from whom you bought a horfe.' 

He now at once recoUedted me ; for the gloominefs of 
the place and the approaching night had prevented his 
diftinguilhing my features before. ' Yes, Sir,' returned 
Mr. Jenkinfon, *• I remen:iber you perfefUy well \ I bought 
' an horfe, but forgot to pay for him. Your neighbour 
' Flamborough is the only profecutor I am any way afraid 
' of the next aflizes ; for he intends to fw^ar pofitively 
' againil me as- a coiner. I am heartily forry. Sir, I ever 
' deceived you, or indeed any man ; for ypu fee,' con«- 
tinued h^, (hewing his (hackles, ^ what my trick^s have 

* brought me to.' 

* Well, Sir,' replied I, ' your kindnefs in offering me 

* afliftance when you could exped no return, (hall be re- 
' paid with my endeavours to foften or totally fupprefs Mr. 
' Flamborough's evidence, and I will fend my fon to 
' him for that purppfe the firft opportunity ; nor do I iti 
' the leaft doubt but he will comply with my requeft; 

* and as to my own evidence, you need be under no un* 
' eaiinefs about that.' 

'Well, Sir,' cried he, 'all the return I can make 
' fhall be your's. You (hall have more than half my 
' bed-clothes to-night, and I'll take care to. (land your 
' friend in the prifon, where I think \ have fome in^ 

* fluence.' 
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t thanked him) and could Hot avoid being furprized at 
the prefeht youthful change in his afpe<Sl ; for at the time 
I had feen him before^ he appeared at leaft fixty« * Sir»* 
anfwered he, * you are li^e acquainted with the world } 
' I had at that time falfe hair, and have learned the art 

* of counterfeiting every age from feventcen to feventy* 
^ Ahj Sir, had I but beAoWed half the pains in learning 
' a trade, that I have in learning to be a fcoundrei, I 
' might.have been a rich man at this day. But rogue as 
' I am, Aill I may be your friend, and that, perhaps^ 

* when you leaft exped it.* 

We were now prevented from farther converfation, by 
the arrival of the gaoler's fervants, who came to call over 
^the prifoner's names, and lock up for the night« A fellow 
alfo with a bundle of ftraw for'my bed attended, who led 
me along a dark narrow paffage into a room paved like the 
common prifon, and in one corner of this I fpread my 
bed, ai)d the clothes given me by my fellow-prifoner; 
which done, my condu6lor, who was civil enough, bade 
me a good*night. After my ufual meditations, and hav- 
ing praifed my Heavenly Corrector, I laid myfelf down 
and flept with the utmoft tranquillity till morning. 

CHAP. VII. 

■ 

A itEFORMATION IK THE GAOL. TO MAKE LAWS 
COMPLETE, THEY SHOULD REWARD AS WELL AS 
PUNISH. ' 



Ti 



HE next- morning early I was awakened by my 
family, whom I found in tears at my bed-fide. The 
igloomy appearance of every thing about us^ it feems^ had 
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daunted them. I gently rebuked their fon^DWi affufing 
them I had never flept with greater tranquillity, and next 
enquired after my eldeft daughter, who was not among 
them« They infi^rmed me that yefterday's uneafineiii 
and fatigue had increafed her fever, and it was judg^ 
proper to leave her behind* My next care was to fend 
my fon to procure a room or two to lodge my family in, 
as near the prifon as conveniently could be founds He 
obeyed ; but could only find one apartment, which was 
hired at a fmall expence for his mother and Mew, the 
gaoler with humanity confenting to let htm and his two 
little brothers be in the prifon with me. A bed was 
therefore prepared for them in a comer of the room, 
which I thought anfwered very conveniently. I was wil-« 
ling, however, previoufly to know whether my little chil^ 
dren chofe to lie in a place which feomed to fright them 
upon entrance* 

'Well,' cried I, 'my good boys, bow do you like 
' your bed ? I hope your are not afraid to lie in this roomj 

* dark as it appears/ 

* No, papa,' fays Dick, ' I am not afraid to Ue any 

* where, where you are/ 

'And I,' fays Bill, who was yet but four years old^ 
' love every place beft that my papa is in.' 

After this, I allotted to each of the family what they 
were to do. My daughter was particularly directed to 
watch her declining fiAer's health ; my wife was to attend 
me ; my little boys were to read to me : ' And as for 
' you, my fon,' continued I, ' it is by the labour of your 
' hands we muft all hope to be fupported. Your wages, 
' as a day-labourer, will be full fufficient, with pyoper &u* 
^ gality, to maintain us all| and comfortably too* Thou 
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' art now fixteen years old, and haft ftrength, and it was 

* given thee, my fon, for very ufeful purpofes ; for k 
' muft fave from famine your hel{^efs parents and family. 
' Prepare then this evening to look out for work againft 

• to-morrow, and bring home every night what money 
' you earn for our fupport.' 

Having thus inftruded him, and fettled the reft, I 
walked down to the common prifon, where I could enjoy 
more air and room. But I was not long there, when the 
execrations/ lewdnefs, and brutality, that invaded me on 
every fide, drove me back to my apartment again. Here I 
fat for fome time, pondering upon the ftrange infatuation 
of wretches, who, finding all mankind in open arms againft 
diem, were labouring to make themfelves a future and a 
tremendous Enemy. 

Their infenfibility excited my higheft compaffion, and 
blotted my own uneafinefs from my mind It even ap* 
peared a duty incumbent upon me to attempt to reclaim 
them. I refolved therefore once more to return, and in 
fpite of their contempt to give them my advice, and con* 
quer them by perfeverance. Going therefore among them 
again, I informed Mr. Jenkinfon of my de%n ; at whkh 
he laughed heartily, but communicated it to the reft. The 
propofal was received with the greateft good humour, as it 
promifed to afFord a new fund of entertainment to perfons 
who had now no other refource for mirth, but what could 
be derived from ridicule or debauchery. 

I therefore read them a portion of the fervice with a 
loud unafiFedted voice, and found my audience perfedly 
merry upon the occafion. Lewd whifpers, groans of con- 
trition burlefqued, winking and coughing, alternately ex- 
cited laughter. However, I continued with my naturai 
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folemnity to read on, fenfible that what I did might amend 
fome, but could itfelf redeive do contamination from any. 

After reading, I entered upon my exhottatiim, which 
was rather calculated at firft to amufe them than to reprove. 
I previouily obferved, that no other motive but their wel- 
fare could induce me to this ; that I was their fellow^ 
prifoner, and now got nothing by preaching* I was forry^ 
I faid, to hear them fo very profane^ becaufe they got no- 
thing by it, and might lofe a great deal: ^ For be aiTured^ 
' my friends/ cried I, * (for you arc my friends, however 
' the world may difclaim yout friendfhip), though you 

* fwore twelve thoufand oaths in a day, it would not put 
' one penny in your purfe. Then what fignifies, calling 
' every moment upon the devil, and courting his friend-*- 

* (hip, fince you find how fcurvily he ufes you. He has 
^ given you nothing here, you find, but a mouthful of oaths 

* and an empty belly ; and by the beft accounts I have of 

* him, he will give you nothing that's good hereafter. 

' If ufed ill in our dealings with one man, we naturally 
^ goelfewhere. Were it not Worjh your while then, juft 
^ to try how you may like the ufage of another' Mailer, who 

* gives you fair promifes at leaft to coftie to him ? Surely, 

* my friends^ of all fiupidity in the world, his muft be the 
' greateft, who^ after robbing an houfe, runs to the thief- 

* takers for protedion« And yet how are you more y^ik} 
^ You are all feeking comfort from one that has already 

* betrayed you, applying to a more malicious being than 
^ any thief- taker of them all ;' for they only decoy, and 
' then hang you ; and, what is worft of all, will not let 
^ you loofe after the hangman has done.' 

When I had concluded, I received the compliments of 
my audience ; fome of whom came and (hook me by the 



VICAR OF WAKEFIELD. i6t 

handi fwearing that I ^as a very honeft feilow, and diat 
they defired my further acquaititaiKe. I therefore pro- 
snifed to repeat my le6lurs ne^ day, and adually con- 
ceived fome hopes of making a reformation here ; fbr it 
had ever been my opihion, that no man was paft the hour 
ef annendment, every heart lying open to the ihafts of re* 
proof, if the archei* could hfut take ^ proper aim. When 
I had thus fatisfidd my mind, I went back to my apart* 
ment/ wheite my wife prepared i frugal nfiedl^ while 
Mr. Jenkinfon begged leave to add his dinner to oiirsj 
-and partake of thb {deafure, a^ he was kind enough to 
exprefs it, of liiy converfation. He had not yet feen my 
fanlily ; for as they caime to my ap^crtment t^ a door in 
the narrow poffiige already (fefisribed, by this meatis they 
avoided the coifahion prifon. Jenkinfon at the (irft inter- 
view therefore feemed not a littte Aruck with the beauty of 
my youngeft daughter, whitb h^r peniive air contributed 
fo heighten, and my little ones did not pttfs unnoticed. 
^ Absj do6lor,* cried he, '* thtfc children are too hand^ 

* fome and too good for fucfa a place as this V 

* Why, Mr. Jenkinfon/ replied f , • thank Heaven, my 
< ehiUren are pretty tolerable in morals, and if they be 

* good, it matters little f6r tfie r^.' 

* I fancy, S&r,* returned my fellow-pri<brter, * that it 

* muft give you great comfort to have this little family 

* ibout you.* 

* A comlbrt, Mr. Jenkinfon,' repBed I, * yes, it is 
' ihdeed a comfort, and I would not be without them for 
^ all the world ; for they can make a dungeon feem a 

* palace. There is but one W^y in this life of wounding 
^ my happinefSj and that is by injuring them.' 

M 
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^ I am afraid then, Sir/ cried he, ' that I am in fome 

* meafure culpable ; for I think I fee here/ (looking at 
my fon Mofes) ^ one that I have injured, and by whom 
' I wi(h to be forgiven/ 

My fon immediately recolledted his voice and features, 
though he had before feen him in difguife, and taking him 
by the hand, vrith a fmile foigave him. * Y?t,' con- 
tinued he, * I can't help wondering at what you could 

* fee in my face, to think me a proper mark for decep- 
^ tion.' 

' My dear Sir,' returned the other, ' it was not your 
^ face, but your white ftpckings and the black ribband on 
' your hair, that allured me. But no difparagement to 
' your parts, I have deceived wifer men than you in my 
' time ; and yet, with all my tricks, the blockheads have 
^ been too many for me at laft/ 

* I fuppofe,* cried my fan, * that the narrative (^ fuch a 
' life as yours muft be extremely inftruSive and amufing.* 

* Not much of either,* returned Mr. Jenkinfon. 

* Thofe relations which defcribe the tricks and vices only 

* of mankind, by increafing our fufpicion in life, retard 

* our fuccefs. The traveller that diArufts every perfon he 
' meets, and turns back upon the appearance of every 
^ man that looks like a robber, feldom arrives in time at 

* his journey's end. 

* Indeed I think, from my own experience, that the 
' knowing one is the fiUieft fellow under the fun. I was 

* thought cunning froni my very childhood ; when but 
' feven years old, the ladies would fay ttut I was a per- 

* fed little man ; at fourteen, I knew the world, cocked 

* my hat, and loved the ladies ; at twenty, though I was 

* perfeftly honeft, yet every one thought me fo cunning, that 
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^ not one would truft me. Thus I was at laft obliged to 

* turn (harper in mj own defence, and have lived ever 

* iince, my head throbbing widi fchen^es to deceive, and 
' my heart palpitating with fears of deteAion. I ufed 
^ often to laugh at your honeft fimple neighbour Flambo- 

* rough, and one way or other generally cheated him 

* once a year. Yet ftill the honeft man went forward 
^ without fufpicion, and grew rich, while I ftill continued 
^ trickfy and cunning, and was poor* without the confola- 

* tion of being honeft. However,' continued he, * let 
' me know your cafe, and what has brought you here ; 
^ perhaps, though I have not (kill to avoid a gaol myfelf, 

* I may extricate my friends.' 

In compliance with this curiofity, I informed him of 
the whole train of accidents and follies that had plungpd 
me into my prcfent troubles, and my utter inability to 
get free. 

After hearing my ftory, and pauiing fome minutes, he 
flapt his forehead, as if he had hit upon fomething ma- 
terial, and took his leave, faying, he would try what 
could be done. 



CHAP. VIII. 

> 

THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED* 

X HE next morning I communicated to my wife and 
children the fcheme I had planned of reforming the pri- 
foners, which they received with univcrfal difapprobation, 
aUedging the impoflibility and impropriety of it \ addingj, 
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that mjr endeavouii vmuld no way conttibuiiB to Iheir 
amendment, but might pitobably difgracc my calling. 

* Excufe me/ returned I ; ^ thefe people, however 
' fallen, are (till men, and that is a vtrry good titk to 
^ my afFedKons. Good coonfel rejeded retuma to enrich 
f the giver's bofom ; and though die infini^pn I com*- 
f municate may not mend them, yet it will affuredly mend 
f myfelf. If thefe wretches, my children, were princcS| 
^ there would be thoufands ready to oflfer their miniftry, 
f but in my opinion, the heart that is buried in a dui^^- 
' geon is as precious as that feated upon a throne, Yes^ 
f my treafures, if I can meiKl them, I will; perhaps 
^ they will not all defpife me^ Berhapa \ may catch up 
' even one from the gulph, and thdt will be great gain \ 
* for is there upon earth a gem fo piedous a^ the humaif 
^foul?' 

Thus faying, I left them, and defcended to thp com? 
mon prifon, wher^ I found the prifoners very nterry, ex- 
peding my arrival ; and each prepared with fopie gaol 
trick to play upon the dodior. Thus, ^ I was going tq 
begin, one turned my wig awry, as if by accident^ aiul 
then afked my pardon. A fecond, who flood at fome 
diftance, had a knack of fpitting through his teeth, which 
fell in (bowers upon my book. A third would cry Amen 
in fuch 4n afFeded tone as gave the reft great delight. A 
fourth had (lily picked my pocket of my fpe£bides. But 
there was one whofe trick gave more univerfal pleafure 
than all the reft ; for obferving the manner in which | 
had difpofed my books on the table before me, he very 
dexteroudy difplaced one of then), and put ^ pbfcene 
jeft-book of his own in the plate« Howeyelr> | took no 
notice of all that this mifchibvous gtoupe of Uitle bein|;9 
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could do ; but tvent on, peffedly fenfibte that i^hat v^ 
ridiculous in my attempt^ would excite mirth only the firft 
or fecond time, whUq what was ferious iiMould be permanent* 
My diefign fucceeded, and in lefe thsln fix days Come were 
penitent, and ajl attentive^ 

It ivas now that I applauded iny perfeverande and ad» 
drefsy at thus giving fenfibility to wretches divefted of every 
mora! feeling, and now began to think of doing them teni-» 
poYzl fervices alfo, by rendering their (ituation foinewhat 
more oomfbrtaible. Theit time had hitherto been divided 
between famine and exdefs, tumultuous riot and bitter re^ 
pining. Their only eitiployment Was quarrelling among 
each other, playing at cribb^ge, and Cutting tobaccos-cop- 
pers'. From this laft mode of idle induftry I took the hint 
of fetting&ieh as chofe to Work at cutting pegs for tobaccon*- 
ifts and (hoemakers, the proper Wood being bought by a 
general fubfcription, and when manufadtured^ fold by my 
iippointthent : fo that each earned fomething every day ; a 
trifle indeed, but fufficient to maintain him* 

I did not flop here^ but inftituted fines for the punifh* 
inent of immorality, and rewards for peculiar indufhy. 
Thus^ in lefs than a fortnight, I had forrhed them into 
.fomething focial and humane, and had the pleafure of re- 
garding itiyfelf a$ a legiflator, who had brought men from 
their native ferocity in^o friend&ip and obedience. 

And it were highly to be wiflied, thsit legiflative power 
Would thus direct the law rather to reformation than feve* 
rity. That it would feem convinced that the work of era- 
dicating crimes is not by making punifhments &miliar, but 
formidable. Then, inftead of our prefent prifons, which 
Jfind or make men guilty, which inclofe wretches for the 
commtfTion of one crime, and return them, if returned 
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alive, fitted for the perpetration of thoufands ; it were to 
be wUhed we had, as in other parts of Europe, places of 
penitence and folitude, where the accufed might be attended 
by fuch as could give them repentance if guilty, or new 
motives of virtue if innocent. And this, but not the in« 
creafing puniihments, is the way to mend a ftate: nor can 
1 avoid even queftioning the validity of that right which 
focial combinations have aflumed, of capitally punifhing^ 
offences of a flight nature. In cafes of murder their right 
is obvious, as it is the duty of us all, from the law of felf« 
defence, to cut off that man who hafrfhewn a difregard for 
the life of another. Againil fuch, all nature rifes in arms^ 
but it is not fo againil him who fleals my property. Natu-^- 
ral law gives me no right to take away his life, as by that 
the horfe he fteals is as much his property as mine. If 
then I have any right, it muft be from a compaf): made 
between usj diat he who deprives the other of his horfe 
fhall die. But this is a falfe compad; becaufe no man 
has a right to barter his life, no more than take it away, as 
it is not his own. And befides, the compad is inadequate, 
and would be fet afide even in a court of modem equity, as 
there is a great penalty for a trifling convenience, flnce it is 
far better that two men fhould live, than one man fhould 
ride. But a compact that is falfe between two men, is ^ 
equally fo between an hundred and an hundred thoufand ; 
for as ten millions of circles can never make a fquare, fo 
the united voice of myriads cannot lend the fmallefl foun- 
dation to falfehood. It is thus that reafon fpeaks, and un- 
tutored nature fays the fame thing. Savages, that are di* 
rt&ed by natural law alone, are very tender of the lives of 
each other; they feldom fhed blood but to retaliate former 
cruelty. 
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Our Saxon anceftor$, fierce as they were in war, had 
but few executions in times of peace ; and in all commenc- 
ing governments that have the print of nature ftill ftrong 
upon them, fcarce any crime is held capital. 

It is among the citizens of a refined community that 
penal laws, which are in the hands of the rich, are laid 
upon the poor. Government, while it grows older, feems 
to acquire the morofenefs of age ; and as if our property 
were become dearer in proportion as it increafed, as if the 
more enormous our wealth, the more extenfive our fears, 
all our pofleflfions are paled up with new edidls every day, 
and hung round with gibbets to fc^re every invader. 

I cannot tell whether it is from the number of our penal 
laws, or the licentioufnefs of our people, that this country 
Ihould (hew more convidts in a year, than half the domi- 
nions of Europe united. Perhaps it is owing to both; 
for they mutually produce each other. When by indifcri- 
minate penal laws a nation beholds the fame punifhment 
afQxed to diiTimilar degrees of guilt, from perceiving no 
diftindion in the penalty, the people are led to lofe all fenfe 
of didindtion ih the crime, and this difUndion is the bul- 
wark of all morality: thus the multitude of laws produce 
new vices, and new vices call for fre(h reftraints. 

It were to be wi(hed then that power, inftead of con- 
triving new laws topuniih vice, inftead of drawing hard the 
cords of fociety till a convulfion come to burfl them, inftead 
of cutting away wretches as ufelefs, before we have tried 
their utility, inftead >of converting corre£tion into ven- 
geance, it were to be wiflied that we tried the reftridive arts 
of government, and made law the proteftor, but not the 
tyrant of the people. We (hould then find that creatures 
whofe fouls are held as drpfs, only, wanted the hand of a 
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tcfincr ; we (hould then find the wretchesi now ftuck up 
for long tortures, left luxury Ihould feel a momentary pang, 
might, if properly treated, ferve to finew the ftate in times 
of danger ; that as their faces are like ours, their hearts 
are fo too ; that few minds are fo bafe, as that perfeverance 
cannot amend ; that a man may fee his laft cr^me wiljiout 
dying for it ; and that very little blood will ferve to cement 
our fecurity* 



C H A P. IX. 

HAPPINESS A)IO. MISERY RATHER THE RESULT OF 
PRUDENCE THAN OF VIRTUE IN THIS LIFE ; TEM* 
PORAL EVILS OR FELICITIES BEING REGARPEO BY 
HEAVEN AS THINGS MERELY IN THEMSELVES 
TRIFLING, AND UNWORTHY IT*S CARE IN THE- 
DISTRIBUTION* 

JL Had now been confined more than a fortnight, but had 
not fince my arrival been vifited by my dear Olivia, and I 
greatly longed to fee her. Having communicated my 
wiflies to my wife, the next morning the poor girl entered 
my apartment, leaning on her fitter's arm. The change 
which I faw in her countenance ftruck me. The number* 
lefs graces that once r^fided there were now fled, and the 
han^ of death feemed to have moulded every feature to 
alarm me. Ifer templiss were funk, her forehead was 
tenfe, and a iatal pajjienefs fat upon her Qhctk. 

' I am glad to fee <hee, my dear,' cried I ; ' but why 
' thi^ deje^on, Livy? I hope, my love, you have too 
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great a regard for me, to permit difappointosient thus to 
undermine a life which I prize as my own. Be chear«> 
fuly child, and we yet may fee happier days/ 
^ You have ever. Sir,' replied (he, ^ been kind to me^ 
and it adds to my pain, that I ihall never have an op* 
portunity of (haring that happinefs you promife* Hap* 
pinefs, I fear, is no longer referved for me here ; and 
I long to be rid of a place where I have only found 
difirefs. Indeed, Sir, t wiih you would make a proper 
fubmiillon to Mr. ThornhiU ; it may, in fome meafure, 
induce him to pity you, and it will give me relief in 
dying/ 

* Never, child,* replied I, * never will I be brought 
to acknowledge my daughter a proAitute ; for though the 
world may look upon your offence with fcom, let it be 
mine to regard it as a mark of credulity, not of guilt. 
My dear, I am no ways miferable in this place, how- 
ever difmal it may feem; and be aflured that while 
you continue to blefs me by living, he (hall never have 
my confent to make you more wretched by marrying 
another.' 

After the depairture of my daughter, my feUow-pri- 
ibner, who was by at this interview, fenfibly enough ex- 
poftulated upon my obfiinacy, in refufing a fubmifiion 
whidlli promifed to give me freedom. He obferved, that 
the reft of Qiy family was npt to be facrificed to the peace 
.QJF one qbili ^lonp, and ihe the only one who had offbnded 
jyie» < fie&le,' added he, ' I don't know if it be j/u^ 
^ tkOB U> obftru(^ the union of man and wife, which you 
' do at prefeot» by refufing to confent to a malch which 
' you caoopt hioder, but may render unhappy.* 
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' Sir/ replied I, * you are unacquainted with the mai^ 
that opprefles us. I am very fenlible that no fubmiffion 
I can make could procure me liberty even for an houf. 
I am told that even in this very room a debtor of his, 
no later than laft year, died for want. But though my 
fubmiffion and approbation could transfer me from hence 
to die moft beautiful apartment he is poiTeiTed of; yet I 
would grant neither, as fomething whifpers me, that 
it would be giving a fandlion to adultery. While my 
daughter lives, no other marriage of his fhall ever be 
l^al in my eye. Were (he removed,' indeed, I ihould be 
the bafeft of men, from any refentment of my own, to 
attempt putting afunder thofe who wi(h for an union. 
No, villain as he is, I (hould then wi(h him married, 
to prevent the confequences of his future debaucheries. 
But now (hould I not be the moft cruelof all fathers, 
to fign an inftrument which muft fend my child to the 
grave, merely to avoid a prifon myfelf ; and thus to 
efcape one pang, break my child's heart with a thou- 
fand?' 

He acquiefced in the juftice of this anfwer, but could 
not avoid obferving, that he feared my daughter's life 
was already too much wafted to keep me long a prifoner. 

* However,* continued he, * though you refufe to fu^bmit 
' to the nephew, I hope you have no objection to laying 

* your cafe before the uncle, who has the firft charader 
' in the kingdom for every thing that is juft and good. 
^ I would advife you to fend him a letter by the poft, in* 
' timating aU his nephew's ill ufage, and my life for it, 
' that in three days you (hall have an anfwer.' I thanked 
him for the hinti and inftantly fet out about complying ; 
but I wanted paper, and unluckily all bur money had 
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been laid out that morning in provifions; however, h« 
fupplied me* 

For the three cnfuing days I was in a ftatc of anxiety, 
to know what reception my letter might meet with ; but 
In the mean time was frequently folicited by my wife to 
fubmit to any conditions rather than remain here, and' 
every hour received repeated accounts of the decline of my 
daughter's health. The third day and the fourth arrived, 
but I received no anfwcr to my letter : the complaints of 
a flranger againft a favourite nephew, were no way likely 
to fucceed ; fo that thefe hopes foon vanifhed like all my 
former. My mind, however, ftill fupportcd itfelf, though 
confinement and bad air began to make a vifible alteration 
in my health, and my arm that had fufFered in the fire 
grew worfe. My children, however, fat by me, and 
while I was ftretched on my ftraw, read to me by turhs, or 
liftened and wept at my inftrudions. But my daughter's 
health declined fafter than mine ; every meifage from her 
contributed to increafe my apprehenfions and pain. The 
fifth morning after I had written the letter which was fent 
to Sir William Thomhill, I was alarmed with an account 
that (he was fpeechlefs. Now it was that confinement 
was truly painful to me ; my foul was burfiing from it's 
prifon to be near the pillow of my child, to comfort, to 
firengthen her, to receive her laft wi(hes, and teach her 
foul the way to heaven ! Another account came ; (lie was 
expiring, and yet I was debarred the fmall comfort of 
weeping by her. My fellow-prifoner, fome time after, 
came with the lafi account. He bade me be patient; 
(he was dead ! The next morning he returned, and found 
me with my two little ones, now my only companions, 
who were ufing all their innocent efforts to comfort me. 
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They intreated to read to me, and bade me not to drjr, fdf 
I was now too old to weep. ' And is not my Mer ad 
' ang^l nowy papa/ cried the eldeft, ' and why then are 
' you fony for her ? I wUh I ulcere an angel out of this 

* frightful place, if my papa were with mc.* — * Yes/ 
added my youngcft darling, ^ heaven, where my (ifter is^ 
' is a finer place than this, and there are none but good 

* people there, and the people here are very bad.' 

Mr. Jenkinfon interrupted their hdrmlefs prattle, by 
obferving, that now my daughter was no more^ I fliould 
fcrioufly think of the teft of my family, and attempt ta 
iave my own life> whidh was every day declining for want 
of neceffaries and wholefome air^ He added^ that it was 
now incumbent on me to facrifice any pride or refentment 
of my own^ to the welfare of thofe who depended on me 
for fupportj and that I wis now^ both by reafon and 
juftice, obliged to try to reconcile my landlord. 

* Heaven be praifed,^ replied I, ^ there is no pridd 
' left me now< I Ihould deteft my own heart, if 1 faw 
' either pride or refentment lurking there. On the con-s 

* trary, as my oppreiTor has been once my parifhioner^ 

* I hope one day to prefent him up an unpolluted foul at 

* the eternal tribunal. No, Sir, I have no refentment 
' now ; and though he has taken from me what I held 
' dearer than all his treafures, though he has wrung my 

* heart, for I am fick almoft to fainting^ very fick, . my 

* feUow-prifoner, yet that fhall never infpire me with 
' vengeance^ I am now willing to approve his mar-^ 

* riage, and if thb fubmiffion can do him any pleafure, let 
' him know, that if 1 have done him any injury, I aril 
^ forry for it.' Mr. Jenkinfon took poi and ink, and 
wrote down my fubmiffion nearly as I have cxpreft it. 
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td which I figned my name. My fon was employed to 
^arry the letter to Mr, Thomhill, who was then at his 
feat in the country. He went, and in about fix hours 
returned with a verbal anfwer. He had fome difficulty, he 
faid, to get a fight of his landlord, as the fervants wei^ 
infolent and fufpicious ; but he accidentally faw him as 
he was going out upon bufinefs, preparing for his mar- 
riage, which was to be in three days. He continued 
to inform us, that he ftept up in the humbled manner, 
and delivered the letter; which, when Mr. Thorn- 
hill had read, he faid that all fubmifiSon was now too 
late and unnecefiiary ; that he had heard of our applica- 
tion to his uncle, which met with the contempt it de- 
ferved ; and as for the reft, that all future applications 
ihould be directed to his attorney, not to him. He 
pbferved, however, that as he had a very good opinion 
of the difcretion of the two young ladies, they mig^t have 
been the moil agreeable intercefibrs. 

* Well, Sir,' faid I to my fellow-prifoner, * you now 
f difcover the temper of the man who opprefifes me. He 
f can at once be facetious and cruel; but let him ufe me 
f as be will, I (hall foon be free, in fpite of all his bolts to 
f refirain me^ I am now drawing towards an abode that 
f looks brighter as I approach it ; this expe6kition chearft 
f my afflictions, and though I leave an helplefs family of 
f orphans behind me, yet they will not be utterly forfaken ; 
f fomtf friend, perhaps, will be found to afllft them for the 
^ fake of their poor father, and fome may charitably 
f relieve them for the fake of their Heavenly Father.' 

Juft as I fpoke, my wife, whom I had not feen that 
day before, appeared with looks of terror, and making ef^ 
forts, but unable to fpeak. ' Why, my love,' cried I, 
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* why Will you thus incrcafc my afflidions by your own? 

* What though no fubniiffion can turn our fcvere mafter, 
^ though he has doomed me to die in this place of wretch- 
^ ednefs» and though we have loft a darling child y yet ftill 

* you will find comfort in your other children when I fliall 

* be no more.'—* We have indeed loft,' returned (he, * a 

* darling child. My Sophia, my deareft, is gone ; fnatch- 

* ed from us, carried ofi^by ruffians!' 

* How, Madam,' cried my fellow prifoner, * Mife 
' Sophia carried ^fF by villains! Sure it cannot be?' 

She could only anfwer with a fixed look, and a flood of 
tears. But one of the prifoners wives, who was prefent, 
and came in with her, gave us a more diftindt account : 
(he informed us that as my wife, my daughter, and her- 
felf, were taking a walk together on the great road, a little 
way out of the village, a poft-chaife and pair drove up to 
them, and inftantly ftopt. Upon which a well dreft man, 
but not Mr. Thomhill, ftepping out, clafped my daughter 
round the waift, and forcing her in, bid the poftUlion drive 
on, fo that they were out of fight in a moment. 

* Now,' cried I, * the fum of my miferies is made up, 

* nor is it in the power of any thing on earth to give me 

* another pang. What! not one left! not leave me one! 
^ the monfter ! the child that was next my heart ! (he had 
' the beauty of an angel, and almoft the wifdom of an 

* angeh But fupport that woman, nor let her fall. Not 

* to leave me one!' — * Alas, my huft)and,' faid my wife; 

* you feem to want comfort even more than I ! Our dif- 
' treflfes are great ; but I could bear this and more, if I 

* faw you but eafy. They may take away my children, 
' and all the world, if they leave me but you.' 
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Myfoni who was prefent, endeavoured to moderate our 
grief ; he bade us take comfort, for he hoped that we might 
ftill have rcafon to be thankful. — * My child,' cried I, 

* look round the world, and fee if there be any happinefs 

* left me now. Is not every ray of comfort fhut out ; 

* while all our bright profpefts only lie beyond the grave.'— 

* My dear father,' returned he, ' I hope there is ftill 
' fomething that will give you an interval of fatisfadion ; 

* for I have a letter from my brother George.'—* What 

* of him, child,' interrupted I, * does he know our mi- 

* fery ? I hope my boy is exempt from any part of what 

* his wretched family fufFers ?' — * Yes, Sir,' returned he> 

* he is perfefily gay, chearful, and happy. His letter 

* brings nothing but good news ; he is the favourite of his 

* colonel, who promifes to procure him the very next lieu- 

* tenancy that becomes vacant!' 

* And are you fure of all this,' cried my wife ; * are you 

* fure that nothing ill has befallen my boy ?' — * Nothing 

* indeed, Madam,' returned my fon ; ^ you fhall fee the 
' letter, which will give you the higheft pleafure : and if 

* any thing can procure you comfort, I am fure that will.' 
— * But are you fure,' ftill repeated flie, * that the letter is 

* fromhimfelf, and that he is really fo happy?' — *Yes, Ma- 

* dam,' replied he, ^ it is certainly his, and he will one 

* day be the credit and the fupport of our family!' — 

* Then I thank Providence,' cried flie, * that my laft 

* letter to him has mifcarried.— Yes, my dear,* continued 
fhe, turning to me, * I will now confefs, that though the 

* hand of Heaven is fore upon us in other inftances, it has 
' been favourable here. By the laft letter I wrote my 

* fon, which was in the bitternefs of anger, I deftred him> 

* upon his mother's blelTing, and if he had the heart of a 
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' man, to fee juftice done his father and fifier, and avehg^ 

* our caufe. But thanks be to Him who direds all thii^i 
' it has mifcarried, and I am at reft/— ** Woman,' cried I, 
^ thou haft done very ill, and at another time mj re- 
' proaches might have been ihore fevere. Oh ! what a tre^ 

* mendous gulph haft thou efcaped, that would have bu« 
' ried both thee and him in endlefs ruiil. Providence, in-r 
' deed, has here been kinder to us than we to ourfdves. 

* It has referved that fon to be the father and protedlor of 
' my children when I (hall be away. How unjuftly did I 
^ complain of being ftript of every comfort, when ftill 1 

* hear that he is happy and infenfible of our. afflidlions ; 

* ftill kept in referve to fuppmt his widowed mother, and 

* to prote£t his brothers and lifters. But what fifters has 

* he left! he has no lifters now, they are all gone, robbed 

* from me, and I am undotlel' — ' Father,' interrupted mf 
fon, ' I beg you will give me leave to read his letter, I 
' know it will pleafe you.' Upon which^ with my per-< 
miffion, hereadasft>llow8: 

^ HONOURED SIR, 

* I HAVE called off* my imagination a few mottients 
^ from the pleafures that funround me, to fix it upon ob- 
' jeds that are ftill more pleafihg, the dear litde fire-fide 
' at home. My fancy <fraws that harmkfs groiipe as 
^ liftening to every line of this with great compofure. I 
^ view thofe faces with delight which never felt the de-^ 
'forming hand of snnbition or diftrefs! But whatever 
^ your hap^nefs may be at home, I am fure it will be 
' fome addition to it, to hear that I am perfedlly pleafed 

* with my fituation^ and every way happy here. 
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* Our regifneht is countermanded^ and is not to leave 

* the kingdoiti ; the eolorieli who profcffcs himfdf my 
' friend, takes me with him to all companies where he is 

* acquainted, artd after my firft vifit, I generally find my- 

* felf received with increafed refpeft upon repeating it. I 

* danced laft night with Lady G , and could I forget 

^ you know whom> I might be perhaps fuccefsfuL But it 

* is my fate ftill to remember others, while I am myfelf for- 
' gotten by nioft of my abfeht friends ; and in this number, 

* I fear, Sir, that I muft confider you, for I have long ex<*- 

* peeled the pleafure of a letter from home to no purpofe. 

* Olivia and Sophia, too, promifed to write, but feem to 
' have forgotten me. Tell them they are two arrant little 
' ba^ages, and that I am this moment in a myft violent 
' paffion with thenl : yet Aill, I know not how, <hough I 

* want to blufter a little, my heart is refpondent only to 

* foftcr emotions. Then tell them. Sir, that after all, I 

* love them afii^dionately ; and be affured of ipy ever re*. 
^ maining your dutiful fon/ 

* In all our rtiferies,* cried t j ' what thanks have vr6 

* not to return, that one at leaft of our family is exempted 

* from what we fufFer. Heaven be his guard, and keep 

* my boy thus happy to be the fupport of his widowed 
^ mother, and the father of thefe two babes, which is all 

* the patrimony I can now bequeath him ! May he keep 

* their innocence from the temptations of want, and be 

* their conductor in the paths of honour!' I had fcarce 
faid thefe words, when a noife, like that of a tumult, feem- 
ed to proceed from the prifon below ; it died away foon 
after, and a clanking of fetters was heard along the paffagc 
that led to my apartment. The keeper of the prifon en- 

N 
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tered, holding a man all bloody, woundedj and fettered 
with the heavieft irons. I looked with compaifion on the 
wretth as he approached me, but with horror when I found 
it was my own fon. ' My Geoige 1 my Geoige ! suid do 
^ I behold thee thus ! Wounded ! fettered ! Is this thy 
^ happinefs! Is this the manner you return to me? O 
* that this fight could break my heart at once, and let me 
*die!' 

' Where, Kr, is your fortitude ?' returned my fon with 
an intrepid voice ; ' I muft fufl^, my Kfe is forfeited, and 
^ let them take it.' 

I tried to reftrain my paflion for a few minutes in filence, 
but I thought I (houtd have died with the efibrt, < O my 
boy, my heart weeps to behold thee thus, and I cannot, 
cannot 4ielp it. In the moment that I thought thee bleft, 
and prayed for thy fafety, to behold thee thus again! 
chained, wounded. And yet the death of the youthfid 
is happy. But I am old, a very old man, and have lived 
to fee this day. To fee my children all untimely falUng 
about me, while I continue a wretched furvivor in the 
midftof ruin! May all the curfes that ever funk a foul 
fall heavy upon the murderer of my diildrenr May he 

live, like me, to fee ' 

* Hold, Sir,' replied my fon, * or I fhall blufli for thee* 
How, Sir, foigetful of your age, your holy calling, thus 
to arrogate the juftice of Heaven, and f&ng thofe curfes 
upward that muft foon defcend to crufh thy own grey 
head with deftrudion ! No, Sir, let it be your care now 
to fit me for that vile deadi I muft (hortly fufifer, to arm 
me with hope and refolution, to give me courage to* 
drink of that bktemeis whidi muft ihortly be my por- 
tion/ 
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* My diild, you fttuft not die: I am Cute no oflcnoe of 

* tfaine can deferve fo vile a punifbinent. My Geoqge 

* could never be gailty of any crime to make hit aftcefiort 
' afliamed of him/ 

* Mine, Sir,' returned my fon, ' is, I fear, art unpardort* 
' able one. When I received my mother*s letter from 
' home, I immediately came doliMi, determined to puni(h 
' the betrayer of our honour, and fent him an order to meet 

* me, which heaiifwered, not in peifon, but bydifpatcfitng 
^ £Mir of his domeftteks to feixe me« I bounded Me who 
^ firft afl&ulted me, and I fear defperafely: but Ac reft 

* made me their priibfier. The co^aid is determined to 
' put die law in execation agatnft mei; the proofs are un« 
' deniable; I have fent a challenge^ and as I am the firft 

* tranfgreiTor upon the ftatute, I fee no hopes of pardon. 

* But you have often charmed me with your leffons of for- 
/ titude ; let me now. Sir, find them in your example.* 

' And, my fon, you (hall find them. I am now raifed 
' above this world, and all the pleafures it can produce* 
' From this moment I break from my heart all the tiesi 
' diat held it down to earth, and will prepare to fit us both 
' for eternity. Yes, my fon, I will point out the way, and 
' my foul (hall guide yours in the afcent, for we waU take 
' our flight together, t now foe and am convinced yon 

* can expedl no .pardon here, and I can only exhort you to 
^ fedc it at that gneateft tribunal where we both ihail Aiortly 
/ vaiwcx. But let us not be niggardly in our exhortation, 

^but let all our feUow-prifoners have a {hare.-— Good 

* gaoler, let them be permitted to fland here, while I ati* 
' tempt to improve thenu' Thus faying, I made an effort 
to rife £rom my fhaw, but wanted fhength, and was able 
only to redioe agaiaft the wail. The prifoners aflembled 
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might be ufclefs if known. On this fubjcft Providence 
has thought iit to elude our curiofity, fatisiied with grants 
ing us motives to confolation. 

* In this iituation, man has called in the friendly aflfift- 
ance of philofophy, and Heaven, feeing the incapacity of 
that to confole him, has given him the aid of religion. 
The confolations of philofophy are very amufing, but 
often fallacious. It tells us that life is filled with com- 
forts, if we will but enjoy them ; and on the other hand, 
that though we unavoidably have miferies here, life is 
(hort, and they will foon be over. Thus do thefe confo- 
lations deftroy each other ; for if life is a place of comfort^ 
it's fhortnefs muft be mifery; and if it be long, our 
griefs are protracted. Thus philofophy is weak ; but 
religion comforts in an higher flrain. Man is here, 
it tells us, fitting up his mind, and preparing it for an- 
other abode. When the good man leaves the body, and 
is all a glorious mind, he will find he has been making 
himfelf a heaven of happinefs here; while the wretch 
that has been maimed and contaminated by his vices, 
fhrinks from his body with terror, and finds that he has 
anticipated the vengeance of Heaven. To religion then 
we muft hold in every circumftance of life for our trueft 
comfort ; for if already we are happy, it is a pleafure to 
think that we can make that happinefs unending ; and if 
we are miferable, it is very confoling to think that there 
is a place of reft. Thus, to the fortunate, religion holds 
out a continuance of blifs ; to the wretched, a change 
from pain. 

' But though religion is very kind to all men, it haspro- 
mifed peculiar rewards to the unhappy; the fick, the 
naked, the houfelefs, the heavy-laden, and the prifoner, 
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lisve evcf 010ft freqaent promife* in our (acred law. The 
Aodior of our reSgion every' where profe(fic8 himlclf the 
wretch's friend ; and, unlike the faMe ones of this woild, 
beflows all his earefes upon the forlorn. The unthink- 
ing have cenfurcd this as partiality, as a preference witfi- 
out merit to de&rve it. But they never reile6t that it is 
not in the power even ct Heaven itfelf to nnke the offer 
of unceafing felicity as great a gift la the happy as to^ the 
niknhl^ To the firft, eternity is but afingle blefiing, 
(ince at moft it but inercafes what tbey already poAcfe, 
To the htler, it is a douUe advantage ; for it dinunUhes 
their pain here, and rewards diem widi heaveidy bli(s 
hereafter. 

* But Poo^enoe is in another re(jpe6l kinder tothe poor 
than the rich; for as it thus makes the life after deadi more 
defiraUe, (b it fknootfas thepaiTage there. The wretthed 
have had a long familiarity with every face of terror. 
The man of fortow lays himfdf quietly down, with no 
poffeilionB to regret, and but few ties to ftop his d^artorc ; 
he feds only nature's pang in tiie iSnal fepanration, »id this 
is no way greater than be has often fainted under before ; 
fer afi^ a certain degree of pain, every new breach that 
death opens in the conflstution, nature kindly covers with 
infenntttfatyt 

* Thus Providefice has givefi the wretched two advan- 
tages over the happy in this Hfe, greater felicity in dying, 
asid in heaven all Aat foperiority of pleafure which arifes 
ftom GontraApd enjoyment. And this fuperiority, my 
friends, is no fmall advantage, and feems to be one tA the 
^eatfures of the poor man in the parable ; for though he 
was already in heaven, and felt all the raptures it could 
fgsfty yet it was mentioned as an addititm to bis bappi-* 
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nds, that he had once been wretched and now was com- 
forted ; that he had known what it was to be nMferable, 
and now felt what it was to be happy. 

' ThuSy mj ff iendsi you fee, religion does what philofo- 
phy could never do: it (hews the equal dealings of Hea- 
ven to the happy and the unhappy, and levels all human 
enjoyments to nearly the fame fiandard. It gives to both 
rich and poor the fame happinefs hereafterj and equal 
hopes to afpire after it ; but if the rich have the advan- 
tage of enjoying pleafure here, the poor have the endlefs 
fatisfaftion of knowing what it was onee to be miferablci 
when crowned with endlefs felicity hereafter \ and even 
though it fliould be called a fmall advantage, yet being 
an eternal one, it mud make up by duration what the 
temporal happinefs of the great may have exceeded by 
intenfenefs. 

' Thefe are therefdre the consolations which the wretch- 
ed have peculiar to themfelves, and in which they are 
above the reft of mankind ; in other refpedls they are be- 
kyw them. They who would know the miferies of the 
pooti muft fee life, and endure it. To declaim on the 
temporal advantages they enjoy, is only repeating what 
none either believe or pradlife. The men who have the 
necefiaf ies of living are not poor, and they who want 
them muft be miferable. Yes, my friends, we muft be 
miferable. No vain efibfts of a refined imagination 
can foodi the wants of nature, can give elaftick fweetneft 
to the dank vapour of a dungeon, or eafe to the throb- 
bings of a broken heart. Let the philofepher from his 
couch of fbftnefs tell us we can refift all thefe. Alas ! the 
effort >y which we rofift them b ftSl the greateft pain! 

N4 
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Death is flight, and any nuui may fufiain it; but tor-r 
ments are dreadful, and thefe no man can endure, 

* To U8y then, my friends, the promifes of happinefs iif 
heaven fliould be peculiarly dear ; for if our reward be in 
this life alone, we are indeed of aU men the moft mifera- 
ble. When I look round thefe gloomy walls, made to 
terrify, as well as to confine us ; this light that only 
ferves to (hew the horrors of the place ; thofe fliadcles- 
that tyranny hasimpofed, or crime made neceffary ; when* 
I fqrvey thefe emaciated looks, and hear thofe groans, O 
my friends, what a glorious exchange would heaven be 
for thef^! To fly through regions unconfined as air, to^ 
bafk in the funfliine of eternal blifs, to carol over endlefs' 
hymns of praife, tq have no mafter to threaten or.infult 
us, but the form of Goodnefs htmfelf for ever in our 
eyes ; when I think of thefe things, death becomes the' 
meflfenger of very glad tidings; when I think of thefe 
things, his fharpeft arrow becomes the ftaff of my fup-- 
port ; when ) think of thefe thipgs, what is there in life^ 
worth having ? when I think of thefe things, what is there 
that ihould not be fpumed away? kings in their p^ces 
fliould groan for fuch advantages ; but we, humbled as we* 
are, fliould yearn for them. 

* And fliall thefe things be ours? Ours they will cer-* 
tainly be, if we but try f9r them; and what is a comfort,- 
we are fliut out from many temptations that would retard- 
our purfuit. Only let us try for them, and they will cer- 
tainly be ours; and, ^hat is ftiU a comfort, fliortly too; 
for if we look back on pad life, Jt appears but a very ftiort 
fpan, and whatever we may think of the reft of life, it 
will yet be found of lefs duration ; as we grow older, the 
days feem to grow fliort^r, and our intimacy with time 
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^ ever leiTens the perception of his day'. Then let us take 
'comfort now* for vfc (hall foon be at our journey's end ;- 

* we (hall foon lay down the heavy burden laid by Heaven 
' upon us ; and though death, the only friend of the 
' wretched, for a little while mocks the weary traveller 

* with the view, and like his horizon, dill flies before him ; 

* yet the time will certainly and fliortly come, when we 
^ (hall ceafe from our toil ; when the luxurious great ones 
^ of the world (hall no more tread us to the earth ; when 
< we (hall think with pleafure on our fufFerings below ; 
/ when we (hall be furrounded with all our friends, or 
^ fuch as deferved our friend(hip ; when our blifs (hall be 
^ unutterable^ and ftill, to crown all, unending/ 
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HEN I had thus finiflted, and my audience was 
retired, the gaoler, who was one of the moft humane of 
his profeffion, hoped I would not be difpleafed, as what 
he did was but his duty ; obferving, that he muft be obliged 
to remove my fon into a (Wronger cell, but he (hould be 
permitted to vifit me every morning. I thanked him for 
his clemency, and grafping my boy's hand, bade him fare« 
wel, and be mindful of the great duty that was before 
him. 
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I agtiny tfaerefoK, laid me down^ and one of my litde 
ones fat bj my bedfide readings when Mr, Jenkindbn en- 
leringt informed me that there wa« news of my daughter; 
for thai flie was feen by a perfon about two hours before, 
in a ftrange gentleman's company, and that they had ftopf 
at a ne^bouring village for refrefhment, and feemed ag 
if returning to town. He had fcarce delivered this news, 
when the gaoler came with looks of hafie and pleafure, to 
inform me that my daughter was found. Mofes cam^ 
running in a moment after, crying out that his fifter 
Sophy was below, and coming up with our cdd friemf 
Mr. Burehell. 

Juft as he delivered this news, my deareft girl entered, 
and with looks almoft wild with pleafure, ran to kifs me 
in a tranfport of affe6lion. Her mother's tears and filenoe 
alfo (hewed her pleaAive. ^ Here, papa,' cried the charm- 
ing girl, ' here is the brave man to whom I owe my 
'delivery; to this gentleman's intrepdity I am mdebted 
' for my hapfwiefr and fafety — ' A kifs from Mr. Bur- 
ehell, whofe pleafure feemed even greater than her's, in- 
terrupted what (he was going to add. 

* Ah, Mr. Burehell,' cried I, * this is but a wretdied 

* habitation you now find us in ; and we are now very 
' diflerent from what you lafk law us« You were ever 

* our Mend : we have long difcovered our errors with le- 
' gard to you, and repented of our ingra^de. After 
' the vik ufage you then received at my hands, I ami 

* almoft afliamed to behold your face ; yet I hope you'll 
' foigive me, as I was deceived by a bafe ungcneroua 
^wretch, who, under the ma& of fiiaidfldp, has on* 
' done me.' 
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* It is impoi&ble/ replied Mr. Burchell, * that I 
Aiouid forgive you, as you never dcferved my rcfent- 
ment. I partly faw your deluiion then, and as it was 
out of my power to rcftrain, I could only pity it!* 

* It was ever my conjefture,' cried I, ^ that your 
mind was noble ; but now I find it fo. — But tell me, 
my dear child, how had thou been relieved, or who the 
ruffians were who carried thee away?* 

* Indeed, Sir,' replied (he, * as to the villain who car^ 
ried me ofF, I am yet ignorant. For as my mamma and 
I were walking out, he came behind us, and almoft 
before I could call for help, forced me into the poft- 
chaife, and in an inftant the horfes drove away. I met 
Several on the road, to whom I cried out for affift- 
ance; but they difregarded my entreaties. In the 
mean time the ruffian himfelf ufed every art to hinder 
me from crying out : he flattered and threatened me by 
turns, and fwore that if I continued but iilent, he intended 
no harm. In the mean time, I had broken the canvas 
that he had drawn up, and whom (hould I perceive at 
fome difhince but your old friend Mr. Burchell, walking 
along with his ufual fwiftnefs, with the great Aick for 
which we ufed fo much to ridicule him. As foon as we 
came within hearing, I called out to him by name, 
and intreated his help. I repeated my exclamations 
feveral times ; upon which, with a very loud voice, he 
bid the poftilion flop; but the boy took no notice, 
but drove on with flill greater fpeed. I now thought 
Ke could never overtake us, when in lefs than a mi- 
nute I faw Mr. Burchell come running up by the fide 
of the horfes, and with one blow knock the poflilion 
to the gcQund. The horfes when be was fallen fooH 
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ftopt of themfelvesy and the nif&an ilepping out, with 
oaths and menaces, drew his fword, and ordered him 
at his peril to retire; but Mr. Burchell running up, 
ihivered his fword to pieces, and then purfued him for 
near a quarter of a mile; but he made his efcape. I 
was at this time come to myfelf, willing to aflift my 
deliverer ; but he foon returned to me in triumph. The 
poftilion, who was recovered, was going to make his 
efcape too ; but Mr. Burchell ordered him at his peril 
to mount again, and drive back to town. Finding if 
impofllble to reiift, he relu6tantly complied, though the 
wound he had received feemed, to me at leaft, to be 
dangerous. He continued to complain of the pain as 
we drove along, fo that he at laft excited Mr. Burchell's 
compafiion; who at my requeft exchanged him for 
another at an inn where we called on our return.' 

* Welcome, then,' cried I, * my child; and thou her 
gallant deliverer, a thoufand welcomes. Though our 
chear is but wretched, yet our hearts are ready to re- 
ceive you. And now, Mr. Burchell, as you have de- 
livered my girl, if you think her a recompence, ihe is 
yours ; if you can ftoop to an alliance with a family fo^ 
poor as mine, take her, obtain her confent, as I know 
you have her hearty and you have mine. And let me 
tell you, Sir, that I give you no fmall treafure ; ihe has 
been celebrated for beauty it is true, but that is not my 
meaning, I give y^u up a treafure in her mind.' 

* But, I fuppofe. Sir,' cried Mr. Burchell, * that you 
are apprized of my circumftances, and of my incapacity 
to fupport her as (he deferves.' 

* If your prefent objedtion,* replied I, ^be meant as an 
* evallon of my offer, 1 defift : but I know no man fo 
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• worthy to deferve her as you ; and if I oould give her 

• dioufands^ and thoufands fought her from mci yet my 
' honeft brave Burchell fhould be my deareft choice.' 

• To all this his filence alone feemed to give a mortifying 
refufal, and without the leaft reply to my offtf, he demand- 
ed if we could not be fumifhed with refrefhments from 
the next inn ; to which being anfwered in the affirmative, 
he ordered them to fend in the beft dinner that could be 
provided upon fuch (hort notice. He befpoke alfo a 
dozen of their beft wine; and fome cordials for me. 
Adding, with a fmile, that he would ftretch a little for 
once, and though in a prifon, afferted he was never better 

. difpofed to be merry. The waiter foon made his appear* 
ance with prepa!rations for dinner, a table was lent us 
by the gaoler, who feemed remarkably afliduous, the 
wine was difpofed in order, and two very well-dreffcd 
diflies were brought in. 

My daughter had not yet heard of her poor brother's 
melancholy lituation, and we all feemed unwilling to 
damp her chearfulnefs by the relation. But it was in 
vain that I attempted to appear chearful, the circumilances 
of my unfortunate fon broke through all efforts to dif*- 
femble ; fo that I was at lad obliged to damp our mirth by 
relating his misfortunes, and wiihing he might.be per- 
mitted to (hare with us in this little interval of fatisfadion. 
After my guefts were recovered from the confternation 
my acoount had produced, I requefted alio that Mr. Jen- 
kinfon, a fellow-prifoner, might be admitted, and the 
gacder granted my requeft with an air of unufual fub- 
miffion. The clanking x)f my fon's irons was no fooner 
heard along the paffage, than his filler ran impatiently 
to meet him ; while Mr. Burchell, in the mean time, aiked 
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me if my fon's name was Geoige; to whidi replying in 
the affinnativcy he ftlU condnued filcnt. As fooa as my 
boy cmered the room, I could perceive he regarded Mr< 
Burchell with a look of afioniihment and reveicnce^ 

* Come on>* cried t, 'my fon ; though we are fallen 

* Tery low, yet Providence has been pleafed to grant us 

* fome fmall relaxation from pain. Thy fifter is reftoicd 
' to us, and there is her deliverer: to that brave man k 

* is that I am indebted for yet having a daughter; give 
' him, my boy, the hand of friendfhip, he defcrvcs our 

* warmeft gratitude/ 

My ion feemed all this while regardlefs of what 1 
faid, and ftill continued fixed at a refpe£lful difiance^ 
' My dear brother/ cried hb fifter, ' why don't you 

* thank my good deliverer ? the brave (hould ever lovl; 

* each other/ 

He ftill continued his filence and aftonifhment, till our 
gueft at laft perceived hlmfelf to be known, and aflfuming 
all his native dignity, defired my fon to Come forward* 
Never before had I feen any thing fo truly ttiajeftic as 
the air he aflumed upon this occafion. The greateft 
obje& in the univerfe, fays a certain philofopher, is a 
good man ftruggling with adverfity ; yet there is ftill a 
greater, which is the good man that comes to relieve it. 
After he had regarded my fon for fome time with a (upe* 
Hor air^' I again find/ faid he, ^undiinking boy, that the 
' fame crime—' But here he was interrupted i^ one of 
the gaoler's fervants, who came to inform us that a perfbti 
of diftinSion, who had driven into town with a chaiiot 
and feveral attendants, fent his refpeds to the gendeman 
that was with us, and begged to know when he Ihould 
think proper to be waited up<Hi« ^ Bid . the fellow wait^' 
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cried our gueft, ^ till I Ihall have leifure to receive him ;* 
^nd thai turning to my foni ' I again find. Sir/ pro- 
ceeded he, * that you are guilty of the fame offence for 
' which you once had my reproof^ and for which the law > 
^ is now preparing it's jufieft puniihments. You imagine, 

< perhaps, that a contempt of your own life gives you a 
^ ri^t to take that of another: but where, Sir, is the 
' difference between a duellill who hazards a life of no 
' value, and the murderer who adh with greater fecurity! 
' Is it any diminution of the gameAer's fraud, when be 
' alledges that he has ftaked a counter?* 

f Alas 9 Sir/ cried I, * whoever you are, pity the poor 
' mifguided creature ; for what he has done was in obc'^ 
' dience to a deluded mother, who in the bittemefs of 
' her refentment required him upon her blefling to avenge 

* her quarreL Here, Sir, is the letter, which will fervc 

* .to convince you of her imprudence, and diminiih hb 
^ guilt.' 

He took the letter, and haftily read it over* * This,* 
fays he, ^ though not a perfed excufe, is fuch a palliation 

< of his fault, as induces me to forgive him. — ^And now, 

* Sir,' continued he, kindly taking my fon by the hand, 
' I fee you are furprized at finding me here; but I have 

< often vifited priibns upon occafiohs lefs interefting* • I 
' am now come to fee juilice done a worthy man, for 
.' whom I have the moft iincere edeem. I have long 
' been a di^uiied fpedator of thy father's benevolence* 

* I have at his little dwelling enjoyed refped unoonta-^ 
' minated by flattery, and have received that happinefs 
> that courts could not give, from the amufing fimplidty 
^ round hit fire-fide. My nephew has been apprized of 
^ my intentions of coming here, and I find is arrived; it 
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' would be wronging him and you to condemn him 
' without examination : if there be injuiy^ there (hall 
' be redrefs; and this I may fay without boafling^ that 
' none have ever taxed the injuftice of Sir William 

* ThomhilL' . 

We now found the perfonage whom we had fo long 
entertained as an harmlefs amufing companion, was no 
other than the celebrated Sir William Thomhill, to whofe 
virtues and fingularities fcarce any were Grangers* The 
poor Mr. Burchell was in reality a man of large fortune 
and great intereft, to whom fenates liftened with ap- 
plaufe, and whom party heard with convidion; who 
was the friend of his country, but loyal to his king. My 
poor wife recolleding her former familiarity, feemed to 
ihrink with apprehenfion; but Sophia, who a few mo^ 
ments before thought him her own, now perceiving the 
^immenfe diftance to which he was removed by fortune, 
was unable to conceal her tears. 

* Ah, Sir,* cried my wife, with a piteous afped, * how 

* is it pofTible that I can ever have your fbigivenefs! the 

* flights you received from me the laft time I had the 
,* honour of feeing you at our houfe, and the jokes which 

* I audadoufly threw out ; thcfe. Sir, I fear, can never 

* be foi]given.* 

* My dear good lady,' returned he with a fmile, * if 

* you had your joke, I had my anfwer : Til leave it to 

* all the company if mine were not as good as yours. 
*To fay the truth, I know nobody whom I am dif- 
' pofed to be angry with at prefent but the fellow who 
' fo frighted my little girl here. I had not even time 

* to examine the rafcal's perfon fo.as to defcribe him 
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* In an adver^fement. Can you tdl me, Sophia, my 
'dear, whether you (hould know him again?' 

* Indecdi Sit/ implied fhe^ * I can't be pofitive ; yet^ 

* noM^ I TcColi^&i he had a large mark over one of his eye- 

* brow«/^* I afk pardon, Madam/ interrupted Jenlcin- 
fon, who wis by, * but be fo good as to inform me if thd 

* fellow wore hifi own red hair?* — * Yes, I thiitk fo,' cried 
Sophia^ > ^ And did your honour,' continued he, turning t6 
Sir Wmiarti^ • obfervtf the length of his legs?'—* I can't 

* bo furc of their length,* cried the baronet, * but I am 

* convinced of their fwiftncfs ; for he oUf-^ti me, whidh is 
' what I thought few men in tht kingdom could have 

* dorie.*-^* Pleafe your honour/ tried JenkJnfon, ' I knoW 
' the nian i it is certainly the fame ; the beft runner in Eng- 

* land ; he has beaten Pinwire of NeVcaftle ; Timothy 

* Baxter is his name, I kno\^ hirii perfeflly, attd the very 

* place of his retreat this molffent. If youf Hoiriour will 

* bid Mr. Gaoler let two of his men go with me, I'll engage 
^ to produce him to yoU in an hoU^ art faitheft/ Upon thid 
the gaoler was called, whorinftantly appearing. Sir Williamf 
demaitded if he knew him. * Yes, plestfe your honour/ 
replied the gaokr, * I know Sir William Thornhill well, 

* and ehrery bocfy that knows any thing df him, will defircf 

* to know more of him/ — * Well then,' faid the baronet^ 
' my requeft is^ that you will permit this man and two of 
' your fefvants to go ti^xxi a*mefiage b^ my authority, and 
' as I am in the commiflTion of the peace, I undertake to 
'fecurc youf/^— ^ Your pitomife is fufficient,' replied thd 
other, * and you may at a miftiite's warning fend them over 
' England whenever your honour thinks fit/ 

In purfuan<^e of the gaoler's compliance, Jenkinfen wa^ 
difpatched in feai^ of timothy Bstxtcr, ^rfiile we irertf 

O 
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amufed with theaSduity ef our youngeft hof BUI, who 
had juft coitie in and dimbed up to Sir William's neck in 
order to kifs him. His mother was tminodbtdy going to 
diafiife his familiarity, but die worthy man pceveBted her ; 
and taking the childy alicaggcdaahe was, upon hisknee— • 

* What, Bill, you chuhby rogue,' cried he, ' do you re* 

* member your old friend Bupchdl} — and Dick too, my 

* honeft veteran, are you here! you (hall find I have not 
^ foigot you.' So faying, he giave each a bige piec&of 
gingerbread, which the poor feUows eat very heartily, as 
they had got that morning but a very fcanty boeakfiift-. 

We now fiit down to differ, which was almoft oM^ 
but preyioufly , my arm iiiU coodnutng pain£ul» Sir William 
wrote a prefcription, for he had nlade the ftudy of phyfic 
his amuC^nient, and was more thane iwxteratdiy ikiUed in 
the profeflSon: this bting.fent to an apolbecaiy who lived 
IP the. place, my arm was dreffed, and I found aloM^in- 
flantaneous relief. We were waited upon, at dinner by dis 
gaoler himfelf, who was wiUing to do our gueft all the ho« 
BOUT in his power* But before we had well dined, another 
meilage was brought from his.nqphew, defiang permiffion 
to ajqpear, in ofd^r to vhsdicate his innocpnae and honour;; 
with, which r/squeft. the baronet complied^ aodi d«fii?^! Mr- 
ThomhiU to be introduced. 

CHAP. XU. 

¥ORM£1( BBM&VOJtSNCB NOW A^PAIBL W^T9 UmX-' 

B«CTFD IinS^KI^I?. 



M 



.&• Thqrnhill madis. bis eo&mpo^ ynAk a fmiku wblcb 
he feldom. wanted,' and wfisgping ^^^sfi^itzm his.unde« 
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urtatth tt|ef other rspuWedt ^nith an( air of SUaAu. * No 

* fawning, Sir, at prefent,' cri<xi tke baronet, with a look 
of fcverity, * ih« (Jntf way to my he«t Js by the road of 
^ teKMiour; but heref I only fee complicated inftamces of' 
' felfe^ood^ cow^fdiee, and oppreffion^ IHbw is it, SiiP, 

^ tha» this poor man, for whom* I know you profeflfed a 
' friendship, Ts ufttd thus hairdly^ Kis daughter vilely fe- 
*' <luced, 9» a rasompence fbr hisf hofpitality, and he htmfelf 
' ChmwA into prifeir, perhaps hue for re&nting the'inftih} 

* HiS' ion toov whom you feared td fece as a man -»' 

' t9 it polBble, Sir,' inierrupred his nephew, * ttiarmiy 
' uncle could objed^ that as a^ crime, which his repeated 
' InAruiSiJbns^ alone have perftiaddd me to avoid I* 

* Your rebuke/ cried Sir William, * is juft ; you fasrve 
' aided in Ai» iifdnnce prudently and well> though not 
' qiiice' as your faitiier would' have done i my brothei^, in^ 
<*deed) was the foul of honour; but thou*—— yes, you 
'have aded in this inftance perfectly rights and it has my 

< warmeft approbation . ' 

* And I hope,.' fiidi kis nef^iew; ' tliat the reft of my 
*' condu A wiU not be found to deferve eenibre. I appeared^ 

< Siv, with this gentleman's^dftughteir at fome places of pub^ 

* lie amufement: thus what) was levity, feandal called' by a 
'harlhetf namey-and it was reported tharl had debauched 

< her. I waited on; het &ther in perTon^ willing to cleat 
' cbe tiling tothiBiktisfiiriiion, and he itceived me only with 

< infutoand abufe; As for the left^ with regard €0 his be:> 

< ing here, my attorney and fttward can bed infeiti) you> 
'as IcofimiitrtliB:n(iiahagemenro£bufineis entirely totheifl. 
"IfthejhascomiaAdd debts^ and is unwilBng, or even un^ 
*~able to-pay^ theni^ it is their bufinefstb ptioiseed in this 
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manner; and I fee no hardihip or injuffice in purfuiiig 
the mod legal means of redrcfs.' 
' If this/ cried Sir William^ < be as you have ftated it, 
there is nothing unpardonable in your ofl^nce; and 
though your condud might have been more generous, in* 
not fuflfering this gentleman to be oppreffed by fuboidi-'' 
nate tyranny^ yet it has been at lead equitable.' 
* He cannot contradidt a fingie particular/ replied the 
quirei * I defy him to do fo, and fevend of my fervants 
are ready to atteft what I fay. Thus, Sir/ continued he, 
finding that I was filent, for in fa£k I could not contradid 
htm; 'thus. Sir, my own innocence is vindicated: but' 
though at your intreaty I am ready to forgive this gentle- 
man every other offence, yet his attempts to leflen me in 
your efteem, excite a refentment that I cannot govern; 
and this too at a time when his fon was adually preparing 
to take away my life ) this, I fay was fuch guilt, that 
I am determined to let the law take it's courfe. I have 
here the challenge that was fent me, and two witnefles Co 
prove it ; one of my fervants ha» been wounded dai^er- 
ouily; and even though my unde himfelf fliouM diffuade* 
me, which I know he will not, yet I will fee public juf-^ 
tice done, and he (ball fuflScr for it/ 
^ Thou monfter!' cried my wife, ' haft thou not had 
vengeance enough already, but muft my poor boy feel 
diy cruelty? I hope that good Sir Wiliiam will pnXedt' 
us, for my fon ]a as innocent as a child; I am fure he 
16, and never did harm to man.' 
< Madam/ replied the good man, * your wifhes for his- 
fafety are not greater than mine ; but I am feny to find^ 
his guilt too plain ; and if my nej^ew pcd^-^—- «' But 
the appearance of Jenkinfon and the gaoler's two fervants 



VICAR OF. WAKEFIELD. 1 97 

now called off our attention, who entered hauling in a tall 
man, very genteelly dreft, and anfwering the defcriptioii 
already given of that ruffian who had carried off my daugh- 
ter — * Here,' cried Jenkinfon, pulling him in, ^ here we 

* have him ; and if ever there was a candidate for Tyburn^ 

* this is one.* 

The moment Mr. Thornhill perceived the prifoner, and 
Jenkinfon, who had him in cuftody, he feemed to (hrink 
backward with terror. His face became pale with confcious 
guilt, and he would have withdrawn ; but Jenkinfon, who 
perceived his delign, ftopt him. * What, fquire,' cried he> 
^ are you afliamed of your two old acquaintances, Jenkin* 
' fon and Baxter? But this is the way that all great men 

* foi^et their friends, though I am refolved we will not 

* forget you. Our prifoner, pleafe your honour,' conti- 
nued he, turning to Sir William, * has already confefTed 
' all. This is the gentleman reported to be dangeroufly 

* wounded : he declares that it was Mr. Thornhill who 

* fiift put htm upon this aflair ; that he gave him the 

' clothes he now wears to appear like a gentleman, and fur-* 
' nifhed him with the poft-chaife. The plan was laid be- 

* tween them, that he fhould. carry off the young lady to a 
' place of fafety, and that there he fhould threaten and 
' terrify her ; but Mr. Th(Mmhill was to come in, in the 
' mean time, as if by accident, to her re(cue ; and that they 
' fhould fight a while, and then he was to have run off, by 

* which Mr. Thornhill would have the better opportunity 
^ of gaining her affedions himfelf, under the charader of 
' her defender.' 

Sir William remcnfbered the coat to have been frequently 
worn by his nephew, and all the reft the prifoner himfelf con-< 
finned by a more circumfianttal account -, ooncluding, that 

03 
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Mr. Tliomhill had tAn declared to hi«i, (hat ht was ia 
love with both fifters at the fametkne. 

' Heavens/ cried Sir WiUtafny ' what a viper have I 
' been foftering in my bofoiu! And fo fond of public juf- 
' tioe too as he feemed to be. But he (hall have it ; fecure 
^ him, Mr. Gaoler — yet hold, I fear there is not legal efvi-^ 

* dence to detain him, ' 

Upon this Mr. ThomhiUy with the utmoft humility, in^ 
treated that two fuch abandoned wretches might not be ad- 
mitted as evidences againft him, but that his fervants 
(hould be examined. ' Your fervants!' replied Sir Wil- 
Vutn ; * wreleh, call them yours no longer: but 09iiie, kt 
^ us hear what thofe fellows have to fay ; kt his butler be 
<calkd«' 

When the butler was introdttoed, he foon perceived by 
his former mafter's looks tlut all his power was now over. 

* Tell me/ cried Sir William, ftemlyi * have you ever focn 
' your mafter, and that fellow dreft up in his dothes, in 

* company togedier?' — ^ Yes, pleafe yoor honour,' cried 
the butler, ' a thoulsmd times: he was the oian that always 
^ broi^ht him his ladies.'— *^ How,' interrupted young 
Mr. Thomhill, * this to my face!'—* Yes,' replied the 
butler, * or to any man's face. To tell ypu a truth, Maf-* 

* ter Thomhill, I never either loved you or liked you, and 
' I don't care if I tdl you now a piece of my mind*'*-^ 

* Now then,' cried Jenkinfon, * tdl his honour whether you 
^ know any thing of me.'^*»-^ I can^ fay,' replied the but- 
kr, ^ that I know much good of you. The night tiiiat 
' gentleman's daughter was deluded to our houfe, you was 

* one of them.' — * So then,' cried Sir WiUiam, * I find 

* you have brought a very fine witneiis to prove your inno* 

* cence: thou flain to humanity! to aifedate with fuch 
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lKrrBtches{-<-'£at' (continmng his exanrinatian) ^ you tell 
iDe, Mr. Butler, that this was the perfon who brought 
him this old gentleman's daughter.' — ^ No, pleafe your 
honour/ replied the butler, ^ he did not bring her, for 
the (quire himielf tindertook that bufinefs ; but he brought 
theprieft that pretended to marry them.' — * It is but too 
true,' cried Jenkinibn, * I cannot deny it; that was the 
employtnent affigned me, and I confefs it, to my confu- 

* "Qood heavens !' e:xclaimed the batonet, * how every 
new difcovery of his villainy alarms me ! All his guilt is 
now too plsiin^ and I find his prefent profecution was 
dictated by tyranny, cbwatdi<:e, aind Revenge. At my 
tequeft, Mt. Gaoior, (ct Ihts young officer, now your 
prifoner^ free, andttuft to me for theconfequences. Vll 
make k my bufinefs to fet the ai&tr in a prdper light to 
my friend the ma^ftrate who lias Committed him. But 
where is the unfortunate young lady herfelf ? let her ap'> 
pear to oonlroiit dus wretch ; I long to Ibnow by what 
arts he has feduced her. Intreat her to come in. Where 

* Ah> Sir,' fatd I, * that queffion flings me to the heart ; 
I was once Indeed ha|»py m a daughter, but ker rnvfe- 
ries—— ' Anoi*ier Jrftemiptiott hett ^r^vented me ; for 

tHhd fbouM mak>e her appearance W MIfs A^mbella Wil- 
mot, who was next day to have feetti martied to Mr. 
ThomhUK Nothing cottM equil h^ftjrprixc at feeing SSr 
William attd his nej^w htte bcfi>fe her ; for her atrival 
in/tts quite accidental. It happened that Ihe and the old 
gehtlbman heir fffUher 'w^re paffing through the town, on the 
li^ay to her atmt's, who had Snfifted that her nuptials wifti 
Mr* Thomhill fhould be confummated at her houfe \ but 
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* was no longer bindk^, ikice ke had boM unCiithfiil. 
' By his falfehoods I was taught to deteft otte eqvalHf 

* iirave and generows i' 

But by this time my fon ^as freed from the incum^ 
brances of juftice, as tbe peiibn fiip|>0red to be wounded 
was deteded to be an impoftor. Mr. Jenkinfen aUb, who 
had adcd as his valet de chambre, had dreifed op his h»r» 
and furniffied hhn with whatever was neoeflarjr to make a 
genteel appearance. He now therefore entered^ hand- 
fiomety dreflfed in his r^mentals, and, without vanity, 
(for I am above it) he aqypeared as han^ome a ftHaw as 
ever wore a military drefs. As he entered, he ffiasi^ MXs 
Wilmot a modeft and diftant bow, for he wm not as yet 
acquainted with the cliange which the eloquence of liis 
another had wrought in his fevour. But no decorums 
could redrain the impatience of his bhiAiing twMreft to be 
forgiven. Her tears, her looks, all contributed to d%x>ver 
the real fenfations of her heart, for having forgotten her 
foimer promife, and having fufllered herfelf to be deluded 
by an impoftor. My fon appeared amaaed at her conde- 
fcenlion, and could fcarce believe it real. — * Sure, Madam,* 
cried he, * this is but delufion! I can never have merited 

* this ! To be bleft thus, is to be too happy.'—* No, Sh-,' 
refdied (he, * I have been deceived, bafely deceived, dfe 
^ nothing could have ever made me unjuft to my pnomife.- 

* You know my firiendfhip, you have long known it ; but 

* forget what I have done, and as you once had my 

* warmeft vows of conftancy, you ihall now have them re- 

* peated ; and be aflured that if your Arabella cannot be 

* yours, (he ihall never be another's.'*-** And no other's 

* you (hall be,' cried Sir William, * If i hav« any in- 

* fluence with your father.' 
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This hint was fufiident for my fon Mcfes, who imine-* 
\diatcly flew to the inn where the old gendeman was, toin- 
ftrm faim of every circainfiance that had happened. But 
In the mean time die fquirey peroeiving that he was on 
every fide undone, now finding that no hopes were left 
horn fbtlery or diffiiBabtiony conchided that his wifeft 
way would be to turn and fiice his purfoers. Thus, lay^ 
ing afide all (hame^ he appeared the open hardy vlllaia. 

* 1 find then/ cried he, ^ that I am to expeSt no jufiice 

* here ; but I am retolved it fhall be done me. Yoa 
' fhall know, Sir/ turning to Sir William, ^ I am no 
' longer a poor dependant upon your favours. I fcorn 

* them. Nothing can keq> Mifs Wilmot's fortune from 

* me, which, I tfaank her father's affiduity, is pretty 
' large. The articles, and a bond for her fortune, are 
f figned, and fafe in my pofleflion. It was her fortune, 
' not her perfon, that induood me to wifli for this match ; 
' and pollefied of the one, let who will take the other.' 

This was an alarming blow ; Sir William was fenfifole 
of the juftnefs of his cldms, for he had been inftrumental 
in drawing up the marriage-articles himfelf. Mifs Wil- 
mot therefore perceiving that her fortune was irretrievably 
loft, turning to my fon, fhe aiked if the loTs of fortune 
could leflen her value to him: ' Though fortune,' faid 
ihc, * is out of my power, at leaft I have my hand to 

* give.' 

^ And that. Madam,' cried her real lover, ' was indeed 
' all that you ever had to give : at leaft, all that I ever 
' thought worth the acceptance. And I now proteft, my 
^ Arabella, by all that's happy, your want of fortune this 
' moment increafes my pleafure, as it ferves to convince my 

* fweet girl of my fincerity/ 
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Mr. Wilmot now entering, he feemed not a little 
pleaied at the danger his daughter had juft efcaped, and 
readily confented to a diflblution of the match. But find- 
ing that her fortune, which was fecured to Mr. Thomhill 
by bond, would not be given up, nothing could exceed his 
difappointment. He now faw that his money muft all go 
to enrich one who had no fortune of his own. He could 
bear his being a rafcal, but to want an equivalent to his 
daughter's fortune was wormwood. He fat therefore^ for 
fome minutes, employed in the mofi mortifying fpecula- 
tion, till Sir William attempted to leflen his anxiety. ' I 
muft confefsy Sir/ cried he, * that your prefent difap- 
pointment does not entirely difpleafe me. Your immo- 
derate paiBon for wealth is now juftly punched. But 
though the young lady cannot be rich, (he has ftill a fuf^ 
iicient competence to give content. Here you fee an 
honeft young foldier, who is willing to take her widiout 
fortune ; they have long loved each other, and for the 
friendfhip I bear his father, my intereft (hall not be 
wanting in his promotion. Leave, then, that ambition 
which difappoints you, and for once admit that happineft 
which courts your acceptance.' 

' Sir William,' replied the old gentleman, * be aiTured 
I never yet forced her inclinations, nor will I now. If 
(he ftill continues to love this young gentleman, let her 
have him with all my heart. There is (till, thank 
Heaven, fome fortune left, and your promife will make 
it fomething more. Only let my old friend here' (mean- 
ng me) ^ give me a promife of fettling (ix thoufand pounds 
upon my girl, if ever he ihould come to his fortune, 
and I am ready this night to be the firft to join them 
together." 
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As it now remained with me to make the young couple 
tiappy> I readily gave a promife of making the fettlement 
he. required; which, to one who had fuch little expedla- 
tions as I, was no great favour. We had now therefore 
the fatisfadlion of feeing them fly into each other's arms in: 
a tranfport. ' After all my misfortunes^' cried my fon 
Geoige, * to be thus rewarded! Sure this is more than I 
could ever have prefumed to hope for« To be poiTefled 
of all that's good, and after fuch an interval of pain ! 
My warmeft wiihes could never rife fo high!' — * Yes/ 
my George/ returned his lovely bride, * now let the 
wretch take my fortune ; fince you are happy without it/ 
fo am I. O what an exchange have I made, from ther 
bafeft of men to the deareft» b^il ! Let him enjoy our 
fcMtunCy I now can be happy even in indigence/ — * And 
I promife you/ cried the fquire, with a malicious grin^ 
that I (hall be very happy with what you defpife.' — ' 
Hold) hold, Sir/ cried Jenkinfon, * there are two words- 
to that bargain. As for that lady's fortune. Sir, you (hall 
never touch a (ingle ftiver of it.— Pray your honour/ 
continued he to Sir William, ' can the fquire have this 
lady's fortune if he be married to another?' — * How can 
you make fuch a (imple demand ?' replied the Baronet ; 
undoubtedly he cannot.' — * I am forry for that,' cried 
Jenkinfon ; ' for as this gentleman and I have been old 
fellow-(porters, I have a friendfhip for him. But I 
muft declare, well as I love him, that his contrad is not 
, worth a tobacco-ftopper, for he is married already.' — < 
You lye like a rafcal/ returned the fquire, who feemed 
rouxed by this infult ; * I never was legally married to any 
* woman.' — * Indeed, begging your honour's pardon/ 
reined the other^ < ^ou were; and I hope you will ihew 
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^ a proper return of fieicndiiip to jovar own faoneft |eiddn« 

* (otif who brings you a wife; and if die conipany xc^amm 
' their curiofity a few imnutes, they ihaU fee hear/ Soi 
iayingy he went oiF with his uiuai ceiericyy and left us.att 
unable to form any probable oonjeAuce as to Ins ddign^ 
' Aye, let htm go,' cried the fquirc; ' whatever dfir f 
' may have done, I defy him there* I am too old now^ 
' to be frightened with iquibs.^ 

' I am furprized,' (aid the baronet^ ' what the fellovr 
' can intend by this. Some lonv piece of humooTi I fiip^ 
*pofc!'— * Perhaps, Sir,' replied I, * hemayhavearaore 
' ferious meaning. For when we ceded on the vari<Ris 

* fchemes this gentleman has laid to feduce inoosence^ 
' perhaps fome one more artful dian the red* has been foundT 

* able to deceive him. When we confider what numbers 

* he has ruined, how many parents now feel widi anguifli 
' the infamy and the contamination which he has brought 
*• into their families, it would not ftirprioe- me if feme of 

* them-'^Amaasement! Do- I fee my loft daughter! Do 
' I hold her! It is, it i^ my life, my hap[»neib. — ^I' 
' thought thee lot>, my Olivia, yet ftiU I hold^ thee, and^ 

* ftill thou (halt live to blefs me. * The warmeft tranfports 
of the fondeft lover were not greater than> mine, when I 
faw him introduce my child^ and held mj^ daughter in my 
arms, whofe fiknce only fpoke her raptures. ^ And art 
' thou returned to me, my dariing?'' cried i, ^ to be my 
' comfort in age!' — * That (he is,' eried JeaUnfon, * ukf 
^ make much of her^ for (he is your own honouraMe chiM^ 

* and as honeft a woman as any in the whde room^ iMtiie 
< other be who (he will.-->'>And as for you, ^utre, at-Aire 
^as you (land there, this young lady is^your'lawfiilwechtod' 

* wife. And to convince you- tikat I fpeafc nothings byT . 
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* imthi, hore is the licence by whieh yoti wereflmmedto* 
^ getbei&' Sa (wfiogy he put thd liecoce ktSot the baroness 
buKb>. ^0 r^d it, aod found it per£e<ft in every refped. 

' And noW) gsatlem^n,' continued he* * t find you are 

* furprixed at all this ; but a few words will explain the d»f- 
^ fiOidUy. That there fquire of renown, for whom I have 

* aignsaf friefkifliip) (but tihsl^V between ourfelvesj hasofberl 
^ eonployed me in doing odd litde things, for htm« Among 
' the reft^ be connmifltoned me to procuse him a falfe li- 

* cence 9md a falfe prieft,. in order ta deceive this young 
' lady* Bat as I was veff much hia friepd,. what did I 
' do|. hM went and got a true licence and a true prieft, and 
' imcried tihem both as faA as the cloth could make them: 
< Peihap^ you'll think it was gpnerodty that made om do all 

* this: but no. To my ftiame I confefs it, my only defign 
' wmtio ke<9 the H^ace, and let the fquire kstow that I could 
' pTQMe it upon hiiu whenever I thought pn^r, and fo 
^ makehini'Con^ dQwn whenever I wanted money.' A 
burft of pkaiure now feemcd to fill the whole apartment ; 
i^ur jny reached even to the common room,, where the pri-* 
iimeDS tbemfelves fy mpathized— 

And flipok. their chains 

In tranfport and nide harmony* 

Happinei]) was exptndedi upon everyi foce, and even 
Olivia- a. cheek feiemed ilu(hed with pleafure^ To be thus 
aeAvml to rq^tati^, to friend^, and fortune^ at once, 
Wm a) niplure fufficient to Hop the progrefs of decay, and 
tfifyovf: f(Hmst hmlth and viviacity. But peihaps among all 
Ibflfe was not one whp felt itncerer plea&ue dun I. Still 
lMdding:tb9.dear-iovcd childiin.ipy ann»^ I afkedimy heajot 
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if thde tnnfpoitB were not delufive. < How ctiuld jfAi* 
cried I, tinning to Mr. Jenkinfan^ < how could you add 
' to my mifcries by theftorjr of her death? But it matters 
' not; my pleatfure at finding her again is more than a Ire- 
' compence for the pain.' 
' As to your queftion^' replied Jenkinfon, ' that ts eafily 

* anfwered. I thought ttie only probable means of freeing 
' you from prifon, was by fubtnitting to the fquire^ and 
' contenting to his marriage with the other young lady^ 

* But thefe you had vowed never to grant while your daugh-^ 

* ter was living; there was, therefore^ no othca- method 

* to bring things to bear, but by perfuading you that flid 
' was dead, I prevailed oh your wife to join in the deceit, 

* and we have not had a fit opportunity of undeceiving yoi/ 
« tiU now/ 

In the whole aflTembly now there appeared only twd 
faces that did not glow With tranfport^ Mr. Thomhill's 
aflurance had entirely forfaken him: he now faw the 
gulph of infamy and want before him> and trembled t6 
take the plunge. He therefore fell on his knees before? 
his uncle, and in a voice of piercing mifery implored com'' 
paffion. Sir William was going to fpum him away, but 
at my requeft he raifed hitn ; and after pftufing a few mo^ 
ments— * Thy vices^ crimes, and ingratitude/ cried he, 
^ deferve no tendemefs; yet thou (halt not be entirely for* 
^ faken ; a bare competence (hall be* fuppHed^ to fuppbrt 

* the wants of life, but not it's follies. This young lady^ 
< thy wife, (hall be put in po(re(rion of a third pah of thae 

* fortune which once was thine, and from her tendemefs 

* alone thou art to exped- any extraordinary fupplies for the 
' future.' He was going to exprefs his gratitude for fuck 
kindnefs in a fet ipeech ; but the baronet prevented him,' 
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by bidding him not aggravate his meannefs, whidi was 
already but too apparent. He ordered him at the fame 
time to be gone, and from all his former domefficks to 
ohufe one, fudi as he (hould think proper, which was all 
diat (hould be granted to attend him. 

As foon as he left us, Sir William very politely ftepped 
up to his new niece with a fmile, and wifhed her joy. His 
example was followed by Mifs Wilmot and her father ; my 
wife too kifled her daughter with mach aiFedion, as, to ufe 
her own expreflSon, (he was now made an honefl woman 
of. Sophia and Mofes followed in turn, ^and even our be- 
nehStoT Jenkinfon defired to be admitted to that honour. 
Our fatisfsu^on feemed fcaroe capable of increafe. Sir 
William, whofe greateft pleafure was in doing good, now 
looked round with a countenance open as the fun, and faw 
nothing but joy in the looks of all, except that of my 
daughter Sophia, who, for fomereafons we could not com- 
prehend, did not feem perfefily fatisfied. ' I think now,* 
cried he, with a fmile, ^ that all the company, except one 
^ or two, feem perfectly happy. There only remains an 

* ad of juftice for me to do.— You are fenfible. Sir,' con- 
tinued he, turning to me, ' of the obligations we both owe 
' Mr Jenkinfon ; and it is but juft we (hould both reward 
< him for it. Mifs Sophia will, I am fure, make him 

* very happy, and he (hall have from me five hundred 
' pounds as her fortune ; and upon this, I am fure, they 

* can live very comfortably together.— Come, Mifs Sophia, 
^ what fay you to tfiis match of my making ! Will you 
' have himP My poor girl feemed almoft finking into her 
mother's arms at the hideous propofal. * Have him, Sir,* 
cried (he, fiiintly, * No, Sir, never."—* What!' cried h» 
again, < not Mr. Jenkinfon, your benefe^r ; a handfome 
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< young fellow, with Rve hundred pounds, and good ex^ 

* pe6bidons!' — * I beg, Sir/ returned (he, fcarcc able to 
ipeak, * that you'll defift, and not make me ib very wretch-. 

* ed*' — * Was ever fuch obftinacy known/ ericd he again, 

* to refufe the man whom the family has fuch infinite obli« 

* gations to, who has preferved your fitter, and who has five 
' hundred pounds! What, not havehim ? '-^-' No, Sir, nevftr,' 
replied (he, angrily ; < Td fooner die iirft ! '•>•—' If that be the 

* cafe then,' cried he, ' if you will not have him — I think 

* I muft have you myielf.' And fo faying, he caught hef. 
to his breaft with ardour. * My lovelieft, my moft fenfible 
' of girls,' cried he, * how could you ever think your own 
' Burchell could deceive you, or that Sir William Thom^ 

* hill could ever ceafe to admire a miffarefs that loved hin(i 
' for himfdf alone ? I have for fome years fought for a 
^ woman who, a ftranger to my fortune, could think that I 
' had oierit as a man. After having tried in vain, even 

* aooong the pert and the ugly, how great at kft muft be my 
' rapture, to have made a conqueft over fuch fenfe and 

* fuch heavenly beauty !* . Then tumiiig to Jenkinfcm 

' As I cannot. Sir, part with this young lady my felf , for (he 
' hath taken a fancy to the cut of my face, all the recom- 
' pence I can make is to give you her fortune, and you may 
' call upon my fteward to-morrow for five hundred pounds.' 
Thus we had all our c(Hnpliments to repeat, and Lady 
Thomhill underwent the fame round of ceremony that her 
fifter had done before* In the mean time Sir William's 
gentleman appeared, to tell us that the equipages were ready 
to carry us to the inn, where every thing was prepared for 
our reception. My .wife and I led the van, and left thofe 
gloomy jnanfions of forrow. The generous baronet ordered . 
forty pounds to be diftributed among the prifoners ; and 



VICAR OF WAKEFIELD. 211 

^r. AVilmot, induced by his example, gave half that 
fum. "We were received below by die (houts of the villa- 
gers, and I faw and (hook by the hand two or three of my 
honeft parifhionersy who were among the number. They 
attended us to our inn, where a fumptuous entertainment 
was provided, and coarfer provifions diftributed in great 
quantities among the populace. 

After fupper, as my fpirits were exhaufted by the altera- 
tion of pleafure and pain which they had fuftained during 
the day, I aflced permiflion to withdraw ; and leaving the 
company in the midft of their mirth, as foon as I found 
myfelF alone, I poured out my heart in gratitude to the 
Giver of joy as well as forrow, and then flept undiihirbed 
till morning. 



CHAP. XIII. 



THE CONCtUSION. 



X 



HE next morning, as foon as I awaked, I found 
my eldeft fon fitting at my bed-fide, who came to increafe 
my joy with another turn of fortune in my favour. Firft 
having reieafed me from the fettlement that I had made 
the day before in his favour, he let me know that my mer- 
chant who had failed in town was arrefted at Antwerp, and 
there had given op efi€6ts to a much greater amount than 
what was due to his creditors. My boy's generofity pleaf- 
ed me almoft as much as this unlooked-for good fortune. 
But I had fome doubts whether I ought in juftice to ac- 
cept his ofien While I was pondering upon this, Sir 

?2 
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Williun entered the room, to whom I communicated my 
doubts. His opinion was, that as my ion was already 
poflefled of a very affluent fortune by his marriagCy I 
might accept his offer without any hefitatton. His bufinefs, 
however, was to inform me» that as he had the night be- 
fore fent for the licences, and expeAed them every hour, 
he hoped that I would not refufe my afliftance in making 
all the company happy that mcmting, A footman entered 
while we were fpeaking, to tell us that the meflei^r wa^ 
returned i and as I was by this time ready^ I went down, 
where I found the whole company as merry as affluence 
and innocence could make'them* However, as they were 
now preparing for a very (cicmn ceremony^ their laughter 
entirely difpleafed me. I told them of the grave, becom- 
ing, and fublime deportment, they (hould afliime upon this 
myfiical occafion, and read them two homilies and a thefis 
of my own compofing, in order to prepare them. Yet they 
ftill feemed pcrfeSly refradlory and ungovernable. Even 
as we were going along to diurch, to which I led the way, 
all gravity had quite forfaken them, and I was often tempt- 
ed to turn back in indignation. In church a new dilemma 
arofe, vdiich promifed no eafy f<dution* This was, which 
couple (hould be married firft : my fon's bride warmly in- 
fifted, that Lady Thomhill (that was to be) (hould take 
the lead ; but this the other refufed with 'equal ardour, 
protefting fhe would not be guilty of fuch rudenefs for the 
world. The argument was fupported for fome time be- 
tween both with equal obftinacy and good-breeding. But 
as I fiood all this time with my book ready, I was at laft 
quite tired of the cotiteft, and (hutting itw.< I perceive/ 
cried I, ' that none of you have a nattd to be married, ^^i 
' I think we had as good go backagain ; for I (uppotc there 
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' will be no bufinefftdonc here to-day.' Tbis at once re« 
duced them to reafon. The baronet and his lady were 
firft married, and then my fon and his lovely partner. 

I had previoufly that morning given orders that a coach 
(hould be fent for my honcft neighbour Flamborough and 
his family; by which meansi upon our return to the inn, 
we had the pleafure of finding the two Mifs Flamboroughs 
alighted before us. Mr. Jenkinfon gave his hand to the 
eldeft, and my fon Mofes led up the other ; (and I have 
fincG found that he has taken a real liking to the girl, and my 
confent and bounty he (hall have whenever he thinks pro* 
per to demand them.) We were no fooner returned to the 
inn, but numbers of my pariihioners, hearing of my fuc- 
cefs, came to. congratulate me ; but among the reft were 
thofe who rofe to refcue me, and whom I formerly rebuked 
with fuch (harpnefs. 1 told the ftory to Sir William, my 
fon-in-law, who went out and reproved them with great 
feverity ; but finding them quite difheartened by this harfh 
reproof, he gave them half a guinea a piece to drink his 
health and raife their deje<Sied fpirits. 

Soon after this we were called to a very genteel enter- 
tainment, which was dreffed by Mr. Thornhiirs cook. 
And it may not be.improper to obferve, with refped to that 
gentleman, that he now refides in quality of companion at 
a relation's houfe, being very well liked, and feldom fitting 
at the iide^table, except when there is no room at the other, 
for they make no ilranger of him. His time is pretty 
much taken up in keeping his relation, who is a little me- 
lancholy, in fpirits, and in learning to blow the French 
horn. My eldeft daughter, however, ftill remembers him 
with regret ; and (he has even told me, though I make a 
great fecret of it, that when he reforms (he may be brought 
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lo rdeiit. But to return, for I am not apt to digrefs thus ; 
when we were to fit down to dinner, our ceremonies were 
going to be renewed. The quefiion was, whether my 
eldeft daughter, as being ajnatron, ihould not fit above the 
two young brides ; but the debate was cut (hort by my fon 
Geoiige, who propofed that the company fhould fit indifcri- 
minately, every gentleman by his lady. This was received 
with great approbation by all, excepting my wife, who, I 
oould perceive, was not perfedtly fatisfied, as (he expeded 
to have had the pleafure of fitting at the head of the table, 
and carving all the meat for all the company. But not-* 
wtthftandii^ this, it is impofiible to defcribe our good- 
humour. I can't fay whether we had more wit amongft us 
now than ufual ; but I am certain we had more laughing, 
which anfwered the end as well. One jeft I particularly 
remember : old Mr. Wilmot drinking to Mofes, whofe 
head was turned another way, my fon replied— «^ Madam, 
' I thank you.' Upon which the old gentleman winking 
upon the reft of the company, obferved that he was think- 
ing of his miftrefs. At which jeft I thought the two Mifs 
Flamborough^ would have died with laughing. As foon 
as dinner was over, according to my old cuftom, I requefted 
that the table might be taken away, to have the pleafure of 
feeing all my family aflembled once more by a chearful 
fire-fide. My two little ones fat upon each knee, the reft 
c^ the company by their partners. I had nodiing now on 
this fide of the grave to wilh for; all my cares were over, 
my pleafure was unfpeakable. It now only r^nained, that 
my gratitude in good fortune fliould exoeed my former fub- 
mifiion in advcrfity. 

FINIS. 
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